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Foreword

Work on the first Hailsham
Neighbourhood Plan commenced in
2016. It was adopted in 2021. The
document you are now reading is the
first review and update of this.

The reason forrevamping our current
Neighbourhood Plan is due to the
ongoing growth and expansion of our
Town in housing and population
terms.

New and enhanced policies will give
greater influence in future planning
applications andecisiongaken in our
area.

A Neighbourhood Plan assists in
bringing residents and businesses
together to have a greater say and
voice in deciding the look and the feel
of our Town and Community.

It's clear that the Community is
passionate about where they live,

grow up and work, and the Town
Council will use the Neighbourhood
Plan to influence change at every
available opportunity to bring future
change to benefit Hailsham as a whole.

Councillor Mary Laxton

Chair, Neighbourhood Planning
Committee

Hailsham Town Council
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HAILSHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Acknowledgements

Hailsham Town Council (HTC)
acknowledges (the late) Cllr Glenn
Moore whose purpose was to have a
Neighbourhood Plan in place to "Make
Good" for the residents of Hailsham

HTC is grateful to individuals,
Councillors and members of the public
over the last year, especially in 2024
and 2025, who have given their time
and energy in revamping the
Neighbourhood Plan policies and
preparing the associated DesiGuide

& Code in order to help shape a
better future for the parish of

Hailsham

A special mention to Cllr Mary Laxton
whose passion, energy and driving
force hasknown no bounds over the
last ten years in driving the process
forward to have policies and projects
in place to benefit all residents in our
community

Our sincere thanks to Jon Herbert

from Troy Planning + Design for
assisting us in developing our concepts
and ideas and assisting in facilitating at
the events and community
engagement and formulating the
planning policy document.

We also acknowledge the input from
HTC officers and the clerk for
managing the volumes of paperwork
and meetings.



HAILSHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Progress and challenges from the first Neighbourhood Plan

Over the last five years the Town Council has led on the delivery of aad/improved
services and facilities across Hailsharmluding

Hailsham Country Park pathway

Maurice Thornton Pavilion roof

Cemetery pathways

Western RoadRecreation Groundath lightingcricket nets and outdoor gym
replacement.

Stroma, Battle Road and Maurice Thornton play area enhancements
Common Pond drainagend island improvement works.

Changing Places facilitythe town centre.

Contribution to hockey pitch

CCTW.

Battle Road allotment gates

Noticeboards and signage

The Station Youth Centre and The Manse

Refurbishment of play areas

= =4 A

= = = = = = = = =

Delivery of the projects has been made possible through use of funding payable to the 1
Counci | by new development (the O6neighb
Levy- CIL). Government regulations state that Town Councils receive 15% of the CIL
(capped)ut, as Hailsham has a Neighbourhood Piais increases to 25%uncapped) The
Neighbourhood Plan is thus crucial in helping to fund and deliver local infrastructure pro

Many of the projectdisted abovewvere based on ideas identified through work on thirest
Hailsham Neighbourhood Plars the town continues to grow and expand, and pressure «
services increasesp having an wpo-date Plan in place becomes ever more important. T
review of the Neighbourhood Plan recognises this and has a strong focus on community
facilities (forming the first o6policy c
as rased through consultation, including improved connectivity for all.

The scale of growth remains a challengéis Plan is accompanied by a Desggnde &Code
that seeks to influence the quality of new development that comes forward and how it is
integrated with the town. It is seeking to plan for better, more integrated development.

Since the last Neighbourhood Plan was mameposals for the revitalisation of the town
centre have faltered, and the Government has introduced pewnitted development rights
that allow for diversification of town centre uses without the need fdanningpermission.
Together, this is undermining the role and function of the centre. This Plan thus seeks t
strengthen the town centretathe heart of community and civic life, including environment
improvements, uses that support activity, for all ages and genders, throughout the day, :
interventions that strengthen local character and identity.

vi
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Introduction

The Neighbourhood Plan Review

This is theRegulation 1£onsultation version of the new Neighbourhood Plan for
Hailsham. It represents the first review and update of the Neighbourhood Plan that
was f or ma | \Weglded Dnsdridt €ouncil in July 20Zind forms part of its
statutory development plan

The Neighbourhood Plan covers the entire area within tteundariesof the Town
Council (Figure 1), setting out thec 0 mmu naspirayichssfothe area over the
period to 2042 (which aligns with the timeframe established in the emerging
Wealden DistrictLocal Plan) and establishes policies relating to land use and
development. These are policies that will guide future planning applications and
decisiors in the area. But the Neighbourhood Plan is much more than this.

The purpose of neighbourhood planning is to give local people and businesses a
much greater say in how the places they live and warkhould change and develop
over time. Neighbourhood planning is designed to give local people a very real
voice in shaping the look and feel of an ard&e Hailsham Neighbourhood Plan
thus bring together more than just traditional planning matters, and includes wider
aspirations for change, to infrastructure and green space for example.

Hailsham was formally designated as an area for neighbourhood planning purposes in
August 2016.Having a Plan in plates helped to shape and influence where money
sourced from developers through the Community Infrastructure Levy and Section

106 agreements should be directed (for example, towards new and improved
community facilities).

The made Neighbourhood Plan has been recognised as a good example of
communityled plammaking. The Examiner of the made Neighbourhood Plan stated:

0 Ov dhisasla hugely impressive neighbourhood plarwhich seeks to

fundamentally influence the way that new development is developed. It strives to deliver
high quality places, based on a clear strategy of ensuring connectivijyaditd high
design. o

The Planwas shortlisted in the 2018 Planning Awards and is used as a case study
example in theGuide to Twenty minute neighbourhoogsiblished by the Town and
Country Planning Association. It also featyra®ngside places such as Paris, Milan
and Utrecht,as a case study in European Union funded researchiirttbu ma n
centred planning in acti@n



https://www.tcpa.org.uk/resources/the-20-minute-neighbourhood/
https://www.eiturbanmobility.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/EIT-UrbanMobilityNext9_15-min-City_144dpi.pdf
https://www.eiturbanmobility.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/EIT-UrbanMobilityNext9_15-min-City_144dpi.pdf
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Main road structure

----- Cuckoo Trail

s Town Council Boundary
Built up area

mmm  Town Centre

Figure 1: The designated Hailsham Neighbourhood Plan area (which is aligned with the extent of the
Hailsham Town Council boundary)
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1.7 Al though the Neighbourhood Pl an was made
work undertaken to informthe Neighbourhood Platook place during 2017 and
2018. Changes that have taken place over the last seven years now need reflecting
in an updated version of the Neighbourhood Plan. These include:

f Ongoing growth and expansion of Hailsham, which has seen new residential
development in the area, including that in adjacent Hellingly which, although
outside of the Plan area, has implications for Hailsham in the way that services
and facilities are used.

1 The emergence of a nedraft Local Plan being prepared by Wealden District
Council which establishes requirements for further development in Hailsham.

1 Changes at the national level, including increasing awareness of the impacts of
climate change, and the importance of health and-balg, as well as new
planningpolicyQuidance, changes permitted development rights, and the
relationship between good design and creation of attractive, liveable and healthy
places.

1.8  These factors have been reviewed as part of the update of the Neighbourhood Plan
and have been considered against responses to consultation activities teefoaps
and refine the Neighbourhood Plan.

1.9  One of the key messages emerging from the review is that there has been too much
development in Hailshamandthat this has not been accompanied with the
necessary level of investment in infrastructure, and that no further development
should take placeat least until supporting infrastructure has been put in place

1.10 Itis important to make clear that:

1 The scale and location of growth that has taken place in Hailsham, and which
continues to take place, is reflective of policies in the Wealden District Local
Plan. These are not decisions thatvebeentaken through the Neighbourhood
Plan.

1 The delivery of infrastructure is subject to investment and funding by a
combination of developers, utilities and service providerd falls outside the
remit of the Town Council

1.11 The Neighbourhood Plan does not allocate land for development or establish
funding and delivery strategies for infrastructure. It does though seek to take a
pragmatic approach to future change. It recognises that development will happen,
butthatthissoul d be undertaken i n 0behditstaoa i ght wi

the community. The Neighbourhood Pl an i ¢
gr owt hd and HavegyaeNeighpourbood Plan in place also enables the
Town Council to receive a higher Osharebo

the Community Infrastructure Levy and which can be directed to improvements to
local infrastructure. The Neighbourhood Plan is very much an opportunity, not a
threat, and fleshes out how future change should come forward to benefit Hailsham
as a whole.
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What is in the Neighbourhood Plan

1.12 There is no prescribed format for a Neighbourhood Plan or the content of it.
Indeed,Planning Practice Guidancenfirmsthatitoi s f or t he | ocal coc
determine the specific topi(Ramgrapo00bhe covert
Reference ID: 4D04-20190509. The guidance does though state that the Plan
should contain policies that relate to the development and use of land, and that
wider aspirations can also be set out. The Neighbourhood Plan includes a series of
different coloured boxes which, for claghtion, include the following:

1 Neighbourhood Plan policies are presented in boxes shaded in green.

1 Project ideas and aspirations for the Plan area which are not specificalydand
planning related are presented in boxes shaded in yellow.

1.13 The review of the Neighbourhood Plan builds upon the foundations created by the
first Neighbourhood Plan and the extensive engagement undertaken as part of that
to develop a vision and set of objectives for Hailsham, as well as policies and
projects for fuure change and development. These have been tested, expanded
upon and updated through consultation undertaken as part of the review process,
with the opportunity taken to make policies more specific to challenges in Hailsham.

1.14 The Neighbourhood Plan does not allocate land for development (this is for the
emergingWealden Local Plan) but does recognise that planning applications for new
development will continue to come forward. It thus includes policies that seek to
influence the location, scale, form, design and quality of development, so that what
does come foward reflects local character and the qualities that define the area. It
also includes policies that reflect matters of concern as reflected through
consultation, including the future of the town centre, the provision of community
facilities and the ali for all to be able to move around the area safely and easily.

1.15 Alongside the Neighbourhood Plan a Desfguide &Code has been prepared. This
is presented as a frestanding appendix to the Neighbourhood Plan but is
referenced in policies and supporting text, as relevant. It covers the entire Plan area
and includes guidance and codes that should be used to infemmdevelopment
proposals, and which should be referenced by applicants and decision makers.


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-planning--2
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Matters not covered by the Neighbourhood Plan

The Neighbourhood Plan will form part of the development planWealden It
will sit alongside and does not need to repeat policies inatepted statutory

development plan for Wealden DistrictEqually, it is unnecessary to repeat national
policy and guidance, nor those matters prescribed through Building Regulations.

Matters associated with sustainable building standards, housing space standards and
the requirement for biodiversity net gain were all raised in one way or another
through consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan. The approach to all of these is
though setout at the national level or are strategic matters that Wealden District

Council is addressing in the ndvecal Plan

It is also important to note that this Neighbourhood Plan does not seek to identify
nor allocate sites for development. Rather, it is Wealden District Council, through
work on the emerging_ocal Plan, that will establish the scale and distribution of
homes to be planned for across tlustrict as a whole and, through that, what land
will ultimately be allocated for development in Hailsham. At the same time, the

policies in the Neighbourhood Plan, relating to matters such as ddaigputand

accessibilityfor example, will influence decisions on the scale, location and form of

future development so it is appropriate its setting and local context.

Ownership of the Neighbourhood Plan

The Localism Act 2011 gave communities the power to develop Neighbourhood
Plans, to be progressed by Town and Parish Councils or neighbourhood forums.

Work on this Plan has been led by the Town Council who established a committee
of Council members and interested residents to consult upon and develop the Plan.

Through work on the Plan the committee has endeavoured to engage, enthuse and

energise residents and the wider community, including businesses and other

stakeholders and organisations, to have their say on the future of Hailsham and help

shape the Neighbatood Plan.

As and when the review and update
part of the O6devel opment plandcland
alongside themergingVealden Local Plaand other documents iits statutory
Development Plarto determine planning applications submitted for new
development in Hailsham.

of
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Status of the Neighbourhood Plan

1.23 This document comprises a review of the made Hailsham Neighbourhood Plan. Up

until the point at which the review is f ¢
Plan will continue to be used to inform planning applications and decisions in
Hailsham.

1.24 There are various stages involved in preparing a Neighbourhood Plan. Broadly, they
include:

1 Initialinformalconsultation to identify issues, concerns and areas of focus for the
Neighbourhood Plan.

9 Collection of ©O6evidenced on the iIssues
to be progressed through the Plan.

1 Production of andnformalconsultation on emerging policy ideas.

1 Drafting of and formal consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan (known as the
Regulation 14 Stage).

1 Updating the Plan in response to consultation and submitting the Plan to
Wealden District Council fothe Regulation 16 Consultaticstage

1 Subjecting the Neighbourhood Plan to tmelependent examination process.
1 Subjecting the Neighbourhood Plan to a local referendum.

1 Adopting (6makingd6) the Nei @dlmaedhalhnood P
50% of people that turn out vote O6yesd

125 This is the formal consultation ORegul ati

Structure of the Neighbourhood Plan

1.26  Following thisntroduction the Neighbourhood Plan comprisegghtfurther
sections. These are:

1 Section 2, which presents the context for the Neighbourhood Plan, providing an
overview of the growth and evolution of Hailsham and the relationship between
the Neighbourhood Plan and wider planning policy.

f Section 3, which presents a summary of the consultation process and key
messages arising from that, and which informs the vision, objectives and
overarching principles for future change and development in Hailsham.

1 Sections 4 8, which present the Neighbourhood Plan policies and, as
appropriate, associated projects.

1 Section9, which summarises the projects and outlines the next steps in the plan
making process.
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Context for the Plan

The growth and evolution of Hailsham

Hailsham is the largest of the five main towns within Wealden District. It sits
amongst the lowland forests and marshes of the Sussex Weald and is a gateway to
the South Downs National Park. Hailsham is a market t@wts charter was

granted in 1252 and its history can be traced back to the Domesday Book. The
Plan area has a population of about 23,100 people (based on the 2021 Census), the
majority of whom live in the town.

The town has grown steadily over time, withignificant expansicexperiencedsince
1945. In particulardevelopmenbver the last decade (and whicontinues to take
placg to the south and east of the towhasextended the built form out towards

the Pevensey Levels. To the north further growth has taken place in the adjacent
Parish of Hellingly. Although not part of the Hailsham Neighbourhood Plan area,
this growth is closely related to and looks towards Hailshamdenvices and
facilities. The combined population of Hailsham plus the immediately adjacent
settlement areas in neighbouring Hellingly is around 26,900 people.

The townds traditi onalToday)iddusirinlargasata s i n
Diplocks Way and Station Road, as well as commercial premises in the town centre,
comprise the main areas of employment in the town.

Hailsham Town Centre is the heart of the town. It has previously been subject to
proposals for investment and redevelopment, but these have not come to fruition.
Improvements are still though needed, supporting the quality of the visitor
experience ands important role as a civic and transport hub.

The town is located approximately 5km north of Polegate and 15km north of
Eastbourne, which is the nearest large towrhese towns were previously

connected to each other by rail, though the route through Hailsham was removed as
a result of the Beeching reportn its place is now the Cuckoo Trail: a green

walking and cycle route running nortb south through HailshamMain road
connections to and from the town comprise the A22 and A27.

Close to the town is the Pevensey Levels: adgimg wetland of national and
international conservation importance. It is designated as a Site of Special Scientific
Interest, a Ramsar Site, andpecial Area of Conservationt comprises an

extensive drainage network and is vulnerable to the effects of climate change and
eutrophication. The environment of the Pevensey Levels needs careful management.

Further information on the growth and character of Hailsham is presented in the
DesignGuide &Code that sits alongside the Neighbdwod Plan.

(
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Relationship with the Wealden Local Plan

Neighbourhood Plans must be prepared to accord with national guidance and
legislation including thieocalism Act(2011), theNeighbourhood Planning (General)
Reqgulation$2012, subsequently updated in 2015 and 2016) Nighbourhood
Planning Ac{2017), theNational Planning Policy Framewdi¥PPF) (December
2024) andNational Planning Practice Guidar{®&PPG).

The NPPF supports the delivery of sustainable development and how this should be
facilitated through plamaking and the determination of planning applications.
Neighbourhood Plans need to align with the NPPF and support sustainable
development.

Neighbourhood Plans must be in general conformity with the strategic policies of

t he 06devel Oheyskooltd nofrdpeanndr.frustrate these policieBhe
development plan for Hailshamcludesthe Wealden Core Strategy This was
approved by full council in November 2012 and formally adopted in February 2013.
It covers the period 2013 to 2027. Alongside this, development plan policies saved
from the previous Wealden Local Plgadopted in 1998) remain used for

determining planning application&n Affordable Housing Delivery Local Plaas

also adopted in 2016 and forms part of the development pdardo the Joint East
Sussex, South Downs and Brighton and H@vaste and Minerals PIgR013), the
Waste and Minerals Sites PIg#017) and the Waste and Minerals Local Plan
Review Revised Policies (October 2024).

Alongside preparation of the first made Hailsham Neighbourhood Plan, Wealden
District Council submitted a new Local Plan for examination. This was eventually
withdrawn from that process, leaving the made Neighbourhood Plan as the mest up
to-date expressiomf planning policy for Hailsham.

The Wealden Local Plan is now subject to review again. This will eventually replace
the Core Strategy and saved policies from the previous Local Alhareview of

the Local Plamprovides an opportunity for the update of the Hailsham

Neighbourhood Plan to have a greater focus on matters more specific to Hailsham.
Planning Practice Guidance makes clear that where a new Local Plan is being
prepared, the reasoning and evidence behind this is likely to be relevant to the
Neighbourhood Plan, and that a proactive and positive approach terpéking

should be taken sircthat policies in Neighbourhood Plans are complementary to
those in the emerging Local Plan.

Key points of relevance for the Hailsham Neighbourhood Plan are summanised
the following sections:


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/20/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/20/contents/enacted
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-planning--2
https://www.wealden.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/adopted-local-plan-documents/core-strategy-local-plan/
https://www.wealden.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/adopted-local-plan-documents/adopted-wealden-local-plan-1998/
https://www.wealden.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/adopted-local-plan-documents/affordable-housing-delivery-local-plan/
https://eastsussex.objective.co.uk/file/2442406
https://eastsussex.objective.co.uk/file/4409374
https://www.wealden.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/wealden-local-plan/
https://www.wealden.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/wealden-local-plan/
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The adopted development plan

The Core Strategy ncl udes a suite of O6spatial @ anc
and development to higher order settlements in thistrict (i.e. Hailsham), meeting

economic and housing needs, whilst protecting the environment and delivering
improvements to biodiversity and green infrastructure.

It presents an area strategy for Hailsham and Hellithglydirects major growth to

the east and north of the town whilst supporting regeneration in the tovemtre,
including traffic management measures and improved public transport services. The
Core Strategy also recognisée sensitive nature of and proximity to the Pevensey
Levels, and the need for appropriate mitigation measures to be provided as part of
development to ensure ongoing protection of the area.

The emerging Local Plan

Consultation on the draft emerging Local Plan took place between March and May
2024. This comprised the O0Regall ati on 18
consultation responses to thRegulation 18 Local Plaave been considered

Further to the publication of the new version of the NPPF in December 20&4ich

amongst other changes raised the housing need figure for the dishéctecision

was takerto run asecondRegulation 18 consultatidiocussed on the Spatial

Strategy and other issues associated with the new NIRBe Winter of 2025/2026

The District Council anticipates that the emergibgcalPlan will besubject to

examinationn the Autumn of 2026, followed by adoption in Spring 202

The emerging Local Plan §shose policies which are strategic in nature (and thus

which Neighbourhood Plans should be in general conformity willijey include the

scale and distribution of new housing growth acrossdistrict. Hailsham is
identified as a 6Type 1 sett |dsima,isad and,
location for new growth. Between 2023 and 2040 it is expected that 2,959 new

homes wil |l be built and delivered in Hail
is, they have planning permission or are being built out. 842 homes are to be

delivered on allocated sites, and a further 291 homes are expected to come forward
through an all owance for Oowindfalld, typi
existing buikup area. These may change as the Local Plan evolves.

It is also important to acknowledge the scale of growth anticipated to take place in
neighbouring Hellingly. The emerging Local Plan anticipates than 1,224 new homes
will be delivered over the plan period. Of these, 787 comprise commitments, 385
are to be accommodated on allocated sites, and 52 are expected to come forward
as windfall. Although growth in Hellinglyastsidethe Neighbourhood Plan area,

the reality is thatfurther growth here will impact on Hailsham, particulaimjterms

of movement, services and facilities.

Development site allocations in the emerging Local Plan, for housing and
employment purposes, are illustratedfingure 2.

10
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HELLINGLY 7

= Main road structure

""" Cuckoo Trail

we= Town Council Boundary
Built up area

Growth Allocations:

Sites with Planning Permission

Sites allocated for housing development
mmm  Gypsie Traveller Site

Employment Sites

Figure 2: Allocations and committed developments in Hailsham and neighbouring Hellingly as set out in the
emerging Wealden Local Plan

11



HAILSHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

2.20 The emerging Local Plan includes a suite of strategic policies relating to the natural
environment, climate change and green infrastructure, encourages sustainable and
active travel, and takes a O6town centred
USes.

2.21 The emerging Local Plan also supports growth that helps deliver the concept of the
20-minute neighbourhoodwhichitreferst o as O6compl et e, compac
nei ghbour hoods®&, where ser-to-daykesareand f aci |
provided in close proximity to the home andre easily accessible to people in the
community of all ages and abilities. The emerging Local Plan supports delivery of the
20-minute neighbourhood concept in Hailsham and notes that this is reflected in the
made Hailsham Neighbourhood Plan which is undergd by the aspiration for
Hai |l sham -mbnbteat 6tved. Al t hough wutilisir
concepts are effectively one and the samdend, as noted in the following section,
strong support was expressend nuhrodg@hvndon:
concept.

12
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Vision and Objectives

Consultation and engagement

Extensive engagement exercises were undertaken in the making of thidditsham
Neighbourhood PlanThese were used to develop a vision for the Plan and formed
the basis of policies within thaturther consultation was undertaken as part of the
review of the Neighbourhood Plan. This indicated that:

1

There remains concern about the scale and quantum of development that has
and continues to take place around Hailsham, and the pressure this is placing on
local services and facilities. Responses suggest there is a need for new and
improved facilities anthat, ideally, facilities required as a result of development
should be put in place during the first stages of development.

Linked to the growth of the town is a concern about what this means in terms of
green spaces and the surrounding countryside. Responses suggest that better
use should be made of previously developed land and existing green spaces

preserved protecting the environment, areas of wildlife value and the floodplain.

Where new housing development does take place, it should bedesigned,
well-integrated within the existing built area, and provide for a mix of homes that
respond to local needs.

The growth of the town has resulted iadditional traffic anihcreasing
occurrences of congestion, particularly in the town centre, and the quality of
roads footpaths and cycle routes is generally podtespondents suggested that
these issues need addressing, and that improved transport choices for all are
required, including improved public transport, walking and cycling options. The
opportunity should be taken to make better use of the Cuckoo Trail.

The town should be a cleaner, safer, greener place, including new street tree
planting and improved areas of play. Respondents suggested that there is a need
for better litter and waste management, and efforts should be taken to improve

air quality and rduce pollution.

The quality and experience of the town centre should be improved, including the
public realm, provision afiew areas ofjreenery anch more diverseange of
shops and services, including arts and culture.

The messages received through the events informed the vision and objectives for
the Neighbourhood Plan. These are presented across the following pages.
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Vision

The vision set out in the made Neighbourhood Plan has been updated. The revised

vision is set out below. It retains elements from the first Neighbourhood Plan but
brings thesaup to date reflecting feedback from the consultation events:

In 2042, Hailsham is a vibrant attractive andsustainabletown
that harmoniously blends its rich heritage with modern
amenities. Our community thrives on strong local connections,
supported by robust infrastructure that ensures seamless
mobility and access to essential services.

Hailsham is renowned for its green spaces and commitment to
sustainability, with high quality parks, community food

growing opportunities and ecefriendly initiatives that enhance
our environment and quality of life. Our town centre is a
bustling hub of independent shops, cafes, and cultural venues,
offering a diverse and engaging experience foesidents and
visitors alike.

We prioritise the weltbeing of our community by providing
comprehensive healthcare facilities, excellent educational
institutions, and a variety of recreational opportunities. Our
transport systems are efficient and wethaintained, ensuring
easy accesto all parts of the town, for all of our residents and
visitors. A range of housing choice and opportunity has been
provided, meeting the diverse needs of the population.

Hailsham is a place where people of all ages feel safe,
supported, and connected. We celebrate our unique character
and work together to create a future that is inclusive,
prosperous, and resilient.
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Obijectives

3.4  The objectives that flow from the vision are presented below. These consolidate
and update the previous set of objectives, reflecting priorities raised through
consultation. They are:

Objective 1.Community

3.5 To promote delivery ofa range of community facilities and services tteer for all,
including new healthcare, meeting the needs of residents and supporting community
cohesion and social inclusion.

3.6  Policies relating to this objective are primarsgt out in Sectiord} of the
Neighbourhood Plan.

Objective 2:Town Centre

3.7  To enhance the quality, attractiveness and overall experience of the town centre,
making this a pedestrian friendly environment that offers a range of services and
activities throughout the day.

3.8  Policies relating to this objective are primarily set out in Secbafi the
Neighbourhood Plan.
Objective 3:Housing and Design

3.9 To promote welldesigned new homes that provide a mix of housing types and
tenures to meet local needsvhich are welintegrated within the fabric of the town
and deliver high standards of sustainability and energy efficiency.

3.10 Policies relating to this objective are primarily set out in Sectafi the
Neighbourhood Plan.

Objective 4:Accessibility

3.11 To enhance acceser all, making it safer and easier for people of all agegeto
around Hailsham, supporting sustainable, active and healthy travel choices.

3.12 Policies relating to this objective are primarily set out in Secliai the
Neighbourhood Plan.

Objective 5:Green infrastructure

3.13 To strengthen the quality of the green infrastructure network across Hailsham,
enhancing wildlife and biodiversity, and providing accessible areas of natural and
amenity green space close to home.

3.14 Policies relating to this objective are primarily set out in Sec8afi the
Neighbourhood Plan.

16



3.15

3.16

HAILSHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Overarching principles

A compact, Ocompleted pl ace

The first Neighbourhood Plan for Hailsham was framed around the concept of the
Ot-minn ut e Theaspirafion is that the shopping basket of services and
facilities needed to support dag-day life are available in Hailsham and are within
safe and easy access of the home for everyone of all ages and ahiltties a ten
minute journg (Figure 3).

This meangrovision of and access &chools and healthcare, play space and local
shops. It means that a mix of homes should be provided to meet the needs of the
community, and that opportunities to access employment should be available to all.
It supports safe movement by foot, bike and public transport, for those who can
travel that way. It seeks to promote a socially inclusive and cohesive community.
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3.17 Inreality, the distances that people will travel for different services and facilities will
vary. Small pocket parks should ideally be close to home, as should bus stops,
encouraging their use. However, people will be more willing to travel further for
services such as hospitals and theatres. Although reference to ten minutes is used,
the concept is really about creating a compact, complete, connected, clinnetely
community.

3.18 Duringthe consultationrespondents were asked to say whether they felt the
concept remains relevant and should be carried forward into the review of the
Neighbourhood Plan. The overwhelming majority of respondents signalled their
support for the concept. Where suggestions werede as to the concept or how
it could be improved, comments included providing better public transport and safer
cycle routes, providing more green spaces, parks and community facilities, and
supporting a more diverse mix of shops and services in thentoentre.

3.19 This s reflected in the set of policies and projects that follow in the Plan. In
particular:

1 The Plan, and the associated Dedigpnde &Code, set out principles for new
residential development, indicating how this should be better integrated with the
existing built form and which will help provide better connections for public
transport, walking and wheeling, where community facilitiesratecations that
can be used by existing and new residents (and thus support community
cohesion), and where a mix of useable and meaningful green space typologies are
well integrated within the layout of new development.

1 The Plan supports delivery of new community facilities across Hailsham, as well
as improvements to existing facilities, catering for all ages and interests. The
design and location of these should be accessible to all and spaces should be
multi-functiona) allowing the whole community to make use of the facilities. In
particular, new healthcare facilities are welcomed.

{1 The Plan identifies opportunities for new transport infrastructure, supporting use

of public transport, walking and wheel!]
mobility hubsd across Hailsham that pro
are integratel with community facilities, helping make these a hub of local

activity.

1 The Plan envisages improvements to the network of green infrastructure across
Hailsham, including opportunities for diversifying existing spaces and retrofitting
existing streets and public spaces to integrate areas of greenery into these.

1 The Plarsupports a more walkable and pedestrian friendly town centre which
has a range of uses and facilities, and which supglagtimeactivity as well as a
familyfriendly evening economy.

3.20 These ideas embody the principles of sustainable development and healthy places.
The Neighbourhood Plan seeks to direct and shape growth and change such that it
enhances quality of life and place for current and future generations: such that
Hailsham becomes a really great place.
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Supporting good design and O0pl ac

The benefits of 06grfgre 4. ptisaleaetsabaccassilglityi | | u st
(for all people, of all ages, incomes and abi)itig provision of a wide range of

services and activities, and proximity to these and other people, as well as good

design and a mix of uses, is central to the creation of successful places.

Promotes Creates
sense of improved
comfort and accessibility
wellbeing
Nurtures and Builds and
defines a GREAT supports the
sense of PLACES local
community economy
Promotes Increases
improved social
health interaction
Figure4: The benefits of d&égreat placesb6. | mage adap!

Good design has a major role in contributing to the quality of life and creating
attractive, liveable place$so0o0d design goes beyond the look of buildings and
considers the mix of uses and activities that help create lively and interesting places;
the local character and distinctiveness of a place, reflected through its landscape and
building materials for exanmglcontributing to healthy lifestyles by making it easy for
people to move by foot and by bike; fostering a sense of community through well
designed, functional and attractive public spaces; and enhancing the quality of
environment.

In short, good design will help create high quality, safe and successful places in
Hailsham where people enjoy living, working and visitidgDesignGuide &Code

has been prepared and sits alongside the Neighbourhood Plan and helps illustrate
what is meant by good design in Hailsham. Applicants for development will be
expected to refer and respond positively to the Desi@nide &Code.
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Safe and convenient travel choices for all

To help move towards a wetlesigned, climateesilient andnclusive placet is

important to re-think the quality of streets and spaces in the towrhe town is

relatively flat and suitable for cycling, but cycling provision, beyond the Cuckoo Trall,
is limited. New routes and connections are needed, that provide for direct links
between the places people want to travel to and which, more importantly, are safe.
Space for cycling should be made available on the main routes in and around the
town, and safe crossings provided at junctions to avoid conflicts between vehicles
and cyclists.

Whilst travel by car remains important in Hailsham, and is a mode that many people
will continue to use and which needs to be catered for, consultation comments
highlighted the issue of traffic congestiand impact of thisparticularlyon the

town centre. Traffic management solutions should be put in place. However,
walking and cycling can and should be the default choice for moving around in
Hailshamlt is an aspiration that short trips, by foot and by bike, will become more
common. This is good for the environment, for health and social veeling and for

the economy. For longer distances, or for those who struggle to walk or cycle, then
bus services should provide an attractive propositidinis means providing

frequent services and good waiting facilities, coupled with junction priority and good
quality vehicles, providing both comfort and the ability to usefViTravel by foot,

by bike or by bus should be a deligh&ood public transport supports a good

walking and cycling network and should form the backbone of the movement
strategy for the town.

But this needs to go hanith-hand with changes to the way we currently use the car.
The Neighbourhood Plan aims to create the conditions that encourage safe,
attractive and efficient travel by alternative modes, and which provide people with
the choice and opportunity to travel by foot, bike or public transport: a choice that
d o e s n @&xist at thelmlomgent.Indeed, providing for good walking and cycling
conditions, and improved public transport services, helps reduce congestion and
carbon emissions from vehicles, bringing environmental benefits.

For Hailsham, land use and transport decisions must be aligned, so that new growth
knits into the existing urban fabric and which provides the conditions for walking

and cycling. Streets should be designed to recognise that they are places too, that
they comprise the majority of public space in the town and should therefore provide
opportunities for people to meet, sit and enjoy. Equally, smarter approaches to
parking should be made over time, with less surface car parking in the centre,
providing scopedr new shops and homes, public spaces and civic facilities.

In Hailsham we want to see real, attractive transport choices for all. Everybody will
be able to get around, safely and enjoyably, by foot and by bike, and have access to
frequent, fast and reliable public transport services.
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Policies and Projects

The policies, and projects, within this Neighbourhood Plan intend to deliver on the
vision objectivesand overarching principlesrhe following sections of the
Neighbourhood Plan present thesgrouped in response to key themesaptured by
the objectives.

It is important that the Neighbourhood Plan is read as a whole. All
policies should be viewed together in the preparation and consideration
of planning applications .

For the avoidance of doubt, the following sections include a mix of policies and
projects, introductory and explanatory text. Policies and projects are presented in
coloured boxes as indicated and described below.

Policy Box

The Neighbourhood Plan establishaslicies for the use and development of lan
in Hailsham These are contained in green shaded policy boxes, like this one.
These cover matters where planning permission is required for development-
take pl ace. They do not apply to

~

devel opment rightsad.

Project Box

The Neighbourhood Plan covers more than just traditional planning matters a
presents the ¢ ommu n itemytiBasthexcomsundyraref o
seeking, but that cannot be delivered through planning policy (such as
infrastructure improvements), are identified, and contained in yellow project
boxes, like this oneThese do not form part of the statutory development plan
but are included within the body of thReighbourhood Plajrather than being
presented in a separate chapter or appendix, segthey relate to the objective:
and form a clear and important part of the story. Projects could potentially be
delivered by or with partner organisations and service providers.
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4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

HAILSHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Community

Introduction

The presence and provision of social and community infrastructure is critical to
sustaining and meeting the dayday needs of local residents in Hailsham, providing
access to essential services and facilities, and helping to maintain a high quiity of li
Such facilities, which include schools, healthcare, churches, sports and community
centres, also have an important role to play in strengthening social networks, sense
of community and identity. Locating such uses in easy aoféssneand co

located with other activities will help increase access and use by the whole
community.

This is recognised in good practice guidance. diee to 20minute
neighbourhoodgublished by the TCPA seeks to show how complete, compact and
connected neighbourhoods can be created, where people are able to meet their
everyday needs within a short walk, or cycle, of the home. This means that

important facilities that support dap-day activity, including for example, schools

and healthcare, should be in close proximity to the home and accessible to all.
Equally, th&uality of Life Framework nt r oduces the concept
dconnected communitiesad. 't notes that
foster a sense of identity, develop social connections, and strengthen health and
wellbeing.

Policy SS9 of the emerging Wealden Local Plan states that community facilities
should be located where they are accessible by active and sustainable means of
transport, and where they are located to help facilitate community cohesion. Policy
INF7 developshis further, establishing principles for the location of such uses, that
they should be designed to support mdfitinctional use, and are wetitegrated

within development and the community they are intended to serve. The policy also
supports the retetion of and improvements to existing facilities. These points are
all recognised as being important locally.

The importance of providing new community facilities, particularly as a result of
growth and development, was stressed in the first Neighbourhood Plan.
Consultation undertaken through the review of the Neighbourhood Plan reiterates
this point, with respodents highlighting the need for healthcare provision, facilities
for youths and younger children, public toilets and areas of play. It was noted by
respondents that facilities should be in close proximity of the home and support use
by all ages, and thgiven the pressure on existing services arising from the scale of
growth that has taken place across Hailsham (and Hellingly), any further growth
should be dependent on new or improved facilities being provided.
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Healthcare

The need for new and improved healthcare facilities in Hailsham is recognised by

Wealden District Council. A new medical centre was to be delivered as part of the
OAspiresd proposal for the regeausedat i on
with this work broughtto a closerecently. Despite this, the District Council has

reaffirmed their commitments to delivery of a new medical centre irrespective of

wider regeneration in the town centre.

Delivery of a new medical centre will respond to the needs of the growing

population of Hailsham as well as its role as a hub for surrounding communities who

are reliant on the provision of services in the town. To this extent, delivery of a

medical cente will also help respond to changing demographics and the needs of an
ageing population in Hailsham and its wider catchment and help relieve pressure on
existing services. The need is further emphasised irdthé Wealden

Infrastructure Delivery Pla@iDP)Part 2which states that, in Wealden as a whole,

just over half of all residentsiea ccess t o a Doctords surger
of the home by public transport or foot. This is the lowest percentage of all local

authority areas in East Sussaxd belowthe average of around 64% for the county

as a whole. Delivergf new health servicesamreat ed as OdcaftiDR i cal 6 i
Part 3(March 2024)

The District Council has committed to working with the Sussex Integrated Care
Board which will help inform the scale of facility and range of health services to be
provided. Funding has been earmarked by the Dis@iatincilfor delivery of a new
medical centre, although it is likely that there remains a funding gap.

The funding and delivery of healthcare services and facilities is complex: NHS
Commissioners (NHS England and Clinical Commissioning Groups) place contracts
with NHS providers to treat patients. The providers of NHS Services include the
NHS Trust, GeneraPractitioners, NHS dental practices, NHS community trusts,
private and third sector contractors. Funding comes primarily through general
taxation and National Insurance Contributions. Where development might result in
an increased population and additad burdens on healthcare services, funding
through s106 agreements and the Community Infrastructure Levy can be sought to
contribute towards any necessary improvemengsy proposals for primary
healthcare provision (or contributions to such facilities) shoéde regard tahe
operational and financial viability of the facility concerweith the operational

details agreed with NHS Sussex Integrated Care Board or other such appropriate
body.
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As an alternative to traditional modebf delivery, opportunities may instead exist to
use or repurpose existing buildings as health hubs, potentially on a temporary basis,
providing a range of services such as clinics, outdoor activities foierly

purposes, training programmes, socialirsion and support groups. Additionally,
scope may exist to provide mobile health facilities, providing residents access to
healthcare who might not otherwise be able to reach such services without reliance
on the private car, providing equity of accesshealthcare facilities. In such

instances, collaboration between healthcare providers and community organisations
will help design and deliver such schemes.

Policy HaCF 1: Healthcare

1. Proposals for health facilitiesfiould be located within the town centre or,
if sites are unavailabie the town centre then consideration may be give!
to an alternativesustainabléocation that is accessible to all by public
transport, foot and cycle.

2. The range of health facilities to be provided should be determined in
consultation with the Sussex Integrated Care Board and, as far as pos:
i nclude a combination of Doctor.
minor injuries unit anather walkin services as appropriate.

3. As appropriate to the scale and nature of the proposiyelopment
shouldinclude rooms and facilities (including public toilets) that can be
utilised by the public, other community groups and services.

4. Where proposals comprise part of a mixease developmenthe uses
should becomplementarywith noise and odour conflicts between uses
avoided.

5. In advance of a new medical centre being provided, proposals for the
temporary use of vacant buildings or use of rooms in other community
facilities and whichkenable provision of healthcarghould be explored
Uses should be located where they benefit from good public transport
provision.
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Wider health initiatives

4.10 Alongside provision of neWealthfacilitiesis the importance of supporting healthy
lifestyles. The Town and Country Planning Association has prepared guidance on
Planning for Healthy Plac€424). This states, quite clearly, that:

0Some of the most pressing health chall et
health, physical inactivity, social inequality and the needs of an ageing population, can all b
affected by the quality of our built and natural environment Wheseer det er mi n
h e al t hudt inHueneed byrthe planning system. Improving both physical and mental
health and well being should therefore be

4.11 Interms ofaddressindnealththrough wider policieghe following are of relevance:

Healthy neighbourhood design

4.12 The Neighbourhood Plan is supported by a Dedgyride &Code which establishes
principles in respect of the layout of development and how it should be integrated
with the existing built form, providing green space and opportunities for walking,
wheeling and public transport. The Neighbourhood Plan is undeegliy the
concept -mfnuhe 6bewnd, which supports pr o\
dayto-day needs in close proximity to and easy access of the home. These
principles support active play and active travel, encouraging regular exercise and
contributing to healthy behavioursPlease refer t&action 6 of the Neighbourhood
Plan as well as the Hailsham Dedi@gnde &Code for relevantpoliciesand more
information in respect oeéncouraging healthy neighbourhood design

Healthy homes

4.13 A combination of national policgndbuilding regulations establish standards in
respect of the design and construction of new homa@#ie emerging Wealden Local
Plan also includes various standar@iese are intended to address matters such as
sustainability, climate change impacts and air quality. The Neighbourhood Plan
expands upon this by establishing a mix of different types and sizes of home that
should be provided, supporting the provisionroixed communities that provide for
a wide range of needs, including young families, opportunities for downsizing and
specialised homes for an ageing population. Please refgedton 6of the
Neighbourhood Plan as well as the Hailsham DeGigide &Code.

Healthy food

4.14 The emerging Wealden Local Plan encourages provision of allotments and
community gardens that support opportunities for food growing. The
Neighbourhood Plan supplements and expands uponebktablising principles for
the provision of community gardenallotmentsand food growing places in later
parts of this Section of the Plan. The emerging Local &tmnstates that where hot
food takeaways are proposed they will need to be accompanied by production of a
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Health Impact Assessmenthis, and wider guidance in the NPPF in respect of the
proximity of hot food takeaways to schools, is not repeated in the Neighbourhood
Plan, though both are important in creating healthy places and lifestyles.

Natural environment

National guidance and the emerging Wealden Local Plan outline the approach to
protecting the natural environment, responding to climate change and mitigating
flood risk. Access to green space and the natural environment has social and well
being benefitsThe Neighbourhood Plan supparimproved access to green and

blue infrastructure, including delivery of new and improved spaces withihitite

form of the town. Please refer t&ction 8 of the Neighbourhood Plan.

Healthy travel

National guidance supports movement networks that give priority to pedestrians,
followed by cycling, public transport and then the car. It is recognised that people
will continue to own and use cars. However, it encourages people to walk, wheel
and makeuse of public transport for shorter journeys. This contributes to active
and thus healthier lifestyles. The Neighbourhood Plan is linked to this and, in
Hailsham, supports provision of a network of mobility hubs that provide travel
choices,and which are connected by safe and attractive walking and wheeling routes
that cater for all ages and abilities, including improved connections to the Cuckoo
Trail. Support is also expressed for improved public transport provision, linked to
wider aspiations being developed by the County Council, such as-untiban bus
services and improved bus waiting facilities. Please ref&edtion 7 of the
Neighbourhood Plan.

27



4.17

4.18

4.19

4.20

HAILSHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Education and early years

The draft Wealden Infrastructure Delivery PldPart 3notes that, over the Plan
period, there is likely to be a shortfall of early years placedailsham

In terms of education, th&chool Organisation Plgrublished by ESCC for the

period 2024 to 2028 indicates surplus capacity within primary and secondary schools
to accommodate additional pupils resulting from housing and population growth.
This also suggests that surplus capacity exiskailshanbeyond this period and

will be able to accommodate additional pupils arising from ongoing growth in the
short to medium term. However, longer term (i,@ver the Plan period), and as

new development comes forward, tltraft Wealden Infrastructure Delivery Plan

Part 3identifies a shortfall of primary school places, with a potential further shortfall
rising beyond the Plan period.

Meeting the need for primary school pladesHailshams most likely to involve the

expansion of existing school sites. This may, in the short term, include the provision

of temporary classrooms in advance of new, permanent education facilities being

provided in order to establish needThe expansion of existing school facilities may

also provide for and thus help address the need for additional early years places.
Provision of these facilitidrafsWealden i dent i f i
Infrastructure Delivery PlaRart 3

Where new school and early years places are provided the impact on traffic
generation must be considenédcanThausmmpa:
issues at school drepff and pickup times. Proposals that involve delivery of

0 s ¢c h oo lwill e suppateddt @ however important that wherever school

streets are implemented these do not simply displace traffic onto immediately

surrounding streets They should thus be delivered in combination with a package

of transport measures that incluggovision of a network of safe, wedlonnected

active and sustainable travel routes that connect residential areas with schools
Implementation of these schemes will also contribute to health, safety and air quality
improvementsand should be progressed further in liaison with ESCC.

Policy HaCF 2: Education and early years

1. Where facilities suitable for Early Years wme proposed thesshould be
in locations accessible by foot.

2. Proposals for the expansion of existing primary schabisuld, as
appropriate,include new primary school places and Early Years space.

3. Proposals for primary school artghrly Years places will be expected to
support delivery of measures that encourage use of acnasustainable
travel.
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Community Halls, Centres and Hubs

Consultation responses drew attention to the need to improve the quality of the
existing network of community halls across Hailsham, diversifying the use of space
such that they become attractive and inclusive spaces for all to make use of.

Improvements to facilities will be supped where they involve the retrofitting and
refurbishment of the existing building. Where new development is proposed, which
may comprise an extension to the existing facility or provision of a new facility, it
should be informed by the scale and densitypwoildings in the existing vicinity. The
design of the building and spaces within it should be accessible to all and enable a
range of different groups and activitiesmake use of it. Flexible and adaptable
spaces should be incorporated into the building.
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Figure 5: The James West Centre

Opportunities that are taken to transform existing (or new) fagginto
ocommunity mobility hubsd are supported.
Sction 7 of the Neighbourhood Plan. It envisages community facilities being co
located with a range of transport choices and becoming hubs that provide a range of
functions. This includes community sharing kiosks or similar where people can
borrow or make use ofvarious goods and household equipment, such as gardening
and DIY tools, maintenance and cleaning equipment. Such a facility can help support
the environment by reducing the consumption and disposal of goods that are often
purchased but rarely used. Theesan be places that also allow people to learn new
skills, volunteer their own time and services, and become more connected with

their community. Delivery of such facilities are welcome in Hailsham and may take
inspiration from the model developed and®p a t e d Libdrayy oft Thireg8 .0
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4.24 The community feedback also stressed the need for provision of public toilets,
particularly in the town centre. These could be combined with and provided within
community halls and hubs.

Policy HaCF 3: Community halls, centres and hubs

1. Proposaldor new or improved community halls, centres and hubs shou

a. include provision of flexible space that can be used for a variety of
appropriate community uses;

b. be provided in locations that capitalise on opportunities to promote
walking, wheeling and use of public transport, and take opportuniti
to act as a 6community mobil it
site, secure cycle parking and EV chargingtppin

c. be inclusive and easily accessible to all users, ages and abilities;
d. provide public toiletsand

e. respond positively to local charactand, as appropriate tthe
location,design policies and guidance set out in tt@lshanDesign
Guide &Code.

2. Where proposals forthe provision of community facilitierm part of
mixed-use developmenthe usesshould becomplementarywith noise and
odour conflicts between usdseingavoided.

3. Where the loss of a community facility proposed it is expected that a
facilityreplacement is provided, equivalent to or better than exists
currently or where the need can be met by an existing facility within the
Neighbourhood Plan Area, and where evidence is provided that
demonstrates that the current facility is no longer requiredviable.

4. Where an existing community facility is to be vacated, and wherever
practicable, reuse for alternative community facilities will be the preferr
land use option. Proposals that would result in the loss of community
facilities will need to be supported bgaterial which demonstrates the
benefits to the community which outweigh the harm createdlvyloss of
that facility.
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Allotments

The Wealden Open Space studgports that the current provision of allotments in
Hailsham equates to just 0.05 hectares per 1,000 people, which is well below the

recommended national standard of provision which is 0.25 hectares per 1,000

people (as recommended by the National Socftyllotment and Leisure
Gardeners).

The Open Space study also recommends that allotments should be located within a
fitteenrminutewalk of the home. However, with only two areas of allotments in

Hailsham (at Station Road and Battle Road), the vast majority of households fall

outside of this distance.

The provision of allotments and other communliased food growing opportunities

is recognised as being important in terms of food resilience, health and mental well

being, providing an opportunity for people to come together and reducing the risks

of socal isolation, as well as increasing contact with nature. Local food growing also

supports biodiversity.

Opportunities for local food production are identified as a key feature of compact

and complete communities as outlined by thewn and Country Planning

Association n t hei r -mgwuniude thei@hbour hoodsd
Hailsham terminute town idea, which features in the guidance as a case study).

New developmenbf an appropriate sizen Hailsham is expected to provide

(a

allotment space, or contributions to this, in line with the standards established in the

Wealden Open Space Study.

The provision and layout of allotments, including access arrangements, landscaping,
provision of communal areas and structures on site should be designed in line with

good practice established by the National Allotment Society. Management of the
allotmens will be subject to agreement at the planning application stage. As an
alternative to provision of formal plots, development may incorporate community

orchards and gardens which allow residents to grow their own produce.

Where the scope exists to do so, opportunities may be taken to retrofit existing
streets and spaces to incorporate food growing space. Opportunities may exist to

introduce food growing areas within underused amenity space.
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Policy HaCF 4: Allotments and food growing

1.

Proposals for residential development shqudd appropriate to the scale «
developmentprovide new growing space in the form of allotments,
community orchards or gardens in accordance with quantity standards
established in the Wealden Open Space Study (April 2022) and inform
by evidence of local demand.

Where it is proposed to provide growing space -aite, its location should
relate positively to the wider green infrastructure network, wherever
practicable.

Proposals for the reuse of currently underutilised or vacant land for the
use of growing space will be supportedihese should help create a
connected network of green infrastructure across Hailsham.

The locationof growing spacenust be accessible by foot.

Use should be made of natural boundary treatments, including trees ar
hedges, around the allotments or community gardens.

The size and layout of plots within allotments is aligned with guidance
published byrhe National Allotment Societf?21%' Century Allotments in
New Developments).
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Sport

4.32 Policy INF8 of the emerging Wealden Local Plan establishes the approach to sports
facilities and trigger points for delivery of or contributions to such facilities. It
recognises the important role that schools play at the heart of communities, helping
bring communities together. The range of facilities provided within schools can also
be used for the benefit of the wider community, with outladurs or out of term-
time use being made of sports facilities, playgrounds and classrooms.

4.33 A new community sports hub is being delivered by Wealden District Council just to
the north of Hailsham. This will include courts and pitches for various sports, as
we l | as a skate par k, childrends play ar ¢
changing roms. However, and given the need for good access to facilities for the
community as a whole, and the recognised shortage of space across Hailsham,
opportunitiesfor improvements to and thehared use of facilities will be supported
in Hailsham The Wealden Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sports Strategy and Action
Planindicates that most facilities in Hailsham are at or over capacity. It also notes
that the quality of playing pitches is often quite poor. It identifies the Maurice
Thornton Playing Fields as a key site that is over played and of a poor quality.
Improvements to this should be made. In addition, use of other existing facilities,
including school facilities, should be made where possible. This is an approach

supported bySport England

4.34 Third generation turf (3G) pitches can be found at Hailsham Community College
and Grovelands Primary School, though neither is lit nor available for community
use. Opportunities should be explored that make these available out of school
hours for use by lubs and the wider public. Where this is facilitated, consideration
will need to be given to the impact on neighbouring amenity associated with, for
example, the noise and lighting associated with use of sports facilities in the evening.
Wherever artificial lighting is proposed it should be designed to minimise light
pollution in line with the following principles:

1 Use should be made ¢dw colour temperature lighting;

1 Light fittingsshould be incorporate shieldirig minimise skyglow;

1 Lighting shuld be confined tothe area of activity;

f Useshouldbemadef O&6smart switchingd so that |
when not in use; and

1 The use of lightinghould be limited atlifferent times of the yeato minimise
impact on nocturnal wildlife.

4.35 Where facilities are to be provided, or improvements made, they should be
accessible to all, with an emphasis placed on good walking and cycling links to these,
as well as provision of secure, and dry, cycle parking provision. These may include
the provison of new walking and cycling routes. All facilities should be designed to
reflect the character and qualities of the site and local setting, and have regard to
Active Design Guidangeublished by Sport England.
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Policy HaCF 5: Sports facilities and playing pitches

1. Proposals for development that provide new or improved spdidcilities
and playing pitchgsnd any associated buildings, including changing
facilities) including the use of existing school facilities outside of school
hours,should

a. beprovided in locations that are or can be made accessible via saf
walking and cycling routes;

b. avoiding impacting on residential amenity and or the natural living
environmentwhere artificial lightings required; and

c. becarefully sited to minimise loss of trees or other natural features

2. Proposals for development are expected to be fit for purpose and have
regard to Active Design Guidance published by Sport England.

3. Where new parking provision is required and proposed it should be we
related to facilities and make use of existirayd standingvhere possible.
On greenfield areas, parking should reflect landscape character, be inf
in layout, and avoid use of impermeable surface treatments.
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Play and amenity space

There is a lack of play and amenity space across Hailshamweaklen Open

Space studguggests that, in Hailsham, there is sufficient access to all open space
typologies, but that much of the this falls below good quality standards, as does the
overall provision of open space. This is also highlighted in the Green Infrastructure
mapping pepared by Natural England which shows that many people in Hailsham do
not benefit from local access to green space. This has implications for health, leisure
and social exclusion. With additional growth in Hailsham the pressure on existing
open spacesand impacts on residents, will be increased.

Responses to consultation identified support for new play and amenity space. This
came across particularly strongly in sessions with younger members of the
community.

Where newplayamenity space is to be provided as part of development, it should
be safe, accessible, and usable for all, and provide a range of open space types. It
should be inclusive and designed to cater for play for all ages and genders, and linked
to other leisureand communal activities, including provision of outdoor gym
equipment, allotment gardens and community orchards. In particular, the design of
the space and facilities provided within it should make space for girls, with
engagement exercises undertakenhilp design the space so it can be enjoyed
safely by all. Resources publishedMake Space for Girlshould be used and help

act as a conversation starter for engagement andgiesign activities. As far as
possible, such spaces should be overlooked by new development, providing natural
surveillance of that space.

These spaces should ideally be connected by a network of green infrastructure,
including public rights of way, trdmed and landscaped streets, and which
incorporate wildflowers and similar that support biodiversity and enable insect
pollinators to exter their range.

Opportunities that are taken to diversify existing open spaces to introduce a wider
range of open space typologies will be supported. Equally, opportunities that are
taken to introduce greenery into existing streets and spaces will be supported.

Many regdential streets, particularly those in more recent developments, are
dominated by areas of hard standing, with cars parked in the street and homes close
to the pavement edge, with little or no front garden. There is often very little
greenery in these @as and, coupled with a street network that includesaetsac,

limits access to play and amenity green space.
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Policy HaCF 6: Play and amenity space

1. Where relevant, and as appropriate to their scale, nature, and location,
proposals for new residential development (resulting in a net gain of ne
homes)shouldcontribute towards the provision of accessible and inclus
natural & semnatural green spaces, amenity green space and play spa
children and young people in line with quantity and accessibility stande
established in the Wealden Open Space stutgvelopment should:

a.
b.

Avoid creation of left over space that lacks purpose.

Integrate open space within the development ratkigain pushinghis
to the periphery.

Locate new green space within walking distance of as many reside
as possible.

Link new and existing green spaces through a network of green roi
wherever possible, including public rights of way and-tneed or
landscaped streets.

Provide a range of open space types, including areas of play, exer
areas for dogs, opportunities for growing food, and quieter areas fc
relaxation, which cater for all ages, genders and abilities.

Ensure that play areas and public spaces areavellooked, providing
natural surveillance of the space. Hidden spots must be avoided.

Enable play spac#sat are accessible for all children and incorporate
elements relating to nature and landscape as well as play equipme
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4.41 The transformation of existing streets into green or garden streetnsouraged
andis an initiative that residents may wish to bring forward. A garden street
typology is illustrated in the Hailsham Desi@nide &Code and may form a model
for transformation of existing residenti:
existing street might be retrofitted is presented figure 6.

4.42 Designed around shared spaces and slow traffic spaces, elements include provision
of pocket parks and doorstep play spaces, street tree planting, traffic cadimihg
integrated parking spaces. Such an approach is intendeelpocreate safer,
greener streets for residenfncourage human interaction and community
ownership of the space. It would also help deliver environmental benefits through
an increase in biodiversity and local management of surface water flooding.

Figure 6: A r t iillestradic showing how a typical residential street (top) might be transformed into a
6garden streetd, introducing doorstep access to green sp
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Project PASO0L Transforming existing residential streets into
green streets

The Town Council is supportive of proposals from residents who would like to
transform residential streets into green or garden streets.

The Hailsham Desiguide &Code illustrates a Green / Garden Streas one
typology that should be incorporated in new residential grovatlkeasand which
could be adapted to inform the retrofitting of existing residential streets.

The identification and transformation of existing residential streedsild need to
involve the cooperation of homeowners and close partnership with the releva
authorities, including the local highways authority, to identify a pilot project to
trial this concept, ahead of atgngerterm roll-out of such a project.

Identification of a pilot project would enable funding streams to be identified tc
help facilitate such transformation, with management and maintenance regim
and responsibilities established as a result of thab tri

Ahead of this, temporary applications for street closures as part of annual car
days and other similar events are encouraged and can be used to monitor the
community benefits.
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Burial space

The made Neighbourhood Plan noted that remaining cemetery space in Hailsham is
limited, and that the Town Council would seek to work with Wealden District

Council to identify the most appropriate and effective strategy for providing
additional burial cap#y in the future. Thedraft Wealden Infrastructure Delivery
PlanPart 2notes that, as the emerging Local Plan progresses, further work will be
undertaken to assedaurial needs across the district.

The 2018 assessment of burial space undertaken by Wealden District Council
indicated that, in Hailsham, all burial space would reach capacity within 30 years,
although as the population of Hailsham continues to grow this may have implications
for remainingcapacity.

A crematorium has recently been opened in Horam, although there remains a desire
for provision of burial space to be provided closer to homéhere that person lived

or had a local connection before their death. As far as possible, new burial space
should ideally be located in close proximity to existing facilities in Hailsham,
benefitting from shared use of existing facilities andgcially, helpg to ensure that

local families have access to dignified, accessible burial options.

Where new burial space is proposed in Hailshtra appropriate national guidance
on site, location and management must be adhered to, particularly in respect of
flood risk, groundwater pollution and other environmental considerations set out in
guidance published the Environment Agenthis will also help determine whether
an environmental permit is required. Proposals for natural burial sites, which
represent a more environmentalfyiendlyapproach compared to traditional burial
methods, will be supported. Guidance aatural burial groundpublished by the
Ministry of Justice would need to be complied with.

All burial grounds, natural or otherwise, can bring wider benefits to the community

in terms of wildlife and biodiversity value. Whilst primarily being a tranquil place for
the laying to resof the deceased, cemeteries also provide opportunities for wildlife
and use of the open space by the public for walking and relaxing. The landscaping of
any burial ground should be appropriate to context and take opportunities to

extend existing green infrasicture networks.
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Policy HaCF 7: Burialspace

1. Development proposals for provision of a burial ground, including natui
burial,should

a. where possiblebe locatedin close proximity to existing burial space,
allowing for shared use of facilities;

b. avoid areas of flood risk and comply with guidance in respect of
groundwater contamination;

C. minimise impacts on sensitive environments in line with national
guidance established by the Environment Agency and Ministry of
Justice; and

d. take opportunities through landscaping to provide a sense of
tranquillity and ecological value.
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Delivery

Where major new development is proposed that triggers the need for new
community facilities and supporting infrastructutieis should ideally be provided in
the first phase of development or prior to occupation of the relevant phase of
development to help integrate the new community with the existing, and to locate
this such that it is accessible to and can be used by meleaisting residents.

Whilst the provision of social and community infrastructure within any area of major
new development should principally be focussed on addressing the needs of that
development, they should, where possible, complement and respond positively to
the needs okxisting communities upon whom development will impact. The
District Council willneedto be satisfied about the phasing and delivery of these
uses. The policy acknowledges that whilst this outcome may not always be
practicable or viable, the early delivery of new community uses will help to build a
sense of community and integration wigisting surrounding communities.

Where possible, uses should be designed such that they are-fmndtiional. This
might include, for example, the ability for the community to make use of facilities
outside of normal operating hours (such as school sports facilities). To help
facilitatethis, applicants for new or improved facilities are encourageprépare

and submit &ommunity Use Agreemerds part of the planning application
material. This will help formalise the operation and use of the facility for different
uses and activities.

Policy HaCF 8: Community infrastructure delivery

1. Wherever practicable andommercially viableany social and community
facilitiesthat are to be provided as part of any major development propc
should be delivered during the early phases of development.

2. Proposals for major development that include new community facilities
should outline how the facilities will be delivered and, should the
application site comprise multiple land ownerships, the mechanisms by
which landowners will work together to delivehbse facilities.

3. Applicants for new community facilities, or improvements to existing
facilities, are encouraged to prepare a Community Use Agreement as |
of the planning application material.
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Town centre

Introduction

Strong and successful towns have a strong cenfitee NPPFencourages the use of
planning to support oOstrong, Vvibrant and
vitality and competitiveness of town centre$his is embedded in policy in the

adopted Core Strategy and the emerging Local Plan for Wealden.

Consultationon the Neighbourhood Plan emphasised the importance eftéfvn
centre and a desiréor an improved retail offer and experience, better quaahd
new pedestrianfriendly spacesThe extent of the Town Centre, as defined in the
emerging Local Plan, is illustrated-igure 7.

The first Neighbourhood Plan identified a series of issues and challenges for the
town centre. These remaiand, as the town continues to grow, so the pressure on
the High Street is increased. Challenges identified include:

1 The quality of the historic fabric of the town is undermined by extensive areas of
car parking, servicing and larger scale development footprints that contrast with
the finer grain nature of the town.

1 Traffic dominated spaces, including car parking and streets, dominate and
undermine the quality of the pedestrian environment.

1 There are conflicts between vehicular movement, pedestrians and syulidt
incomplete or fragmented routes between the High Street and surrounding
areas.

1 There is a lack of diversity in the centre, with a limited eveningragdttime
economy.

1 Investment is needed in the quality of the public realm, shopfronts and general
appearance of the town centre to help draw people into the High Street and
claw back expenditure that is leaking to other towns.

The Hailsham DesigBuide &Code, which sits alongside the Neighbourhood Plan,
presents aseries of design principles for future change and development in the town
centre, which ardramed by the following objectives

An accessible town cerg.

A diverse town centre

A walkable town centre

A green town centre

A climate resilient town centre.

=a =4 4 —a -9
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Contains OSM base map data and public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0 and OS
data © Crown copyright and database rights 2024, i —

) conservation area
:: 1 Town Centre Boundary
Primary Shopping Area

Figure 7: Defined town centre boundary, primary shopping area and conservation area, based on the
emerging Wealden Local Plan policies map
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The objectives seek to put in place a framework that creates the conditions for an
attractive centre that caters for the needs of the community as well as visitors to
the town. Theaspiration is thathe town centre will be a thrivinglacewith a

diverse range of facilities, uses and attractions, and where new development
responds to the historic qualities of the built fornit is intended that the town

centre is the beating heart of Hailsham, where public, economic and cultural life all
come together.

Although consultation responses expressed a wish for a wider retail offer this alone
will not deliver the step change required in the town centi®treets and spaces
account for the vast majority of public space in the town centheproving the

quality of theseincluding the potential for pagpedestrianisation of the High Street
(Figure 8), will significantlenhance the visitor experience.

Figure 8: Ar t iillestradics of potential public realm improvements along the High Street.
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A wider range of uses should also be encouraged to locate in the town centre,
providing for greater diversity and activity in the town centre throughout the day,
drawing people in at different times of day and thus supporting retail and other
commercial ativities. Providing for some new residential development in the town
centre will also help create life and activity and offer a new housing offer for
Hailsham.This could be realised through new mixede development, with
commercial use on the ground floors and residential above

Although this Neighbourhood Plan does not allocate specific sites for development it
does establish key principles that applicants should respmrahd which are

intended to help deliver improvements in the town centr&ey opportunities for

the town centre include:

1 Strengthening east west connections to and through the town centre, linking
with the wider green space network and completing the pedestrian network
within the town centre, making these better connected, more convenient and
comfortable to use, convivial drconspicuous.

1 Maximising the Cuckoo Trail through improved connections to this and
promoting complementary uses close to this that will enhance the user
experience.

1 Promoting public realm improvements and a network of enhanced public space,
with improved street fronts as places where people enjoy being and feel safe in.

1 Repairing fractured streets by exploring the potential to rationalise car parking
space and bring forward new development opportunities that make more
efficient use of the land and help bring vitality and life to the town centre.

1 Rationalising major junctions to provide a better balance between competing
users, making conditions safer for pedestrians and cyclists.

1 Enhancing the quality of the town square as a riuiictional and lively space
that is active and welcoming throughout the day.

1 Optimising the use of land by exploring opportunities to bring forward more
effective parking solutions that makes land available for new mixed, town centre
uses and activities.

1 Reflect and respond positively to the prevailing building heights in the town
centre and heritage assets.

The policies outlined in this section are intended to help guide change and future
development such that it contributes to a stronger and better functioning town
centre. These are to be read in association with the Hailsham DeGigiale &

Code: principles and guidance within whate intended to help create active and
interesting places that can be enjoyed by all, and which help towns flourish by
creating O6d&those placgs wherempenpld wardt to go to and spend time
in. These principles also respond to the existing urban grain, the health and social
benefits to be gained from human scale active places andsiielilated building
fronts.
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Town centre uses

5.10 Hailsham was granted a Market Charter in 1252 by King Hen(gd#d below) Its
role as an important market town continues: it is the largest town in Wealden and
servesits growing population as well as communities in surrounding towns and
villages. This role needs to be retained and should be reflected in the range of
services and facilities provided.

To all Citizens of Heylesham

We have granted and by this our charter have confirmed to our dear and faithful
Peter of Savoy, Duke of Richmond that he and his heirs in perpetuity may have a
market in his manor of Heylesham every week on Wednesday with all customs
pertaining to such a narket, so it be not to the detriment of neighbouring

markets. A toll on chattels and beasts to be collected in the market place each
Wednesday market.

King Henry 11l

5.11 The Town Centre should offer a wide variety of retail uses, maintaining a variety of
shops that complement each other, rather than a small number of retailers
dominating the townscape. These uses should be supported by the introduction of a
family friend} evening economy, uses and facilities for younger people, as well as
improvements to the look and appearance of individual units and the quality of the
public realm, making this an attractive destination to visit, spend time and money in.

5.12 The High Street is the historic heart of the town and should remain the primary
focus of town centre activitiesHowever, witht he changi ng nature o
Street d, c o mp datgercemntresrandffronoimernebadecshopping,
uses that provide for a mix of activities, including services, are encouraggl of
such services will help support retail activities, by bringing customers into the
centre, including local and independent retailers, servicing local residents as well as
those in the rural hinterland.

5.13 Other supporting uses within the town centre that would be considered appropriate
include leisure and entertainment, office floorspace, cultural activities, community
uses and residential developmer@ther town centre usesincludinghot food
takeaways and betting shops, can undermine the vitality and viability of the main
retail areas and be detrimental to public healffhe presence of and proposals for
such uses will need careful maeagentto avoid detrimental impacts and conflicts
between uses and the visitor experience of the town centre

47



HAILSHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

5.14 Proposals for mixedise development including residential are encouraged, as this
will increase the resident catchment of the centre and provide movement and
activity throughout the day, helping to sustain and support town centre businesses.
A 0l ayeredd approach to the mixing of corl
followed, supporting diversity, community cohesion and incluskoey principles
are outlined in the Hailsham Desi@uide &Code.

5.15 Where development does come forward, it should be designed to allow for change
over time, breaking development blocks down into individual plots, facilitating
incremental change and adaptation opl@i-by-plot basis, rather than block by
block, allowing for organic growth and minimising the impact on the wider area.

5.16 To help ensure the centre remains a vital and active pldeetemporary reuse of
vacant buildings andpdoeanand!| 6maeseehwhi t Br 0 8¢
Glossary is encouraged, providing life and activity in the skiertn whilst
opportunities for longetterm re-use and marketing of the units is undertaken. Pop
up units could cover a range of activities compatible with the function of the town
centre, includingetail and places to eat.

Figure 9: Market stalls at the Vicarage Field development on the High Street
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Policy HaTC 1 Town Centre uses

1. Proposals for development in the Town Ceet(as defined orrigure 7) should
reinforce the High Street as the main spine of activity and location of retail uses,
supported by complementary facilities and uses across the Town Centre, including
opportunities for the reuse of undeutilised land to the rear of the High Street

2. Proposals for new retail development and other complementary us#ése town
centre (includingarts, leisureand culture, financial and professional services, cafes &
restaurants, community facilities and visitor accommodatstruld helpstrengthen the
retail offer and visitor experience.

3. Other usesthat may be appropriate within th&own Centreinclude

a. Applications for town centre uses that contribute to the evening amghttime
economy, including leisure, cultural and community facilities are welcdimese
shouldenhance and diversify the offer within the town centre, subject to
assessment of scale, character, location and impact of the proposed uses.

b. Proposals that contribute to an improved range and quality of office and busine
accommodation, including space for stap businesses are encouragerthe use of
empty and vacant floorspace on upper storeys is encouraged, particularly for ¢
or residential use.

c. Applications for residential development, particularly where they comprise part
mixed-use schemeResidential units within the primary shopping aseauldbe
provided on upper floors, with the ground floors comprising retail or other
complementary uses.

d. Applications for development that seek to enhance existing community facilitie:
provide new community facilities in the town centre.

4. Proposalssould take a layered approach the mixing ofdevelopmentas set out in
the Hailsham DesigBGuide &Code,whereby uses within buildings are complementar
and where the development has been designed to avoid noise and odour conflicts
between uses.

5. Opportunities should be taken to makese of the ground floor of vacant premises on
temporary basis for new retail or other maifiown Centre uses.

6. Proposals for development in theown Centre should, where appropriate to the scale
and nature of developmengnhance the attractiveness of the public realm and imprc
the quality of the pedestrian environment.
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Town centre design principles

Hailsham TowrCentre, much of which is designated as a conservation dr&s,
been shaped by the historic evolution of the town. Theaft Hailsham
Conservation Area Appraisalentifies key characteristics of the town centre as
being:

1 Medieval core to the town focused around the church and market square.

1 Survival of 16tH 7th century or earlier buildings in the market square and the
roads leading to it, many of which have been refronted in the 11%th
centuries.

{1 Large scale 19th century expansion and development on the periphery of the
historic core.

71 Limited modern infill development, with more recent development concentrated
outside of the conservation area.

1 Built form within the urban centre is predominantly sited directly on the street
frontage, with some setbacks to residential properties.

1 Mix of uses within the conservation area, including retail, office and residential
uses.

1 Approximately 40 Grade Il listed building or structures; two Grade II* and the
Grade | listed St. Mary's Church.

1 Many buildings identified as being of local, vernacular or cultural interest.

71 Older buildings within the core of the village are timdeamed, but have either
been refaced with brickwork, which has been painted or rendered in some
instances; or first floor areas have been tile hung, with brickwork facing to the
ground floor.

1 Most buildings are two storey in height, predominantly of brick or stucco
(render), with clay tile roofs and some slate roofs.

1 Some historic shop fronts survive, whole or in part.

1 Boundaries to plots are not hard against the road, are generally formed by brick,
flint or rendered walls. There are also some limited examples of railings, fences
and hedges.

1 Key buildings: St Maryds Church, The Gr
the Fleurde-Lys, 2527 High Street.

1 Key open spaces: Churchyard, recreation ground, Vicarage Fields precinct.

The Draft Conservation Area Appraisal identifies a series of issues which detract
from the character and appearance of the Conservation Area and estabysitiag
principlesfor future change. It is expected that proposals for development,

including changes to the public realm, demonstrate how they have responded to this
guidance.Development should enhance the qualities of the historic fedumit,

where opportunities arise, seek to better integrate the Church within the town
centre.

50


https://www.wealden.gov.uk/UploadedFiles/Hailsham-Draft-Conservation-Area-Character-Appraisal-v3.pdf
https://www.wealden.gov.uk/UploadedFiles/Hailsham-Draft-Conservation-Area-Character-Appraisal-v3.pdf

HAILSHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

5.19 Equally, the first Neighbourhood Plan identified challenges for the town centre.
These remain, with responses to consultation on the review and update of the Plan
emphasising the importance of planning for change. Issues include the traffic
dominatel nature of the public realm, particularly along North Street and Vicarage
Lane, where service yards and car parks undermine the quality of environment,
visitor experience and links with the High Street.

5.20 Good gowth and developmenin the town centre should help strengthets role as
the civic and commercial hub fétailsham as well agirrounding rural communities
who use the town as their main leisure and retail centf@ood design must be
reflected in the layout and distribution of buildings and uses, the spaces between
them, the scale and architecture of buildingdforts to revitalise the centre should
make it an attractive place to visit and spend time in.

5.21 Proposals for the regeneration and redevelopment of the town centre were
previously explored t hhrsenvisapedmdjoe O Aspi r es
redevelopment of the Vicarage Fields shopping area as well as land around the
District Council office and adjacent Leisure Centréhe timing of the proposals
coincided with the onset of the Cowid9 pandemic and have since faltered.

5.22 An alternative approach to development thus needs exploring in Hailsham. This may
include the retrofitting, refurbishment and upwards extension of buildings, where
these enhance the street environment and respibet historic environment,
prevailing building heights and street enclosure ratios (as set out in the Hailsham
DesignGuide &Code).

5.23 Opportunities also exist for development through the rationalisation of land
currently occupied by surface car parking and service yards. Development of such
sites will be supported where they help create new street frontages and thus
improve the sense drrival and welcome to the town centre. Car parks along
North Street and Vicarage Lane present opportunities for transformation, enclosing
the rear of existing properties, completing the perimeter block and supporting
improved connections to the High Stet. Where new or incidental public spaces
are created as a result of development, these should be designed with safety in mind
and have regard to microlimatic conditions, eliminating strong winds and maximise
access to sunlight.

5.24 Proposals for change and development in the centre should reflect the growth and
evolution ofHailshamsupporting the main spine of activity along the High Street.
Proposals should also allow for buildings to be changed and adapted over time,
responding to changing circumstances, retail, working and living habits.
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Policy HaTC 2: Town Centre design principles

1. As appropriate to the scale, nature and location, propo$ais
development in Hailsham Town Centre (as defineéioure 7) should
strengthenthe character of the centre ands set out in the Hailsham
DesignGuide &Code:

a.

b.

Create clear and consistent building lines with active frontages at
ground floor level, following established building lines where they €
Provide the principal points of access to buildings on the main stre
or public space onto which it fronts.

Uses on upper floors should include windows and, where appropri
balconies, that look out across the street and create variety and
interest in building form.

Provide for clear, direct and wetlverlooked pedestrian routes
through or around the development site, connecting with the existir
route network.

Clearly define areas of public and private realm through-dediined
building lines and enclosure of private spaBéank walls and exposec
back land areas, including car parking and servicing areas, should
screened from view, preferably through the wrapping of these with
active development edges, or with other solutions such as provisio
green walls that improvéhe quality of the townscape.

Avoid the creation of O&superbl
into different parcels which can come forward for change and
development over time.

Corner buildings should be wedlrticulated and blank gable ends
avoided.

Respect the prevailing building height street enclosure ratio
Where building heights vary this change should be subtle and step
or down by no more than half to one storey between buildings.
Incorporate generous floor to ceiling heights, particularly at ground
floor level, to allow forthe mixing of uses and buildingflaxibility that
enablexhange of use over time.

Support improvements to the quality of the public realm and, where
appropriate, provision of new green infrastructure, in the town cent

2. Development should respond positively to heritage assets in the town
centre. Development should:

a.

Take opportunities, through retrofitting, alteration or redevelopmen
to replace or improve buildings or features that detract from the
character and appearance of the Conservation Area, as set out in 1
Draft Hailsham Conservation Area Appraisal
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b. Contribute to the presenation or enhancenent of the character of
the Conservation Area.

c. Respond positively to the immediate setting of the development sit
within the Conservation Area by virtue of its scale, massing,
architectural features and materiagés/oiding any adverse effects on
the Conservation Area, heritage assets or their seftin

d. As far as opportunities arise, better integrate the Church with the
town centre.

3. Where relevant, development proposals should be designed and arran
to respect the ability for the market and other outdoor events to operate
in the town centre.

Project TCM-01:Town centre concept masterplan

The Town Council, in collaboration witthe District and County Council and
other stakeholdersincluding landowners, businesseslthe wider public, is keen
to develop a concept masterplan for the town centre. This would explore,
spatially, how change can be taken forward, guide future development and ot
interventions, including those associated with accessibility and the pedlina.

53



5.25

5.26

5.27

HAILSHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Safe places for all

One of the key messages highlighted through consultation events was concern about
personal safety in the town centre, particularly amongst the younger generation.

This concern is exacerbated by theited evening and nighime economy, and

thus lack of activity in théown centre after typical opening hourand which is

coupled with the network of fragmentetvitterns, hidden corners and service

areas

Buildings and spacesthre Town Centremust be designed with issues of personal
safety and security in mind, responding to the needs and concerns of all ages and
genders at all times of the day and nigRiublic spaces, for example, should be well
overlooked, designed within inclusion in mind, and with walking routes being direct
and welHlit.

The quality, safety and use of public space will benefit from an approachdesign
and collaboration through the planning and design procB¢sces that are designed
with women, children and the vulnerable in mind will become better, more
attractive, vibrant and safer places for all. Places should ideally be shaped with
vulnerable groups through a process ofdesign and collaboratiorKey principles
are set out in the Hailsham Desi@uide &Code and include creation of well
overlooked spaces and use of sensitive lighting;eeglhected streets and spaces
and the arrangement of buildings and landscaping to allow for clear sightlines,
supporting use of the town centre throughout the day and dasigipublic spaces
and facilities to cater for a mix of ages

Policy HaT C 3. Safety by design

1. The design of development (including retrofitting of existing buildings)
public spaces must support gender inclusion and personal safety,
embedding design principles that minimise opportunities forsotial
behaviour, crime and the fear of crim&roposals should have regard to
the principles outlined in the Hailsham Desi@nide &Code, the setting
and character of the Conservation Area and heritage assets within it

2. Proposals for developmershould takean approach to cedesign and
collaboration.

3. Maintenance and management strategies should be prepared for publi
spaces, with use of higjuality and lowmaintenance materials made as
appropriate to ensure design features are ldasgting.
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Shopfronts and signage

5.28 There are a wide range of commercial business premises operating in the town
centre. These include shops and offices, bars, cafes and restaurants and clubs.
Inevitably, the quality of design of their frontages and associated signage varies
considerably.

5.29 The quality of the shop fronts along the High Street and within the town centre as a
whole has an influence on the appearance and attractiveness of the town centre.
During consultation the visual appearance of buildings in the town centre was raised:
many people thought that the upkeep and maintenance of the buildings could be
improved, and that a consistent approach to signage and shopfronts would make an
improvementto the experience of the town centre.

5.30 Poor quality signs and materials undermine the visual quality of the town centre and
the historic qualities of the centre that the District Council is seeking to preserve
and enhance through the conservation area designatiois.thus considered
important that shopfronts respond better to local character and bring a consistency
of style to the town centre.

5.31 Equally, the use of shop signage on pavements should be limited to reduce clutter
within the town centre. Any new signage on pavements that is associated with the
business of the individual premises should have due consideration for the character
and design of the street furniture in the wider area and should seek to enhance the
public realm.

5.32 The National Design Guidstresses the importance of creating active frontages,
particularly in local centres, and, in terms of responding to character, states that
consideration needs to be given to fagade design. This includes aspects such as
symmetry, variety, the pattern amaroportion of doors and windows, and their
details. However, itHailshamthe presence of inactive building frontages in the
towncentre( parti cul arly associ &dseedulted)int h 6bi g
places, in a poor relationship with the street. Where there have been insensitive
alterations to shopfronts, as well as newer, poorly designed shopfronts, these have
begun to erode the character of both the local area and of the hodtlimgs.

5.33 The Hailsham DesigBuide &Code includes a section thatpecifically relates tthe
town centres and shopfronts, and where adherence to these codes will help support
a vibrant, safe and attractive centre for the enjoyment of all. It is important that
shopfronts are designed and conceived in relation to the entire building, scale,
proportions and architectural style. Key consideration include:

1 Vertical elements within the overall building design, such as columns and
fenestration, should be reflected in the shopfront design.

1 Horizontal elements of the shopfront design, including signage, fascia and glazing
should be consistent and relate well to surrounding facades.
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5.34 The design of the shopfront should acknowledge and continue the overall design
language and common features that occur on adjacent buildings, with the palette of
materials and colours generally being consistent with the overall character of the
street and the age of the building. To help support the relationship between ground
floor activities and the street environment, the use of opaque film and vinyl stickers
in windows should generally be avoided.

Policy HaTC 4: Shopfront design and signage

1. Proposals for shopfrontsn the town centre should be designed in line wi
the Hailsham DesigBuide &Code:

a. The shopfrontshouldcomplement the scale, proportion and
architectural style of the host building and wider street scene,
including, as appropriate, the scale, character and features of adjo
buildings.

b. The fascimhouldcomplement rather than obscure or damage existil
architectural features including windows.

c. The restoration of original and traditional shopfrordbouldreplicate
the original materials of the host buildinghere practical

d. Signagshouldcomplement the host building and provide visual
consistency along the street.

e. External lighting, if usedhouldbe unobtrusive and protect the visual
amenity of the area. Internally illuminated signstgeuld be avoided

f. Doors and main points of acceshould beclearly defined and enable
access directly from the main street onto which the shop unit fronts

2. Proposals for external shuttershoulddemonstrate that there are no
other reasonable alternative solutions that can provide adequate secur
External shutters must be perforated and must be appropriate to the hc
building and wider shopfront design.

3. Proposals should, as appropriapgotect and reinstag original
architectural features. This includes retention of existing or provision o
new pilasters and cornicing.

4. Proposaldor shopfrontsshould as appropriate to locatiorgontribute to
the preservation or enhancement of the character of the Conservation
Area, avoiding any adverse effects on tbenservation Area, heritage
assets or their settig.
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Project SHS-01:Shopfront improvements

The Town Council, in collaboration with other relevant stakeholders and publi
bodies, will explore opportunities to offer grants or other incentives to shop ar
landowners to promote the repair of damaged facades, reinstate lost historic
features and ingll high quality traditional windows and shop fronts in the town
centre.
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Public realm, g ateways and wayfinding

The public realm is defined as all the spaces between buildings to which the public
has access. The importance and value of good quality public realm is well recognised

In Hailsham town centre recent street works have sought to improve the quality of

the public realm along the High Street, George Street and Vicarage lthoneever,

many places remain traffic dominated and present an underwhelming environment
and visitor experience Efforts to improve the quality of the street scene are
encouraged, including rationalising the amount of road space, through the narrowing
of the carriageway for example, removal of unnecessary street signs that cause visual
clutter, and extension of thewrrent public realm works across the wider town

centre to create a unified feel and appearance. The aim is to create an attractive and
welcoming town centre environment that is open to and accessible for all,

particularly for those on foot and bicycle.

Consultation responses drew attention to the need for the town centre, and the

High Street in particular, to be a more pedestrian friendly and inviting space. The
Hailsham Desigsuide &Code explores the potential for part pedestrianisation of

the High Streetpossiblyclosing this to vehicles during normal trading hours, but
allowing access outside of thihis would allow for a muHiunctional space to be
created that can be used differently through the day, including areas of seating and
outdoor dining, and places for market stalls which could also be utilised for servicing
and parking. This would alsllow for integration of green infrastructure into the

High Street. Combined with this, and any necessary rerouting of bus stops and taxi
services, the network ofwitterns between the High Street, North Street and

Vicarage Lane need to be improved. A similar public realm treatment to that used
along the High Street would help bind these together, but wider improvements
would also be required to development along these, mgkhese more active, safer
and inviting spaces for people to use at all times of the day. This may also include, as
appropriate, installation of feature lighting and public art that improves the feeling of
safety.

Thebsquared outsi de t heisthemanmpublepadeane | ds de
gathering point in the town centrelt is an important nodal point between the High

Street, shopping centres and Church, it is the location of the market and other

public activities and is where east west and north south pedestrian movements

cross. However, the space is dated and provides limited opportunity for people to

sit, relax and interact with eachotheT hi s 1 s Hai |l shamdés O6out di
Proposals that seek to enhance the quality of the public realm and provide for multi
functional use of the space throughout the week, and at all times, will be welcome.

Throughout the town centre, opportunities for introducing green infrastructure
should be explored. This could include installation of green walls and roofs but is
more likely to involve the rationalisation of existing street space r@mdoval or
@epavingof hard surfaces.

58



5.40

5.41

5.42

5.43

5.44

5.45

HAILSHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

The potential to provide new street tree planting is welcomed, alongside the

creation of new areas for people to sit and relax. Other opportunities, including the
use ofmovable, high quality tree planters, the planting of wildflowers and grasses, as
well as the introduction of raingardens that provide biodiversity value as well as
flood resilience measures.

This might include the use of parklets and other trial methods in the short term to
test the potential for longer term interventions. Alongside this, blank walls and
gable ends, the exposed backs of properties and unsightly service yards should be
screenel from view and their public face improved. The use of green walls and
public art to enliven these areas is encouraged.

Within the town centre, key opportunities for introducing new green infrastructure
include the High Street and along North Street. Opportunities for introducing trees
and others forms of green infrastructure should also be explored elsewhere and
which hep connect existing green spaces on an east west basis, including Western
Road Recreation Ground, the Cuckoo Trathurch Grounds and countryside
surrounding HailsharFigure 10). This would help connect these stepping stones
and form a connected network of green infrastructure.

Where green infrastructure is provided in the public realnshould be designed as
part of a comprehensive street design strategy, with opportunitiesrtdakeough the
design and location of planting to also provide better crossing points for pedestrians
and, as appropriate to the street, infrastructure that supports safe cycling.

Gateways

There are a number of important gateways or arrival points into the town centre.
They signal to the visitor that they have entered a different part of the town, often
defined by the character of buildings, spaces and activity taking place. Gateways
shoutl welcome the visitor and help create a sense of place. In Hailsham, more
could be done to improve the quality of the gateways, signifying and celebrating the
sense of arrival. Potential opportunities for enhancement to these in the town
centre include:

The South Road car park : This is the former location of Hailsham railway station
and where South Road loops up and over what is now the Cuckoo Trail. Despite
beinga major asset for the town, the route of the Cuckoo Trail becomes
fragmented at this point, requiring journeys to be made through the car park and
on-street. The history and recreational value of the Trail, and its connectivity with
the town centre, is undr played. The car park coujabtentially bereorganised and
reimagined as a community mobility hub, providing a range of active travel choices
combined with other community facilities. This could include a visitor centre and
café, combined with public art, lighting and landscaping that celelhatesute of

the Cuckoo Trail, provides space for people to dwell, and where wayfinding
supports orientation and connectivity with the wider town centre.
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North Street : North Street comprises the main vehicular route through the

centre of Hailsham. It is a traffic dominated space where buildings have turned their
backs on the street and where the visitor is greeted by areas of surface car parking
and service yards. Theeighbourhood Plan and associated Desgynde &Code
suggest elsewhere that where opportunities are taken to bring forward development
on North Street, they should help create new street frontages, rationalising and
enclosing space used for parking and servicing. Alongside this, green infrastructure
should be incorporated along the street, including street tree planting and

installation of green wallsr public arton buildings that enlivens the street
environment. Routes from North Street to the High Street should be clearly

defined, through use of materials and wayfinding, combined with which unnecessary
street clutter should be removed, minimising visual clutter ahdtruction to

pedestrians

Cuckoo Trail bridge via Tesco car park : This is an important route for people
arriving into the town centre by foot and bicycle. Howeverditectsusers through

the service access and car park towards North Street and where a slight detour is
required to reach the crossing point on North Street where visitors are greeted by
the blank wall of the Asda store / Quintins Centre. Opportunities could aken to
better define the route, potentially through use of materials that give priority to
pedestrians and cyclists, where crossings along North Street are aligned with desire
lines, and where the rear of the Asda Store and associated service yard enedre
potentially through public art, sensitive lighting or use of greaiis.

Wayfinding

The sections above highlight the importance of connectivity and wayfinding, better
improving the links between the component parts of the town. This may
incorporate use of signage and public art at Hegtinations. These should be of a
consistent design and reflect the heritage and culture of Hailsham. Information
presented should help support and encourage movement by foot and bicycle.
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D Town centre boundary ‘.b Mew | diversified green infrastructure
- Buildings / Connected green corridors
- Existing green spaces

Figure 10: Concept plan that illustrates the potential for introducing new green infrastructure within the town
centre and which can be used to connect existing green spaces, creating a networked of linked spaces that
connect town with country and support the movement of species, including pollinators
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Policy HaTC 5: Public realm, gateways and wayfinding

1.

As appropriate to the scale and location of developmenbppsalsshould
enhancehe attractiveness of the public realm and improve the quality c
the pedestrian environment, resilience to climate change and introduct
of green infrastructurdand support delivery of ideas presented in Proje«
PRGO1).

Proposals for development adjacent tdvaittern should facilitate
improvement of thatwittern by:

a. providing new entrances and windows that face into tiwétern;

b. making the route more direct and with clear visual links from either
end; and

c. providing, as relevant, lighting that respects neighbouring amenity.

Proposals for devel opamidentifiedathe 6 g i
supporting policy textare expected to enhance the sense of arrival
through:

a. Provision of public space that enables orientation and which suppc
social use and interaction as part of the network of public spaces it
the area.

b. Alignment and connectivity with existing routes, including new and
improved crossing points, for people walking, wheeling, cycling or
using other norAmotorised forms of travel.

c. Improved wayfinding through provision of a legible development
structure, signage, planting and public art.

d. Integrating and enhancing existing features of value, both natural &
built.

Proposals that incorporate wayfinding signs and informatfmuld be

a. Consistent, across the Plan area, in terms of design and quality.

Well integrated with other street furniture to avoid unnecessary

street clutter and physical obstruction.

c. Located in gateway and arrival points into the area, and at key
destinations, aiding orientation

d. Designed for inclusivity, utilising solutions (such as tactile and audi
maps or digital technology) that enhances accessibility and mitigat
barriers to mobility for those with disabilities.

o

Proposals should contribute to the preservation or enhancement of the
character of the Conservation Areavoiding any adverse effects on the
Conservation Area, heritage assets or their segtin
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Project PRG-01 Town centre public realm improvements

The Town Council is keen t@xplore opportunities that improve the quality of
the public realm and highway network in the town centre, and to work with
partner organisations to test and deliver the projects outlined below and
presented in more detail in thelailsham Desiguide &Code. Ideas outlined
below would be tested and explored further with the community.

Greening

Opportunities should be taken that contribute to the greening of the urban
environment(Figure 10). Subject to agreement of appropriate management ar
maintenance regimes, this includes but is not limited to:

1 New tree planting as well as planting of wildflowers.

{1 Installation of green walls and roofs.

1 Introduction of urban rills and other water features, including rain gardens,
supporting sustainable urban drainage systems.

Where new green infrastructure is providethis should help create a connectec
network of green spaces and routes, which support the movement of species
well as strengthening connectivity between the town centre and surrounding
landscape.

Streets and Spaces

Opportunities should be taken that improve the quality of the pedestrian
experience in the town centreThese include but are not limited to:

1 Potential for partial pedestrianisation of the High Street, which could take 1
form of a shared sufrdmctei amalad am
used at different times of the day (e.gfter normal trading hours) or specific
days of the week for servicing, parking, outdoor dining and other activities
including street markets.

1 Rationalisation of street clutter and introduction of new areas of seating al
the High Street.

1 Defining gateway locationsto the Town, including those at the entrance to
the Cuckoo Trail at the South Road car paakd alongNorth Street through
introduction of street tree planting, public art and new crossing points for
pedestrians and cyclists that provide safer connections to the High Street.

1 Improvements to the quality and attractiveness of the networkvatterns
that link into the High Street.

1 Implementation of a wayfinding strategy across the town centre.
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Public art

Opportunities exist in Hailsham to enliven the quality of the townscape through
installation of public art, with blank walls, car parks and public spaces being a canvas
for cultural interpretation.

The Cheltenham Paint Festiv@igure 11) provides inspiration for artwork in

Hailsham. An annual street art festival featuring large scale artworks, this brings
colour and vibrancy to the street and draws visitors to the town. A similar

approach in Hailsham could be taken that forms partofad e r -b®@ @mInal¢ en g &
strategy that raises the profile of the
round galleryd that supports | ocal arts

e

Rt

p s;/lv_vww.ch‘eltenhampaintfescivml.cauklpréviou:-féﬁval-aan_rk \

Figure 11: Example of artwork in Cheltenham created as part of the annual paint festival, showing how
buildings can be transformed. Such an approach could be taken to enliven blank walls and spaces within
Hailsham town centre (source of images: Cheltenham Paint Festival)
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Public art can be both temporary and permanent and cover a-nagging variety of
installations that support local distinctiveness and promote civic pride and identity.
Artwork may include sculptures and murals, lighting and street furniture that is
functional as well as decorative, event and performance spaceuppods use of

public space. It may also extend to new trends, such as immersive productions and
use of augmented reality.

Embracing new trends and artwork in a way that reflects the historic context of
Hailsham is important to the cultural offer of the townnstallations should be
coordinated and limited in number in order to have the greatest impact. Suitable
locations might be those that help aid legibility, provide landmarking at key gateways
or junctions, support interpretation of the history of the arear provide a new

point of interest and activity Combined with improvements to the Cuckoo Tralil,

new art installations can help create visual and physical links between this and the
High Street, supporting wayfinding and drawing visitors into the town centre.

Immersive and experiential artworks which reflect the diversity of the area can help
raise the profile of and inward investment into the town centre should be explored,
with opportunities taken to showcase innovation. Provision of such installations
shoul be coordinated with public seating and wider public realm improvements that
allow people time to experience the artwork.

Artists should ideally be involved in the design and or assessment of a scheme.
Where public art is being designed as part of a building, components of this may be
suitable for artistic interpretation, reflected within the building and materials or in
the public realm and landscaping associated with the building.
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Policy HaTC 6: Public art

1. Proposals foipublic art, including the replacement of installatistsguld
be:

a. located in a public space, it is well integrated with the space, avoid
physical obstruction and impeding sightlines.

b. respond sensitively to the setting of heritage assets.
c. sensitive to the design of the buildinfforming part of a building

d. strengthen sense of place through interpretation of the cultural
identity of Hailsham

e. enhance legibility.

f. should beaccompanied by a management plan that establishes
ownership and management responsibiljiteedject to the scale,
nature and location of the proposals

2. Where part of a building or public realm schemegposalsinvolving public
art should be developed in partnership with the artist(s) at the earliest
opportunity to support the successful integration of the artwork into the
townscape.

3. Proposals for immersive installations wiéed to demonstratehere is
sufficient public space to allow people to experience the installation
without comprising pedestrian or traffic movement, or causing harm to
amenity through noise and lighting.
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Roofscape

The retrofitting and repurposing of existing buildings is strongly supporidds
includes the way in which the roofscape is utilisddhere are several buildings in the
town centre that occupy a large area and where flat, often unused roofs
predominate. More effective use can be madetbé roofscapeintegrating green

and blue infrastructure into them, helping to mitigate against the impacts of climate
change through the cooling and insulation of buildings, reducing the heat island
effect, and increasing biodiversity. Such roofs can also suppod rfigigation
measures by delaying and reducing runoff through a combination of rainwater
storage and evaporation back into the atmosphere.

Opportunities exist to incorporate green and blue roofs throughdtgilsham
through the retrofitting of existing buildings as well as within new development
(Figure 12). Integrating green and blue roofs into existing buildings is more likely
where existing roofs are flat, but this should not preclude opportunities to explore
the retrofitting of other roof forms.

Green and blue roofs can take a variety of fornmeluding vegetated and lightweight
sedum roofsbiodiverse roofs designed to replicate or create habitats for a range of
species and supporting the movement of pollinators, and more intensive green roofs
requiring irrigation and which may allow for urban agriculture to take place.

Where green infrastructure is to be integrated within a building, through installation
of green roofsor opportunities for rooftop food growingconsideration must be

given tostructural impacts, managemeanrtd sustainabléorms of irrigation. All

forms of greeninfrastructure should minimise use of mains water for irrigation,
incorporating measures that maximise the capture and reuse of rainwater.

The use ofroofs mayalsoprovide scope for the provision of outdoor amenity space
or other use, such as provision of affordable workspabesuch instances, the space
should be carefully designed to avoid negatively impacting on neighbouring amenity
either by way of noise or overlookingThe Rotterdam Rooftop Catalogygrepared

by MVRDYV in collaboration witRotterdam Rooftop Daysoutlines a series of roof
typologies that could be utilised, depending on the form of building and size of roof.
This can be used for inspiration.

Where roof space is to be utilisedhe opportunity should be taken to incorporate
wider sustainable design measures that support climate change and energy
reduction, including installation of air source heat pumps, solar thermal and solar
photovoltaics where the orientation and angle oétloof supportoperational
efficiencies. Where installed, systems should be sensitive to the building and
surrounding context, particularly wimanvolving historic buildings. Solar rooftiles,
which mimic the look of traditional tiles, may be a more appropriate solution than
conventional photovoltaic panels.
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Figure 12: Aerial photo of the town centre with opportunities indicated for making more effective use of
large, flat roofs
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5.61 Research published by Centre for the Sou@efting solar off the groundfound
that there is significant potential to deploy photovoltaic panels on rooftops and car
parks, minimising the impact on farmland, landscape and nature, whilst contributing
to Government targets to increase solar capacity and move towards net zero.
Mapping of buildings in East Sussex undertaking in the research found that around
45% of rooftops have sufficient sunlight over the course of a year to make
installation of photovoltaics effectivathoughthis needs balancing with an
understanding of structural impact on the building, ownership of the energy
generated, and connectivity with the gridhere are numerous buildings in Hailsham
Town Centre with flat roofs that present opportunities fantervention.

Policy HaT C 7: Roofscape

1. Proposals that involve the use of roofs, including the retrofitting of exist
buildingsshould

a. Incorporate green and blue infrastructure; and or
b. Incorporate renewable energy generation.

2. All green infrastructureshouldmake use of sustainable forms of irrigatior
including rainwater capture and reuse.

3. Proposals that incorporate outdoor amenity and activity space, or whic|
incorporate new uses such as affordable workspataeof leve| should
not result in a loss of amenity or privacy to neighbouring properties.
Where screenings proposed it should noadversely affect the appearanc
of the building.

4. The use of the roofscape should be designed to respond positively to t
character of the building and the overall composition of the streebiding
any adverse effects on the Conservation Area, heritage assets or their
setting

5. Insofar as planning permission is required, the installation of solar theri
or photovoltaic panelsor battery storageshould be sitd to minimise
their effect on the external appearance of the building and amenttyeof
area
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Town centre car parking

Provision of car parking in the town centre is important to the vitality of business
and the ability of the town to serve the need of residents, including those in outlying
towns andvillages who are reliant on the retail offer and wider servicedansham

However, whilst the town centre is a vibrant place that supports a range of services
and activities for residents and visitors alike, the quality and enjoyment of the centre
is somewhat undermined by the presence of extensive areas of parkingcthe
historic High Stree{Figure 13). In all, there are 1,085 parking spaces in the town
centre. The land occupied by these amounts to 5.5 hectares, equivalent to the size
of seven football pitches.

Opportunities that are taken to improve the quality of the street environment and
public realm, and thus the visitor experience of the town centre, are welcome, but
must be balanced with recognition of parking requirements.

Given the scale of growtthat has taken place in Hailsham recently, as well as that
which is envisaged to take place as set out in the emerging Localtan,
recognisedhat existing parking provision does not cater for demand. It is thus
likely that car parking provision may need to expand in line with future growth but,
at the same time, active and sustainable travel choices need putting in place that
provide alternativertavel choices and reduce the need to travel, by céhis means
more direct walking and cycling routes to the centre, as well as initiatives that
support micremobility solutions and park and ride.

Overall car parking capacity in the town centre should be maintained, though it can
be rationalised to make more effective use of the landh welldesigned parking
provided in places that reduces vehicle movements in the centre, utilising, as
appropriate, data and technology that influences smarter parking choices.

The rationalisation of car parking in the town centre could involve provision of a
new multt storey car parkdelivery ofwhichwould require agreement with the
landowners. However, it, or another suitably designed and accessible lobatian
multi-storey wouldhelp release existing surface car parking elsewhere in the centre
enabling wider development opportunities to come forwardevelopment of

existing surface car parks to the rear of the High Street would help meet windfall
housing targets for development in Hailsham, support provision of new town centre
uses, and enable improvements to the quality of the centre and visitorexme,
repairing the urban fabric of the town.
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5.68 In the event thata multistorey car park is proposed ishould be wrapped with
active uses which help create an attractive street frontage. Suitable uses include
commercial, leisure and retail activitie§he wrapping of the car park with active
uses should be designed to break down the mass of the building, with the scale and
rhythm of frontages informed bihe character of the town centre anddjacent

buildings.
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Figure 13: Plan showing location and extent of surface car parking and service yards in the Town Centre.
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Policy HaTC 8: Town Centre parking

1. Development proposals that retain existing parking provisibauld take
opportunities to reconfigure the space tfatroduce multi-functional green
space and public realm improvements.

2. Proposals that result in the overall loss of parking provision in the town
centre willneed to provideevidence of car park utilisation and which shc
there is surplus alternative provision elsewhere in the town centre

3. Proposals for multstorey car parking will need to demonstrate that:

a. The proposal does not result in unnecessary traffic movement to, i
and around the town centre

b. The proposal contributes to the quality of the street environment
through integration of appropriate town centre uses that wrap the
development and include opportunities for inclusion of active grour
floor uses.

c. Routes between the proposed development and town centre activi
are clear, logical and well overlooked.

d. The proposal allows for the rationalisation and reduction of surface
car parking spaces elsewhere in the town centre.

e. The proposal avoids adverse effects on @enservation Area,
heritage assets or their setn

4. Proposals for multstorey car parks should takepportunities to introduce
green walls and utilise roof space for introduction of green infrastructur
or renewable energy generation sources.
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Housing, developmentand
design

Introduction

The NPPF is clear that sufficient amount and variety of land is required to meet
housing needs, including the needs of different groups. It also notes that the supply
of large numbers of new homes can often best be achieved through planning for
large scale development, incing extensions to existing towns and villages. This

has been and continues to be the case in Hailsham. However, and as highlighted
through consultation, new development has not often been-imgdigrated with the
existing built form, and the mix of newomes has not necessarily responded to
housing needs. This section of the Neighbourhood Plan thus puts in place policies
that seek to influence the mix and design of new residential development in
Hailsham.

The policies in this section of the Plan should be read alongside the Hailsham Design
Guide &Code. Consultation messages stressed the importance of new

development being welklated to the character and identity of Hailsham, which

create wellintegrated and interesting places. This is reflective of the NPPF which
states that planning policiesauld ensure that development is sympathetic to local
character, establishes or maintains a strong sense of place, and which creates safe,
inclusive and accessible places.

The emerging Wealden Local Plan idensiieusing growth areas across Hailsham
andal so establishes a 06 wi nThfssbubjécttdcaangee t
as Wealden District Council progress its Local Pldm help create a truly cohesive

and inclusive communitgreas of new growth must be well connected with the
existing, providing a range of housing
basketd of services and facilities that
located such that they araccessible to all. This includes health, leisure and

education, as well as local shops, but also extends to energy networks and other
utilities, including wastewater and management of surface water drainage.

The Hailsham Neighbourhood Plan seeks to influence the form and layout of
development, and the mix of housing types provided, such that this meets local
needs, makes better and more effective use of land, and responds to the qualities
and characteristicdiat help define Hailsham.
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Design and character

Good design is essential in producing attractive, high quality, sustainable and healthy
places which people want to live, work and relax in. Good design is not just about
the way that buildings look but also considers factors such as the mix of uses and
activities that help create lively and interesting places. These foster a sense of
community through well designed, functional and attractive public spaces, and
enhance the quality of environment.

Furthermore, achieving good design requires consideration of the local character
and distinctiveness of a place. In Hailsham, it is important that new development
responds to the distinctive positive, characteristic features and qualities of the area.

The achievement of wetlesigned places is a core principle of tePF It states, at
paragrapil3l,thatb good design is a key aspect of
better places in which to live and work and helps make development acceptable to

C 0 mmu nlt goas enstanote the importance of local communities in developing

design policies, sothétt hey refl ect | ocal aspirations
under standing and evaluat i aragreph32each ar e:
Neighbourhood Plans are crucial in identifying the special qualities of an area and
explaining how they should be reflected in development.

Given the importance of design and drivers for this established at the national level,
the opportunity has been taken through the Neighbourhood Plan to prepare a
Hailsham Desiguide &Code. This draws out the defining features of the area,
setting out the qualities of the buiform particular to Hailsham and how these

should be reflected through new development. The Designde &Code forms a
free-standing appendix to the Neighbourhood Plan. It is expected that applicants for
development will demonstrate how they have responded positively taGh&le &

Code.

The Hailsham DesigBuide &Code draws out the positive features of residential
development in Hailsham. These tend to relate to older, more established areas and
include:

T Utilising a mix of local materials and combinations of these, creating diversity and
interest.

1 Well-proportioned residential areas successfully integrating green space,
landscaping and vegetation, as well as residential buildingadetrom the
highway which provide both a sense of openness and privacy.

1 Permeable street networks that support travel by a range of modes.
1 Parking which is successfully integrated with the street environment

1 Fine grain, human scale buildings within the historic core of the town, which
allow emphasise local character and allow for flexibility of use.
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Equally, aspects of the built form that detract from the quality of place in Hailsham
have been identified. Such approaches to development should be avoided in the
future. They include:

1 Narrow street widths and front gardens in newer developments, with a lack of
privacy and greenery.

1 Vehicle dominated layouts with left over green spaces that have limited use and
function.

1 Poorly arranged parking, particularly in residential areas, that is not used in the
way it was intended and results in people parking on the pavement.

1 A lack of diversity and appearance of modern house types and limited use of
materials.

1 Poorly designed and equipped playing spaces in newer developments.
1 Presence of blank gable ends fronting the street.

A desigidled response to development, referencing good practice principles, will

help create successful placeghis includes use d@uilding for a Healthy Liferhich

helps bring the range of national design guidance and principles together. It is cited
in the NPPF (paragraph 138) as a tool to be used to help assess proposals for
development. It presents a range of design considerations that should be used to
help inform new development, exploring the qualities of successful places and how
these can be best applied in a proposed scheme. The twelve overarching design
considerations established in Building for a Healthy Life should be used alongside the
HailshanDesignGuide &Code to help deliver weldesigned and locally responsive
developments.

This policyhas been designed to have a universal effect in the neighbourhoqd area
though acknowledges thétwill need to be applied on a proportionate basis.

The approach to design outlined Hailshandoes notprecludeinnovation in design,
modern or contemporary architecturelndeed, innovative design, which raises the
standard of design iHailshambut which also promotes and reinforces local
distinctiveness, is welcomehis includes the use of contemporary design
approaches where they respond positively to context, outlook and amenity.

Architectural competitions are encouraged, providing interest and variety,

particularly so within proposals for larger schentkat may come forward on the

periphery of Hailsham and whican be broken down into different parcels or

phases, each creating their own charact&his aspiration aligns with guidance on

creating character and identity set out in the National Design Guide, which states at
paragraph59, that the design of larggcale developmeri may benef it fr om
characters so that different areas or nei
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Policy HaHD 1 Housing design and character

1. Proposals for all new residential development must have regard to the Hailsham
DesignGuide &Code and demonstrateyhere required,n the Design and Access
Statement submitted as part of th@anningapplication, how they have responded to

this.

2. As appropriate to sitesize and locationdevelopment should:

a.

Be well integrated with existing development, in terms of the scale, height,
massing, layout and rhythm of development, and connections with the existin
street pattern.

Support improvements to existing character as set out in the Hailsham Desigl
Guide &Code.

Incorporate huilding lineghat are consistent with those established adjacent to
the development site and clearly define areas of public and private space, cre
well defined streets and spaces fronted by active development edges.

Orientate huildingsso theyfront onto the street with windows and doors
activating the streetlnactive and blank facades should be avoid&tere a
building sits on a corner plot, active frontages must be provided on both edge
facing the street.

Reinforce local character through use of locally distinctive materials and
integration of landscaping, including tree planéing natural boundary tréments
within the street and development plgtand sipport interest and variety in the
built form by avoiding use of repetitive housing types.

Help create places that are easily navigable, where local landmarks and land:
features aid wayfindingvith awell-connected and legible network of streets anc
other routes that aids safe walking and wheeling.

Respect existing residential amenity in terms of overlooking and overshadowi

Incorporate private outdoor amenity space in all new residential development
including front and back gardens, ar flatted developmenbalconies, terraces
and communal outdoospaces Where gardens are provided the depth of these
shouldrespond to adjacent plots and building lines

3. Development proposals that establish bespoke design solutions and residential
typologies whilstdemonstraingan imaginative sense of plaoell be expected to
show how this responds téocal context.
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Project DC-01 Architectural variety and innovation

Site promoters and developers are encouraged to run architectural competitic
that lead to variety and interest.

Where larger schemes are capable of being delivered in phases and or incluc
several development outlets, support is given to use of multiple architectural
practices, each leading on the design detail for one parceltet but operating
within an overarching masterplan for the site that establishes key principles, ¢
as layout, connectivity and green infrastructure.
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Well -integrated residential development

6.15 Hailsham has been and continues to be subject to proposals for growth and
expansion, and the emerging Local Plan envisages further growth over the Plan
period with additional allocations for residential development to the east of the
existingbuilt-up area as well as to the immediate north of Hailsham in neighbouring
Hellingly Parish. There are also a series of smaller allocations elsewhere in and
adjacent to the existinguilt-up areg and an expectation that a large number of new

homes will also be delivered as o6windfall
always) smaller developments of fewer than ten hoigseg full definition in the
glossary)

6.16 Respondents to consultation highlighted concerns with the form and impact of
development that has taken place around Hailsham, stating that it has led to
increased cause, that there is a lack of supporting infrastructure, and that green
space is limitedh size and lacks functionality.

6.17 Much recent development (in Hailsham and elsewhere too) is poorly integrated,
physically and socially, with the existing built form and communities. A lack of
facilities onsite, or links to nearby facilities, requires trips to be made further afield,
ard the layout of development provides limited support for and integration of bus
and cycle routes which, combined with provision of main road junctions, accentuates
reliance on caibased travel.

6.18 The first version of the Hailsham Neighbourhood Plan stated that development must

achieve a high | evel of i nt eglevaldpmenn bet \
andensure that devel op meThi$remamsimpartantandis a c o
central to:

1 Community cohesion, providing good connections between areas, existing and
new residents, and shared use of community facilities.

1 Supporting more effective patterns of movement and which helps facilitate
sustainable and active travel.

1 An approach to development that responds to the character of the town and its
pattern of growth over time.

6.19 The Hailsham DesigBuide &Code illustrates an approach to how development on
large and small sites should be laid out to better integrate with the existing built
form and which extends to the orientation of buildings, network of streets, junction
design and location of supportingfiastructure, including amenity space and public
transport provision. It is equally important that the form of development looks
forward. As has been the case historically, Hailsham has continued to grow and
evolve, and this pattern is likely to contiauif not in the Plan perigdhen certainly
at a later point in time. Development should be structured in such a way that future
growth can plug into this, creating a cohesive and-wédigrated community as
opposed to a series of individual cells bolted onto each other.
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Policy HaHD 2 : Well-integratedresidential development

1.

Proposals for new development must be wiaellegrated with the existing
built form and, as appropriate, surrounding landscape, having regard tc
guidance ahprinciples established in the Hailsham Degignde &Code.

Proposals involving new streets and other active travel infrastructure
should locate theseso they provide connections with the existing
movement network. Road junctions should be designed to cater for
sustainable travel options, including walking eyaing.

As appropriate to the site, proposed new buildings should front onto
existing streets. Use of landscaping to screen new residential develop
from existing development shall be avoided unless provided for reason
noise and amenity.

As appropriate to the scale and location of developmeotmmunity
facilities pus stops and amenity space should be located where they ca
easily accessed and used by new and existing residents.

Proposals for development that involve multiple land ownership bound:
and or which are adjacent to other allocated sites and potential future
growth locationsshouldtake a holistic approach to the masterplanning a
layout of development. This should establish:

a. A clear vision and concept for the development.

b. A development and land use plan showing the mix and type of
development to come forward, including the broad locations of
necessary supporting services, including local centres, health and
education.

c. Framework plans establishing the intended form and grain of
development, character areas, densities and building typologies, w
respond to local character and context.

d. A movement plan establishing the street hierarchy and typologies,
sustainable transport measures prioritising walking, cycling and pu
transport.

e. A green infrastructure plan setting out the network and typology of
green spaces, links and areas of ecological importance.

f. A phasing and delivery plan, demonstrating a logical pattern of
development that helps build community with supporting facilities
provided at the right time.
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Sustainable design and construction
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Through consultation the importance of responding to climate change was
highlighted, particularly in terms of how buildings are designed and constructed,
ensuring energy efficiencies and minimising carbon emissions.

Most carbon dioxide emissions come from heating, cooling and powering buildings.
Reducing carbon dioxide emissions and other air pollutants will contribute to efforts

aimed at tackling the effects of huraarade climate changélhis is recognised by

the declaration of the Climate EmergencyWealdenDistrict Council.

The adopted Core Strategy does not include a policy on sustainable design and
construction, though does croseference theWealden Design Guide SRPihich

includes a set of design principles that should be used to inform new development.

The emerging Local Plan establishes its intent in PoliciesdC3; stablishing
standards in terms of netero, the retrofitting of existing buildings and principla
respect of design and construction.

The Government

StatemenftLocal Energy Efficiency Standards update), that it does not expeet plan
makers to set local energy efficiency standards for buildings that go beyond current

I's planning to
build homes to be futurg@roofed with low carbon heating and energy efficienciigs.
is anticipated that the Future Homes Standards will be implemethieitig 2025
The Government has also made clear, through 2023 Written Ministerial

ntroduce

or planned buildings regulations.

Future growth and development lHailshanrepresents an opportunity to secure

reduced emissions, potentially through the construction of highly energy efficient

homes, the provision of decentralised energy networks and the retrofitting of
existing homes to reduce their energy use and fuel blsildings should be

designed to maximise solar gain and incorporate technologies that maximise the use
of energy from renewable sources.

All development irHailshanmwill be expected to make use of the best available
sustainable design and technolo@yroposals for development are expected to
minimise the use of resources, mitigate against and be resilient to the impact of

climate change.

Current sustainability standards for new construction will be used for assessing the

sustainability of new, neresidential buildingsThis includes those established by
BREEAM.For new homes, thé&JK New Home Construction: ResidentidUKNCR)

standardsieveloped by BREEAM is intended to provide an indication of the quality

and environmental performance of those home#ousebuilders are encouraged to

use this assessment method.

The Town Council will particularly support proposals for new buildings that are

OFuture
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https://www.wealden.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/planning-policy-documents/wealden-design-guide/
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https://breeam.com/en/breeam-uk-new-construction-residential
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consumption in line with the Passivhaus Standard (see GlosSdrgNet Zero
Toolkit is a good practice guide that presents a set of key design features that should
be reflected in new developments.

6.28 The Net Zero Toolkit also makes clear that the embodied carbon of existing
buildings also requires awareness and good design, with the refurbishment and
retrofit of existing buildings preferred over demolition and redevelopmente
Publicly Available SpecificatboP AS 2035/ 2030) is the UKOs
This favours a o6fabric firstd approach t
ventilated and issues in respect of damp and humidity are avoitiedupport the
transition to low carbon, low energy buildings, the refurbishment of existing
buildings should involve replacing gas or electric boilers with heat pukivpgre
the retrofit or refurbishment involves historic buildings, guidance published by
Historic Englandanust be referred to.

6.29 In addition to energy efficiency consideration must also be given to water
consumption. The Neighbourhood Plan area is within a region that has been
designated by t he Engeiiously watee stréesséd geemd yw haesr d
measures to improve the water efficiency of new development is encouragieid.
includes the use of water efficient fixtures and fittings, rainwater/storm water
harvesting and reuse, and greywater recycliSgch measures reduce the pressure
on water recycling centres, by reducing the volume of water that needs treating at
these andhus reducing energy and carbon emissiohsn par ti cul ar, a 0
Appr oacho RadG efthe Budding Regulatignwovides clear flowate
and volume performance metrics for each water using device / fitting in new
dwellings, and increases the confidence that water efficient devices will be installed in
the new dwelling

6.30 The Defralntegrated Plan for Watesupports the need to improve water efficiency
and the Government'&nvironment Improvement Plaets ten actions in the
Roadmap to Water Efficiency in new developments including consideration of a new
standard for new homes in England of 100 litres per person per day (I/p/d) where
there is a clear local need, such as in areas of serious water stiéss exceeds
current Building Regulations for residential homes of 110 |/p/d. Fofrasidential
devel opment with a gross floor area of 1,
standards for water consumption should be met

6.31 Alongside interventions that support energy efficiencies within new and existing
buildings, the use of climate resilient design features that enable buildings to
withstandextreme weatherconditionsare alsoencouraged.Theseinclude:

1 Orientating the building to maximise natural daylight.

1 Designing buildings and the positioning of windows and other openings to
consider wind direction, allow for airflow through and natural ventilation of the
building.
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f Making use of lighter, reflective surfaces, coatings and materials, to help reduce
heat loading, internal building temperatures and the urban heat island effect.

1 Integrating vegetative species into the design of the building, including on walls
and roofs, to help cool buildings.

1 Making use oilvater-resistantinsulation and employing techniques that prevent
flood and rainwater from entering the property, including installation of
membranes under the floor and within walls to divert water away from the
property, and installing flood proof seals and locks to doand windows.

The design of buildings must also consider the relationship with and impacts on
microclimatic conditionsincluding theovershadowing@ndthe wind tunneleffect.
Proposals for dvelopmentshould undertake and be informed bpalysis of the
wider area and the implications of building scale, massing and layout on local
weather conditions, including prevailing winds and access to sunbgsign
considerationsnclude those set out in the Hailsham Desf@nide &Code

Sustainability and energy efficiency also extends to the use-sit@nenewable
energy generationThe Town Councilsupports installation of such technology in
new buildings, but opportunities for the retrofitting of existing buildings is also
supported and actively encouragethis might include installation of solar
photovoltaics or similar, as well as linked battery and energy storage, contributing
both to decarbonisation and greater resilience in the energy network.
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Policy HaHD 3: Sustainable design and construction

1.

The design and standard of any new development should aim to meet a high level ¢
sustainable design and construction and be optimised for water and energy efficienc
targeting zero carbon emissions and,
ready. New development will bexpected to demonstrate that

a. Subject to topography, layout and good urban design principles, buildings are
orientated to maximise solar gain where appropriate to site topography and crez
a consistent building frontage to the street.

b. They are designed to minimise harmful impacts on microclimatic conditions.

c. Solar access along the sod#tade of the building is maximised, with appropriate
shading elements and cregsntilation employed in new and existing buildings.

d. They incorporate orsite renewable energy generation technologies and battery
storage, where appropriate to the building and immediate context.

e. They incorporate regenerative design measures that make use of sustainable
materials, reduce waste and deliver energy efficiencies.

f.  The use of low embodied carbon materiddsassessed through a Life Cycle
Assessment.

g AOFIi t t i ngistakkmopnpooe avatdr efficiency in buildings, including
achieving a water efficiency standard of 100 I/M¢herever practicable, non
residential development should meet BREEAM excellent standards for water
consumption.

Innovative approaches to the construction of low carbon homes, including constructi
to Passivhaus standard@se encourageavhere the development otherwise complies wi
Development Plan policies.

Where appropriate, proposals for refurbishments and or the retrofitting of existing
buildings to optimise the energy efficiency of the building, reduce heat loss andhigste
energy saving measures and renewable energy sources will be suppassaciated
alterations to existing buildings should be carefully designed to ensure that potential
adverse impacts are adequately mitigated.

Wherever practicable, development proposals for large employment and industrial
buildings should maximise the renewable energy potential of their site by utilising th
roof space for solar panelsWhere it is commerciallywiable to do so and would meet
good design principles, employment buildings should be orientated to optimise pass
solargain ande designed such that they can accommodate photovoltaic panels or
materials on roofs, either at the point of construction or at a future datdterationsto
existing commercial buildings should also be designed to secure energy reduction.

As appropriate to the site and locationfgposals should avoid adverse effects on the
Conservation Area, heritage assets or their setting.
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Design Review

Paragraph 138 of the NPPF states that Local Planning Authorities should have access
to and make use of tools and processes to assess and improve the design quality of
development, including making use of design review arrangements.

Design review is a way of assessing the design quality of new developments by an
independent panel of experts to support high standards of design. Guidance on the
Design Review process can be found via the websi@esign South EastThe
requirement for design review shall be determined by Wealden District Council.

In Hailsham, it is envisaged that major applications for development, as well as
smaller schemes in sensitive or important locations, such as within the conservation
area, should be subject to design review. This might include residential, commercial
andmixeduse development proposals, infrastructure, community facilities, public
realm and open space proposals.

Design review should take place at the fpplication stage to inform the design
process and again following submission of the application, helping to inform officer
recommendations. The final proposals submitted should show how comments made
during thedesign review have influenced the proposed development.

Project DR-01: Design Review

Emerging schemes for majdevelopment should be assessed through design
review. Design review of smaller schemes is also encouraged, including thos
sensitive or important locations.

It is envisaged that schemes will be referred to the Design South East Design
Review Panel until such a time that, and if, Wealden District Council runs anc
operates a Design Review Panel.

Encouragement is given to early engagement with the Design REsiest
allowing scope for input into emerging designs. The final schemes submitted
District Council should include a report on the design review process and sho
how the scheme has responded to this.

Design Review of live applications is also encouraged.
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6.38 Over the past decade thpopulationof Hailsham has growiny around 3,000
people. With new growth likely to take place over the Plan period it can be
expected that the population will continue to increase. Despite the development
that has taken place Census data indicates that the average house size in Hailsham
has remained fairly consistent, at around 2.7 bedrooms per housefdi does
not though imply that the same house types and sizes should continue to be
delivered as account needs to be taken of factors such as the existing housing stock,
changing demographics and affordability.

6.39 Through consultation on the Plan a clear preference was made for a greater mix of
housing types and sizes being provided within new developmfenange of housing
types must be provided in new development that meets local needs and
requirements so that people can make Hailsham theildifgg home. This means a
range of housing sizes and affordability, including that suitable for young fandlies
the elderly,asvel | as ot her Oproductsd such as mc
custom build opportunities,ral flexible homes that are designed around the
concept-lifeglbosedb| 66 g responding to changing
patterns, as well as IHeycle stages.

6.40 Census data for Hailsham indicates that the age profile is slightly younger than that
for Wealden as a whole but, in comparison with national patterns, it has an ageing
population. This needs reflecting in the supply of new homes provided in Hailsham,
with a combination of homes suitable for younger families and the needs and
requirements of an ageing population being provided.

6.41 Information onthe existing stock of homes Hailshamndicates that the majority
(around 72%) comprises 2 aneb@d properties. This is fairly highBy contrast,
only around 61% of properties across Wealden as a whole comprise 2 -tved 3
homes. However, the Census also reports that a large proportion of homes are
oundecupi ed?od: based on a combination of I
bedrooms in the home, there are a large number of unused bedroom spaces in
homes across Hailshaniinked to this, andn comparison with the national
position, there are fewer one bed properties, flats and apartments in Hailsham than
there are in England as whole. This would suggest that smaller homes should be
provided to help better balance household size and housiocksand which may
also provide opportunities for downsizing

6.42 A review of recent planning applications in Hailsham indicates that while some
recent flatted development includesmaller units of 1 or 2 bedrooms, larger
schemes, primarily on the edge of the town, have mainly focussed on delivery of
detached, semiletached and terraced homes with 2 to 4 bedrooms. Despite this,
and as indicated in thé/ealden Local Housing Needs Assessménuse prices
across Wealden are high. Althouglshows that prices are lower in Hailsham than
they are Districtwide, the median house pricacross Wealden i41.55 times
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median earnings, thus making it difficult for first time buyers to enter the market.
The Assessment goes @a state that the lower proportion of one bed homes in
Wealden has ramifications for supporting young people onto the housing ladder.

6.43 TheWealden Housing Strategy 2025 indicates that there is also a growing need
for smaller units with 1 or 2 bedrooms across the District, particularly in the
affordable sector. In general, there is an increased need for affordable homes, as
buying on the private market is too expensiwve people with an average income
and alternative options like private rented accommodation and shared ownership
schemes are limited. This implies that the stock of private rented units needs to be
increased to support the growing demand.

6.44 Thisallsuggests that there is a need for a greater proportion of teel homes
across Hailsham. The potential for windfall development in the town centre and
which may include flattedevelopment presents opportunities for delivery of such
house sizes. However, a balanced mix should be provided across all housing sites, as
appropriate to location, helping to support cohesive and inclusive communities. At
the same time, the need fongwller onebedroom properties does not always reflect
lifestyle choices, with extra bedrooms often being needed for visitors and carers, as
well as being utilised for home working.

6.45 The population of the Parish is older than the national average, and this pattern is
expected to continue. This implies that there will be a growing needsialler
housing units and care or elderly homes in the futukousing is requiredn
Hailshanthat responds to changing demographic patterns and health issues
associated with an ageing population, including mobility issues whidhnmdaythe
ability to get outdoors, to get up and down stairs and move around the house.

6.46 Planning Practice Guidanddgusing for older and disabled peopleotes that there
are a variety of specialist housing types that can meet the needs of older people.
This includes, but is not limited to, (1) agestricted general market housing, (2)
retirement living or sheltered housing, (3) extra care housing or housirig care,
and (4) residential care homes and nursing homes.

6.47 Where housing for the elderly is to be provided in the Neighbourhood Plan area it
should meet the design criteria contained in tHailsham Desig@uide &Code.
Further guidance also exists which should be considefiédds includes the
principles of inclusive design outlined in Planning Practice Guidance (Housing for
older and disabled people), as well as those principles set out in the HAB&siAg
our Ageing Population Panel for Innovafiesaport which are applicable to housing
for elderly people and agkiendly places.
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6.48 Planning Practice Guidance notes that:

baccessible and adaptable housing enabl e:
saving on health and social costs in the fittisrbetter to build accessible housing from

the outset rather than have to make adaptations at a latéristégen terms of cost

and with regard to people being able to 1

6.49 In line with this, opportunities to provide flexible housing types that can be adapted
over time in response to changing lifestyles will be supported.

6.50 Flexibility on housing design should also respond to changesriing patterns and
lifestyles resulting from the Cowtl9 pandemic Opportunities for home working
are supported in the Neighbourhood Plan ardadeed, the National Design Guide
(2019) states thab w-edsigned private places, such as homes and gardens, are designed
to be flexible to adapt t o abhdreferencksangi ng 1
remote working as an example of such a flexible use.
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Policy HaHD 4 : Housing mix, size and type
Housing mix

1. Proposals for housing developmesitouldcontribute to the recommended
balance of housinget out in the Wealden Local Housing Needs
Assessment anishclude provision ofi, 2 and 3bedroom homesand
where the mix includes a supply of affordable rented homes.

2. Al | af fordabl e housi ng-brhmu sntdheél e i«
should be integrated into the desigh the overall proposal and be of an
equal quality in terms of its design and use of materials in comparison
the market housing element.

3. Proposals for communitied housing or from community land trusts
where all homes are affordable and will remain so in perpetuiiy be
supported subject to other policies in the development plan

Homes for an ageing population

4. Proposals for housing that meet the needs of the ageing population,
including, where appropriate, bungalows, supported and sheltered hou
and independent living, will be supported.

5. Where proposed, such homes should be located within easy access of
shops, facilities and public transport servicékusing should be well
integrated with the wider neighbourhood and be designed in accordanc
with the HAPPI principles.

Flexible housing types

6. Proposals for flexible residential typologies that respond to changing
lifestyles and demographic life cycles, will be supporfdds includes the
ability for people to work at home separate from the main living space,
well as opportunities for mukgeneration homes that enable older childre
and elderly family members to live independently.

7. Insofar agplanning permission is required, proposals which will assist h¢
working within the Neighbourhood Plan area will be supported where ti
use of the home for employment purposes is ancillary to the main
residential use of the building.
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Self and custom build homes

Diversification of the housing offer in Hailsham is suppoftgdhe TownCouncil
where it helps provide new routes to home ownershipcluding more affordable
forms of home ownership

The Selfbuild and Custom Housebuilding Acame into effect in 2015 and places a
duty on certain public authorities, in this case Wealden District Council, to keep a
register of individuals and associations of individuals who wish to acquire serviced
plots of land to bring forwardeltbuild and custom housebuilding projects. The Act
places a duty on those public authorities to have regard to those registers in
carrying out planning and other functions.

Information published by Wealden District Council indicates that, as of October
2024, 290 individuals were enrolled on teelf and custom build registeAround

40% of people on the register have indicated a preference for an urban plot.
Nationally, the interest in self and custemuild housing opportunities continues to
grow, with Government data published in February 2025 indicating year on year
growth in the number of individuals joining the register. However, it also shows
that planning permissions feelfbuild plots declined by almost a fifth in the last
calendar year. This may be linkedaocess to finance but also availability and supply
of suitable plots.

The Neighbourhood Plan encourages self and cudboirtd housing in appropriate
locations across Hailsham. This may involve a small percentage of plots on major
development sites being made available for self and custom build, or through
applications formaller schemes, including individual homes. The emerging Local
Plan, at Policy HO5, says that 5% of all plots on sites of twenty homes or more
should be set aside for self and custom build opportunities, and that these should be
taken up within twelve maths (or other agreed period) after which the plots can be
developed for open market housing.

Where areas of land are identified for sélfild, either as part of a major
development or through other smaller scale or windfall development, good design
principles will apply.

Masterplans and plot passports should be prepared that provide the parameters
within which these new homes can be designed and built, allowing for individual
interpretation but within a framework that establishes the grain, scale and rhythm of
new developrent.

Plot Passports are a summary of the design parameters for any given plot, helping
private homebuilders understand what they are allowed to build on the plbtey
capture key information from the planning permission for the site, design constraints
and procedural requirementsThe passports clearly show permissible building lines
within which the new dwelling can be built as well as height restrictions and other
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details such as parking requiremensspects such as materials, roof styles and
fenestration are usually left for the plot owner to decide.

6.58 Where plots are made available for self and customid housing they must be
Oovwreenadyd to facilitate development, with
to the plot.

Policy HaHD 5: Self and custom build homes

1. Proposals for major development that include provision of plots for self
and custordbuild housingshouldmeet the following criteria:

a. Plot passportshouldbe prepared by the applicant for approval by
Wealden District Council. These will establish the form of
development and building parameters for each plot, including build
heights, footprint, frontages, density and parking requirements.

b. The location of plots for self and custobuild on major development
schemes will be identified through the masterplan for the overall
scheme with the parameters for the plots informed by the overall
masterplan

c. All plots for self and custorbuild housing shall be provided with
connections to utilities (electricity, water angastewate} and
communication infrastructure at the boundary of the plot.

d. All plots must havesafe and conveniesiccess to the public highway.

2. Proposals for individual plots and information contained within the plot
passports shall be informed by the design guidance contained in the
Hailsham Desiguide &Code.
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Street types, design and hierarchy

6.59 Core to the vison and objectives for Hailsham is the asjpdn for it to be accessible
to people of all ages and abilities, where it is safe and easy for all to get around. The
way in which streets and spaces are designed iskeyto&is.6 user hi er ar ch
been established at national level in respeanolvement and street design. This
prioritises safe space and movement for pedestrians, followed by those wheeling or
cycling, then public transport and other motorised vehicles. This hierarchy
underpins policies in this Neighbourhood Plan in respect of movement and quality of
the public ealm.

6.60 In addition to the ability to support travel choice, good street design can also help
enrich the character and quality of placéhe made Neighbourhood Plan did not
include a specific policy in respect of street design, although it did, at Policy HAIL
SD2, establish design and placemaking principles for major developments. These
stressed the importance of creating legible developtayouts that support walking
and wheeling, and where the placemaking function of streets is optimised.

6.61 Through the review of the Neighbourhood Plan and production of the associated
Hailsham Desiguide &Code, the importance of street design has been developed
further. This responds to messages from consultation in respect of the character
and quality of development, the impact of growth on traffic levels in the town, and
the need to support and provide ier transport choices for all.

6.62 AcrossHailsharmew streets should be designed, or existing streets redesigned, to
enable safe travel by all, making walking and wheeling more attractive propositions.

6.63 The emerging Wealden Local Plan, at Policy Ilk2ive and Sustainable Travel)

statesthabt new devel opment will be supported w
contributing to compl et e, ,andahatdeveldpmentnd c o1
should be designed aroundbal ayout t hat will deliver anc
prioritisingnemot or i sed tr avel mo.dTdese cateriaagraialst abl e

reflected in Policy DE1 (Achieving well designed laigtiqualityplaces) of the
emerging Local PlarThis approach is very much at the heart of the vision and
overarching objectives for the Neighbourho®&dan andeflects feedback from
consultation expressing support for improved walking and wheeling conditions.

6.64 Proposals for development withidailshanmshould, where appropriate, be
accompanied by information establishing the street hierarchlyerarea and
supplemented by a set of illustrative cresections through different street
typologies. These should reflect best practice guidance established in Manual for
Streets and the forthcoming update thfat, and as adapteahd further developed in
the Hailsham DesigBuide &Code that accompanies the Neighbourhood Plan.
Further detailed specifications, including construction standards, are set out in the
ESCC Local Design Guide for Residential Development
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6.65 Proposals for large developments which result in the growth and expansion beyond
the current extent of the buikup area should be designed with bus access in mind,
with a central street running through these, connecting residents with new local
centres, scial and community facilities, and employment opportunities. Such streets
should be designed to accommodate buses but at the same time balancing the
movement function of the street with its plagaaking role.

6.66 Design features should be incorporated that discourage speeding and give space to
pedestrians and cyclists, supporting active and healthy lifestylgsrticular,
residential streets within new growth areas should, first and foremost, be places for
peopl e. Streets that oo@®Gar d dvre(S&tom ene tog 6 0 |
Glossary) are actively encouraged. Such streets are intended to create greener,
safer streets for residents while also creating connections with the surrounding
natural environment. These streets typically include shared spaces, greening, traffic
cdming and low speed limits. A central goal of the concept is to remove the
traditional segregation of vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians in public spaces and
encourage natural human interaction.

6.67 The network of streets in new major developments should atsmrporated f i | t er e d
mobility?o. Such an approach all ows dir et
pedestrians and cyclists, but limits access for those travelling by car, directing
vehicles onto the main road network, limiting through traffic and, by makingthes
journeys longer, encourages travel by foot or by bike for shorter journeys.

6.68 Equally, and acrossailshamas a whole, safer routes to school are encouraged,
minimising the impact of the schoolrui.he i ntroduction of the
Recognition and Accreditation for School ¢
supported. This seeks to change the way that children travel to school, promoting a
shift towards walking and cycling.

6.69 The retrofitting of existing streets in Hailsham is also supported, with guidance and
principles outlined in the Hailsham Desi@uide &Code.
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Policy HaHD 6 : Street types, design and hierarchy

1. Proposals for major development khailshammust be based around a
permeable street network, creating a strong sense of place that is safe
people who are walking and wheeling.

2.

A hierarchy of streetshouldbe integrated within development areas anc
details of these should accompany planning application material.

Street design shall have regard to guidance illustrated iHthiisham
DesignGuide &Code. In particular developments should:

a.

Connect to existing streets and paths and create direct, safe and
attractive | inks f otesaalcld ussterres
other than where culde-sas are well connected to each other and
surrounding streets by direct walking and wheeling routes and whe
the use of filtered permeability restricts through movement by
motorised vehicles.

Have streets where buildings rather than the highway are visually
dominant, and the impact of parked cars is minimal.

Include trees and soft landscaping that create a distinction in stree’
types / areas.

Incorporate SuDS and raingardeirgo the street wherever possible.

Consideruse ofhome zonestyle typologie®n lower order streets or
other appropriate locations.

Incorporate safe routes to school for pedestrians and cyclists.
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Residential parking provision

6.70 The made Neighbourhood Plan, at policy HAIL D5, sought to ensure that where
parking is provided in new residential development, that it is conveniently located so
that it can be used as intended without causing obstruction to other users of the
street andwhere the visual impact of parked cars is minimised.

6.71 This policy has been carried forward and developed further within the review of the
Neighbourhood Plan. It responds to messages through consultation as to the
provision, design and impact of parking on the quality and appearance of the street
as well ashie unintended consequences of poorly designed parking, impacting on
those on foot and in particular, those dependent on mobility aids.

6.72 The emerging Local Plan, at Policy INF3 (Parking Provisions) requires development
to O6provi de ddeeuwatad eadn dv evha Iclu heaquality par ki n
locationand provision of car parking can be a major determinant on the quality of
place, particularly in residential areas. If it is not provided in the right place, it is
unlikely to be used properly.

6.73 This is recognised in thESCC Guidance on Parking at New Developmehtch
statesthatb get t i ng t he par ki Hfugctiohimgylevelopmentiargilat r e
better place to |Ilive and workeée devel opmei

6.74 The ESCC guidance provides informatmmspaceand sizestandards, which are to
be adhered to in new development. It also introduces some principles for the
provision, location and type of parking which are axged upon in the Hailsham
DesignGuide &Code.

6.75 In Hailsham,he location and provision of parking should respond to good urban
design and placemaking principldisis recommended that parking provided on
plot and, where possible, to the side of the property to minimise the visual impact of
parked cars on the street scene. Where driveway parking is to be provided at the
front of the property this should, in all cases, be combined with high quality soft
landscping to minimise the visual impact on and dominance of parking on the street.

6.76 In some cases, courtyard style parking arrangements may be appropriate. However,
these should be designed as a place, at the front of and being overlooked by adjacent
properties. Such spaces should be designed as communal squares integrating
landscapinthat can also take the form of doorstep green and play space.

6.77 Rear courtyards and garage courts should be avoided wherever possible as these are
not often used for parking andccupy valuable space that might be used more
effectively for other uses, including living spaEgually, garages integral to the
home are discouraged as they make a limited contribution to meeting parking
standards established by ESCdowever,there may be instances where street and
house design integrates garage parkirguich a way that iis used as intendedThis
will include instances where the street design and layout of developprentude
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the opportunity for displacement of parking where it causes nuisance to others, such
as through the parking of cars over the footway. Case study development schemes
illustrated in the Hailsham Desigduide &Code show instances where such

solutions might be utilised, including home zone style street arrangements.

Innovative approaches to parking provision are welcome and strongly encouraged.
Communal parking courts located to the edge of proposed development, but which
are well overlookedas outlined above, might be one such approach. This would
provide parking space in line with standards but, being further located away from the
front door would provide pedestrian priority space closer to homes, support
community interaction and space for children to play, as well as making it more
convenient for people to walk, cycle or use public transport to reach their
destinations.Such an approach has been utilised in the Marmalade Lane
development in Cambridge, as illustrated in the Hailsham Dé&3igde &Code.

Should car use and ownership fallentime because other transport modes are

more attractive, then the opportunity may exist for the communal parking spaces to
be adapted, potentially becoming pocket parks, community food growing gardens or
new development sites.

On street parking, including that for visitors, can be provided, but should be well
integrated into the street, including insert bays, landscaping and use of different
street materials to define the space. Wherever soft landscapimgagratedwith
parking provisionthis should be protected from over running vehictasough the
use of kerbs and other up stands as appropriated where the opportunity is also
taken to incorporate SuDS and other surface water flooding mitigation measures
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Policy HaHD 7 : Parking in new residential development

1. New development shall be designed such that it reduces informal parki
that undermines the quality of the street environment. Parking should |
unobtrusive and in locations that benefit from natural surveillance.

2. The provision of parking should adhere to space and size standards
established by ESCC anespond to key principles illustrated in the
Hailsham Desiguide &Code, including:

a. On-plot parkingshould be set back form the main building line or,
where provided in front of the home, integrated with areas of soft
landscaping.

b. Where garages are provided gulot these should reflect the
architectural style of the house and be wigltegrated into the overall
design of the property.

c. Where it can be shown that oiplot parking is not achievable, parkin:
spacexan be accommodated in the street (includintallocated
visitor parking.

d. Whereparking is provided ostreet it should comprise part of a
comprehensive public realm strategy including tree planting and us
materials to define parking spaces and soften the visual impact of
parked cars.

e. Courtyard style parking to the front of the home shoulte
overlooked by active frontages. Areas of parking should incorpora
soft landscaping.

3. Parking provision should be designed in relation to street hierarchy anc
circulation plans to suppotthe creation of walking and/heelingfriendly
streets with low volumes of traffic within residential areas and which
minimises through traffic.

4. Where parking is integrated with areas of soft landscaping, kerbs and ¢
upstands as appropriate should be providit protect the landscaping
from over running vehiclesPermeable surfacing materials should be us
for parking areas, hardtanding areas, and paths where it is practicable
safe to do so.

5. Proposals for homeowner extensions or the conversion of buildings shi
be designed to safeguard existingrofid parking spaces, or to provide th
number of offroad spacefor any new use created.
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Movement

Introduction

The made Neighbourhood Plguts a strong emphasis on the importance of walking
and cycling, and shaping development in such a way that these become attractive
propositions for short everyday journeys. It also promotes and encourages use of
public transport, integrating bus serviceith development and supporting delivery
of improved services between Hailsham, Polegate and Eastbourne.

The aspiration was to see real, attractive transport choices provided for all, with
everybody being able to get around, safely and enjoyably, by foot and by bike, and
having access to frequent, fast and reliable public transport services. In line with
natonal guidance, this would see investment in sustainable modes of travel
prioritised.

These aspirations remain. Consultation undertaken on the review of the
Neighbourhood Plan highlighted the need to provide improved travel choices for all
and to address concerns in respect of traffic volume, congestion and speed. Key
priorities identifiel included:

1 Provisionof better walkingand cycling routes, including safe cycle lanes and
securebike shelters, and walking routes that are well maintained for use by
people of all abilities.

1 Improved bus services, including more reliable and extended timetables, and
better bus waiting facilities.

1 Delivery and implementation of traffic management measures, including actions
that address congestion and improve the maintenance of roads. Coupled with
this, ideas such as introducing a park and ride scheme were suggested.

Thepriorittesout | i ned above reflect the Ouser
which prioritises safe space and movement for pedestrians, followed by those
wheeling or cycling, then public transport and other motorised vehicles. It
underpins policies in the Neighbourhood Plan is respect of movement and quality of
place. The design of streets and spaces in Hailsham, including the retrofitting of
existing streets as appropriate, should reflect Hhealthy Streets Indicatorand

which are intended to make streets attractive, inclusive and accessible places for all.
Such an approach is advocated by East Sussex County CoummdahTransport

Plan 4and should be embedded in a good approach to placemaking across Hailsham.
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Active and healthy travel

7.5 The Wealden Core Strategy and emerging Local Plan promote sustainable transport,
walking and cycling as being attractive and viable chfuc@eople. This is
reflected i n national @ylinglamchWaking wi t h t he
Investment strategyfor example, pointing to the importance of and need for new
infrastructure investment to support active travel.

7.6 Although travel by car will continue to be important, efforts are required to
encourage a shift towards greener and healthier travel choivéghin Hailsham
efforts should be made so that walking and cycling become attractive propositions
for short, dayto-day trips.

7.7  This is reflected in the East Susdeocal Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan
(LCWI P) which has a strong focus on 0O6peoj]
convenient and easy for people to use. The LCWIP recognises that, with the scale
of new development coming forward across the market towns in the County, an
approach togood placemaking is requirgédat changes travel behaviours, reducing
pressure on the road network and supporting healthy lifestyles.

7.8 High quality walking and cycling routes should be integrated within new
developments.Development proposals should help create a safe, pedestrian friendly
environment, following the principles outlined in the Hailsham DeGigide &

Code. This can be achieved through the orientation of buildings, creating well
defined and overlooked public spaces, safe routes that avoid concealed spaces and
hidden corners, and human scale buildings with-defined entrances that enable
people to walk inb these and make use of stairs to access different storeys,
supporting healthy lifestyles.

7.9  Good practice principles outlined iBuilding for a Healthy Liféor example, show
how new developments should incorporate walking and cycling networks.
Applicants will be expected to refer to these principkasd, where new cycling
infrastructure is to be provided, design this in accordance with Cycle Infrastructure
Design GuidancelL(TN 1/20) published by the Bpartmentfor Transport The
060Cycling Level of Service Tool d contai necf
existing and potential nates to help deliver optimal route choices.

7.10 However,the quality and attractiveness of tealking and cyclingetwork is only as
good as the missing links or gaps in the routésinding identified by ESCC through
the LCWIP, as well as CIL receipts payable from new developrsbotld be
directed to an improved area wide walking and cycle network for the benefit of
existing and new residentsThisincludes theprojectsidentified in theLCWIP as
well as those identified in this Neighbourhood Plan: specifically, a safe crossing of the
A22 (see ProjecAHT-01) andanew allweather walking and cycling route alongside
the A22 (ProjectAHT-02). Other key routes for improvement are those that make
short, everyday journeys easy and enjoyable. Wilisnvolve the retrofitting of
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existing streets and spaces andludes improving links to parks, the town centre,
schools, healthcare and other community faciliti&#&e Cuckoo Tail is recognised

as a key asset for active travel in Hailsham, and south Wealden as a whole, and the
LCWIP encourages development to provide new and improved connections to this.
Within the town centre the LCWIP notes the importance of providing for wide
footways, more and better crossing points on busy raads

7.11 Itis important that pedestrian and cycle routes are designed to be accessible to all,
including those with mobility issueslse should be made of thdealthy Streetgool
and ten indicators established withtn(as illustrated irFigure 14) and reflect
guidancewithiné |l ncl usi ve Mobility: A Guide to Be
and Tr anspor tThisrepor @avites hest practice @dvice on a range
of relevant design considerations, including but not limited to advice on footways
and pedestrian crossings, how to create safe shared routes, appropriate gradients
and how to make cycling infrastruse safe for disabled people.

Everyone
feels
welcome

People
walk and cyc\e

Figure 14: The ten indicators of a Healthy Street (source © Lucy Saunders, healthystreets.com)
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7.12 Alongside delivery of improved active travel routes, other interventions that make
these more attractive to people should be investigated. A combined public art and
wayfinding strategy delivered along key routes, including, for example, the Cuckoo
Trail, might help bring the history and heritage of the town to life whilst supporting
orientation. Efforts that O6nudged6 peopl
should be incorporated within the delivery of new infrastructure. This might for
example inclde information onthe number ofsteps coveredn a certain distance or
calories burned.Other interventions that make active travel more attractive
propositions include:

1 Provision of direct, traffic free routes, including use of techniques such as filtered
permeability that support direct walking and cycling routes

1 Routes that are well overlooked by adjacent development, such that they benefit
from natural surveillance and support personal safety.

T I ntroduct i o itypioafly camprisingniovdavel equipmeri that
encourags exercise in an outdoor setting)

1 Provision of ©6Copenhagen style crossing
continues across the carriageway and gives priority to pedestrians.

1 Segregation of cycling on main traffic routes and at key jungtant careful
design of cycling infrastructure at and around bus stops.

1 Provision of safe, secure and, ideally, covered cycle parking at the home and
destination along with showers and lockers at places of work for people who
have chosen to commute by bike.

T Installation of &égreen waved traffic |
their speed to enable them to pass through lights without needing to stop, thus
saving on the energy and momentum lost from the actions of stopping and
starting.

1 Provision of oordinated street furniture that reduces street clutter and provides
information for people walking and cycling, as well as places to sit and rest.
Furniture designed specifically for those cycling should be incorporated into
specific furniture zones algrthe street. This might include for example,
footrests provided by thekerb at traffic lightsor provision of footpumps and
other essential cycle maintenance tooighe public realm, preferably close to
or associated with areas of cycle parking.

7.13 In addition to provision of safe cycle routes for commuting and leisure purposes, the
role of the bicycle in delivering freight and other packages should be captured,
presenting a mor ef rsiuesrt dali yn@ bd pp racmalc 16 ttoawnd e
by lager motorised vehiclesThe use of thecarghb i ke f or 61l ast mi |l e¢
encouraged.
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Policy HaM 1: Active and healthy travel

1.

As appropriate to their scale, nature and location, development proposals should he
facilitate infrastructure improvements identified in the Local Cycling and Walking
Infrastructure Plan.

Proposals for major residential and commercial developns#iduld, as appropriate:

a. Help deliver healthy, inclusive and accessible streets for people of all ages and
abilities, and which embody the principles of a pedestrian friendly, walkable
neighbourhood, as set out in the Hailsham Design Guide & Code.

b. Provide new walking, wheeling and other Amotorised travel routes that are
direct, safe and convenient to ysend where those routes support permeability.

c. Demonstrate how such proposals will integrate satisfactorily into existing adjace
walking, wheeling and cycling networks, without reduction of capacity or safety ¢
those routes.

d. Provide development layouts with active frontages which allow for the natural
surveillance of routes through overlooking.

e. Reduce street clutter and remove unnecessary street furniture.

Make use ohighqualitymaterials appropriate to the location.

g. Reflect best practice principles for active travel design, utilisingdgadthy Streets
Indicatorsand reflecting guidance DfT LTN 1/20(or subsequent update of this)
and DfT guidance omclusive Mobility

—h

Where cycle infrastructure is proposed the quality of provision must be assessed us
the Cycling Level of Service Tool in DfT LTN 1/20 (or subsequent update of this).

Cycle parking must be provideand designed in line with DfT LTN 1/20 and standards
established by East Sussex County Council:

a. Proposals for residential development shall provide secure cycle storage assign
the dwelling and located within or immediately adjacent to the property, fully
enclosed and at grounl@vel. Proposals for flats should include communal areas
cycle sorage.

b. Proposals for commercial, leisure and communisgshould support and enable
active travel through inclusion of safe, secure, dry and convenient cycle parking
changing facilities where appropriate.

Proposals for major development will be expected to incorporate measures that ena
Ol-msted freight andbkservicing trips v

Proposals for development that involve the retrofitting of existing streets to include
active travel infrastructure will be supported where thesflect best practice principles
summarised in the Hailsham Design Guide & Code.

Proposalshould notresult in the loss of existing walking or cycling routesy;, reduce
the capacity of that infrastructure.
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Project MHT -01 Crossing the A22

The A22 forms a major barrier to movement, dividing residents of Hailsham fr
the network of natural areas ankkisure facilities found to the west of the town,
including Abbotd&s Wood, Knockhatch
Crossing the road is dangerous and tHumsits enjoyment oftheseto those with
access to a private car.

A disused tunnel exists under the A22the proximity of the Hailsham Country
Park The Town Council is keen to work with partners, including East Sussex
County Council, to explore the feasibility and costing of reopening and reusin
tunnel for pedestrians and cycligisigure 15). It may need increasing in width
and height as well as structural support to enable safe (and attractive) use.

Access to and from the tunnel is immediatelgjacento land in theownershipof
the Town Counciland, via the Country Park, is close to lawdhin the Diplocks
Estate whiclthe Town Council aspires to using as a Mobility Hub / Park and R
facility, linked with wider aspirations for improved irtuaban bus routes and
more local walking and cycling access. The route would thus comprise an
important hub or gateway for Hailsim.

As an alternative to a tunnel, and subject to design, costing and land availabil
green bridgeacross the A22nay be appropriate at this location.

Figure 15: Ar t i st s 0 ofithe lefurbBishmeattofiaw existing tunnel under the A22.
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ProjectMHT -02 ThedHai | sham Country

The Town Council is supportive of improvements to the walking and cycling
network across Hailsham, including those projects identified in the East Suss:
Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP). In the main these in
the retrofitting of existing streets to accommodate new infrastructure and reqt
further testing, design and analysis.

In addition to the routes in the LCWIP a further opportunity has been identifie:
which the Town Counci l i's referrin
would be a north south connection on land maiitiythe ownership of the Town
Council running alongside the AZRigure 16). It would provide a connection
between various leisure, recreation and community uses in Hailsham, providi
safe and attractive access to these for all ages, being segregated from traffic
much of its length.

The route would provide a connection with the new outdoor sports hub being
provided by Wealden District Council to the north of Hailsham and run south
towards the James West Centre, Hailsham Country Park and eventually to th
Cuckoo Trial to the south of Hilsham via the existing network of public rights
way (and including upgrades to these as appropriaf@e route would connect
with the Diplocks Mobility Hib / Park and Ride and thus also connect with the
Town Centre and, west, across the A22, to tiBaishy Wood Activity Centre,
Knockhatch Adventure Park, Arlingt
Priory. It would supplement the Cuckoo Trail in terms of opening up Hailshar
visitors.

It should be an allveather path, enabling use in all conditigesamples include
that shown inFigure 17). Lighting should be unobtrusive and new planting
provided, as appropriate, between this and the A22 to screen the route from
traffic.

Opportunities that are taken to improve the quality of leisure and recreation
facilities along the Country Line will be supported by the Town Council. Thes
include investigating delivery of a new pump tréekjure 18) and or Mountain
Bike trail at an appropriate location along the Country Line.
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Figure 16: Potenti al route of t he -réad, adgregatedawalking and oytlingyroute i ne 6, an
linking various leisure, recreation and community use in and adjacent to Hailsham.
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Figure 18: Example of a pump track and skatepark (source: Kimber Park BMX Track and Skatepark)
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The Cuckoo Tralil

7.14 The Cuckoo Trail is a key asset féfailshamand surrounding communitiest is the
route of the former Eastbourne to Tunbridge Wells railway and now forms a
fourteenmile, mainly offoad, route for walking, cycling and horse riding (with
horse riding primarily limited to that part of the route between Maynards Green and
Hellinglyto the north of Hailsham

7.15 The route is well used and enjoyed on a regular basiser Research undertaken
on behalf of Wealden District Council in June 2021 by Resources for Change found
that people value the traffifree, peaceful and natural feel of the Trail, and that it
offers a chance for exercise in an attractive, natural settidgwever, it is
considered to have greater potentialn particular, the User Research indicated
that:

{1 The trail is in good condition overall, but the infrastructure is tired and in varied
states of repair.

1 Benches, tables and artwork need repair or replacement.

1 There is little sense of the Trail having once been a railway, with little by way of
historical, cultural or natural heritage interpretation along the Trail.

1 There are few amenities along the Trail.

7.16 A set of recommendations to improve the quality of the Trail are set out in the User
Research, some of which are already underwélyese include:

1 Protecting and enhancing the Cuckoo Tr a
1 Implemeninga plan to improve the behaviour of trail users and manage the
accumulation of litter dropped.

1 Make more of the trail ds rail way herita
1 Consider sitesobontheTdadvel op as O6hubs

1 Make more of the Cuckoo Trail as a cycl
T Promote the Trail as a Odestinationd.

1 Repair and renew the Trailds infrastruc
1 Targeting specific groups and activities to more of the use of the trail.

7.17 Subsequent to the User Research report WDC adopte@ackoo Trail Strategy
This seeks to enhance the Tralil, in a sympathetic way, while ensuring it remains a
valuable community assethe vision for the Trail, as set out in the Strategy
document, is that it

owi || become an even greater naturlal, ec:
will continue to be accessible to everyor

7.18 Proposals that help support and facilitate improvements to the Cuckoo Trail as
identified in the User Research and that help deliver the Vision for the Trail as set
out in the Strategy document are welcome.
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In Hailsham, opportunities which improve the connectivity between the Cuckoo
Trail, town centre and residential areasill be supported, enhancing the network of
active travel routes for residents and visitors to the town, and where the economic
benefit of expenditure from visitors can be captured. The opportunityddrubd
alongthe Cuckoo Trailin the town centre incorporating visitor facilitiesas
identifiedas a projecin the first Neighbourhoodlan (Figure 19).

Much of the Cuckoorrail in Hailsham runs ofbad along the former railway line.
However, parts of this have been built over, with sections of the Trail runnirg on
road and through areas of developmeherever possible, opportunities should

be taken through development to help reconnect these sections, providing a
continuousand uninterruptedoute. Where this takes place, development should

be set back from the Cuckoo Trail, allowing space for green infrastructure alongside
this, but with development fronting onto this to create active frontages that provide
natural surveillance of the route.

CUCKO(
TRAIL

)
{
)

S \\
Y e
NG

Figure19: Arti st és il lustration of a combined visitor and
public realm improvements, wayfinding and active travel infrastructure.
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Policy HaM 2: The Cuckoo Trall

1. As appropriate to their site and location, development proposals shoulc
take goportunitiesto deliverimprovementso the quality of theCuckoo
Trailas recommended in thCuckoo Trail User Research report and
Cuckoo TrailStrategy Proposals should:

a. Maintain and enhance the environmental and natural landscape
character of the Trail.

b. Conserve and enhance biodiversity, including potential for connect
habitats.

c. Improve the quality of the surface of the Trail and access to this for
users in all weather conditions.

d. Improve existing or provide new points of access to the Cuckoo Tri
that are inclusive and accessible to all, including pedestrians, peof
with pushchairs, people in wheelchairs and mobility scootand,
cyclists.

e. Recognise and reinforce the railway heritage.
f.  Provide wayfinding, public art and information boards.

g. Provde unobtrusive lighting along the Cuckoo Trand which
minimises impacts on biodiversity.

2. Opportunities that are taken through development to reconnect missing
sections of the Cuckoo Trail will be supportedhis should incorporate
provision of new green infrastructure along the route and where
development is orientated to front onto this.

3. Proposals for a O0hubd along the
appropriate to site and location, incorporate visitor and cycle facilities,
includinga café and toilet.The design should be sensitive to context.
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Public transport

7.21 The provision of good public transport services is essentidhtocreation of a
socially inclusive community, providing opportunities for all to access services and
employment opportunities. Within Hailsham, bus links between the residential areas
and town centre are important, as are those to surrounding towns and ttzel
services. Policy DE1 of the emerging Local Plan supports compact forms of
development that prioritise safe and sustainable travel choices, including public
transport.

7.22 Policy HAIL AT3 of the made Neighbourhood Plan set out the approach to public
transport provision in Hailsham. This reflected the clear preference expressed
through consultation for improved nenar-basedransport options. This message
has been reiterated through consultation on the review of the Neighbourhood Plan.
Indeed, the growth of Hailsham and adjacent areas over recent years has led to an
increase in traffic and parking across the town and enttbwn centrespecifically
and thisthreatens to detract from the quality and character of the centre.

7.23 The quality and frequency of bus services is limited across parts of Hailsham at
present(Figure 20), with many of those who can, travelling by car instead. Whilst
it is accepted that people will continue to travel by car, the Neighbourhood Plan
aims to create the conditions that encourage safe, attractive and efficient travel by
alternative modes, anghich provide people with the choice and opportunity to
travel by foot, bike or public transport.

7.24 Public transport, walking and wheeling should become attractive propositions for
people to use. The quality of infrastructure, as well as routes and services, should
be enhanced. This means, for example, wider and better pedestrian crossing
facilities, mproved street furniture and less street clutter, dedicated cycle lanes,
comfortable and informative bus shelters. Indeed, providing for good walking and
wheeling conditions, and improved public transport services, helps reduce
congestion (see, for exanglresearch by Civitafor the EU) and carbon emissions
from vehicles, bringing environmental benefits. In terms of good quality bus
provision a frequent service, in the context of Hailsham, is one that operates every
twenty to thirty minutes (or more frequently) throughout the day and which is also
supported by provision of live travel information and bus waiting facilities.

7.25 Given the potential for significant residential development in Hailsham arising from
the emerging Local Plan, there is likely to be a particular need for the delivery of
new bus routes that connect new growth areas to the existing town centre and
wider neghbourhoods. In these circumstances new routes within residential
developments should incorporate sustainable, safe, and effective infrastructure that
supports bus use. Where it is practicable to do so, bus stops should be located such
that they are witln walking distance (400m) of all residents and have sheltered
waiting facilities with redime updates on bus times.
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Cuckoo Trail
w— Town Council Boundary ===~ ~“~e..
W Builtup area

= Main road structure

Bus route frequnecy:
«=== 1 orfewer per hour
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> G area of fr
e bus routes (3+ per hour)

Growth Allocations:
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Figure 20: Plan showing the bus network in Hailsham and the walking catchment (equivalent to a distance
of 400 metres) around the most frequent services. This indicates that, despite recent and proposed growth,
the southeast and northeast of the town are lacking in services and are thus areas where interventions are
required to help support a move to sustainable forms of travel.
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Existing lns services in the south and east of Hailsham are relatively infrequent. Itis
an area that has amongst theghest proportion of households ranked as being

within the indices of deprivation in the Neighbourhood Plan aed is thus an area
where good public transport services are needed. However, the street network is
narrow in places and, combined with the scale of growth that has taken place, is an
area where it may be difficult to accommodate improvements. Alteveatio

traditional bus service models may need investigating, including extension of
communitybased bus services.

Cuckmere Community buess operatethree routes four dayssweek around
Hailsham. This is a highly valued resource, albeit the frequency of services is fairly
limited. Ongoing support for and investment in these services is essential.

Other gaps in the network include those to thertheastof town, along Battle

Road. As a major growthrea fordevelopment in the emerging Local P{ahthis
stage) this represents an opportunity famproving the frequency of service and
integrating development and public transport services. Other gaps include the link
north from Hailsham into neighbouring Hellingly, serving the Academy, Country
Park and Community Hub, and where provision of new and extended bus routes
may help relieve mssure on the traffic network in Hailsham.

Policy HaM 3: Public transport

1. As appropriate to the size, nature and location of developmergppsals
shouldsupportimprovenent to busservicesand/orassociated
infrastructure.

2. Major new developmenshould be

a. located within walking distance (400 metres) of a frequent bus sen
with the 400-metre distancing referring to the actual walking distanc
as opposed to as the crow flies distances, or

b. whereproposals for major developmermire outside of the400-metre
walking distance of a bus stdpey are able to incorporate new bus
routes and services for residents.

3. Streets designed for bus usenew developmenwill be required to
optimisethe placemaking function of the streeProposals for street
design should have regard to the Hailsham DeS€igide &Code.

4. Where new hus sheltersare provided thesehould incorporate green
roofs and real timdravel information powered by solar panels or micro
wind turbines incorporated into the structure of the shelteThe co
location of bus stops with new or improved walking and cycle
infrastructure isencouraged
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Community mobility hubs

Consultation responses supported a need for improved travel choices and solutions
across Hailsham, including an integrated network of sustainable travel that enables
people to move around safely and easily by bus, foot and bike.

The most recent iteration of the East Sussex County Coubetal Transport Plan
(LTP4) identifies Hailsham as an important local centre serving a mainly rural area
and where improvements to intrarban as well as rural bus services are to be
delivered. Improvements to intrarban bus services identified in LTP4 include

those betweerHailsham and Tunbridge Wells, between Hailsham, Lewes and
Eastbourne, and between Hailsham and Hastings. The aspiration set out in LTP4 is
that Hailsham will become an important hub for wider transport services, alongside
which improvements to the locabalking and wheeling network are supported,

making these a safer and more attractive proposition for shorter, everyday journeys.

To support use of sustainable travel modes (dags, walking and wheeling), and

help realise the wider aspirations in LTP4, a network of strategically located mobility
hubs across the county is proposed. These will allow for improved interchange
between different modes of travel, including use of tlag, and enhance the
experience of using public transport, making greater use of real time travel
information and designing the hubs to best reflect the character of the local
environment and needs of local users.

Mobility hubs can be broadly defined as:

A place where a variety of travel modes are provided;lofatedavith community
services, providing a range ofoe#gy services, supporting easy interchange between
sustainable travel options.

LTP4 envisages two strategically located mobility hubs in Hailsham associated with
the delivery of intraurban bus routes.However, to support their use, they need to

be supplemented by a network of more localised hubs, supporting connection with
and movement between the home and other important destinations and places of
interest, such as the town centre, places of workcst and community facilities.

Alongside LTP4 the County Council has also publishedaal Cycling and Walking
Infrastructure PlafLCWIP). It presents more locally specific projects (than in

LTP4) and initiatives that are intended to help make walking and wheeling the mode
of choice for people, particularly for shorter, everyday journeys. Delivery of local
interventions in the LCWP thus go handh-hand with more strategic initiatives
established in LTP4.

In Hailsham the concept of the mobility hub be scaled up, or down, depending on
location, and extend to a network of hubs across the area providing a range of travel
choices for allreducing reliance on private car ownership and use, and the impacts
of this on congestion, air quality, health and vling.
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Beyond their main transport related focus, the concept of the mobility hub can be
expanded to include a range of social and community services and facilities,
functioning as a community hub/kiosk and including, as appropriate, facilities such as
parcel colection points, community rooms, toilets, changing place facilities, share
points or similar, waste and recycling facilities.

The expansion of the mobility hub as a community space can provide an opportunity
for residents to meet and liaise with neighbours, to find out more about activities,
events and proposals in their area, and to become more involved in helping shape
these. Thi s can act as a O6living roomd6 for
located, allowing residents to actively participate in decision making that effects their
area. They can help contribute towards meeting the need for community facilities
across Hailsam as a whole.

In Hailsham, mobility hubs should be safe and accessible spaces which act as a focal
point for car and bicycle sharing and hire (as well as other personal micro mobility
forms of transport), bicycle repairs, travel information and bus stops. The hubs may
take the form of a kit of parts, being scaled up or down according to location and
community needs.

Key locations for mobility hubs in Hailshgfigure 21) potentiallyinclude:
1 A site adjacent to the A22 Hailsham Bypass and Diplocks Way roundabout,

t

acting as a potenti al O0Par k aulwthn Ri de 0

bus routes amd |liendp rcomence ciliaonts bet ween
surrounding area includin(a) local bus services via Diplocks Way into Hailsham
Town Centre and (b) new and upgraded walking and wheeling rqaaéantially
involving reuse of the foot tunnel under the A22 and creation of a-gefined

route into the town centre via Western Road, avoiding conflicts with heavy good
vehicles in the Diplocks Way employment aigagure 22). This is closely

aligned with ideas consulted on by East Sussex CaDatyncilin the A22 Active

Travel consultatiorundertaken in late 2024.

1 A site in the town centre, possibly along North Street or involving the
reconfiguration of the South Road car park. This is located at the confluence of
the Cuckoo Trail and other walking and bus routes, and which would allow for
interchange between vans modes, as well as being in close proximity to the
town centre, sports and leisure facilitie®rovision of amobility hubhere would
represent a reinterpretation of its former role as the location of Hailsham
railway station. It would act as a welcoming arrival point into the town centre
and could be combined with an integrated visitor centre, café and toilet,
maximising the roland potential of the Cuckoo Trial as a recreational visitor
route to and through Hailsham.

115

t


https://consultation.eastsussex.gov.uk/economy-transport-environment/a22-active-travel-measures/
https://consultation.eastsussex.gov.uk/economy-transport-environment/a22-active-travel-measures/

HAILSHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

. Built up area
----- Cuckoo Trail

Community / Mobility hubs in Hailsham '

Community / Mebility hubs in Hellingly
o

routes \
s ‘ \
2 < i g
> 2 . f /P

Figure 21: Potential mobility hub locations in Hailsham and neighbouring Hellingly, and which also indicates
existing O6highd frequency bus service routes as well as
bus routing and community bus services that supplement the network.

— Existing ‘high frequency’ bus routes
== Potential new intra-urban bus routes in
4 LTP4 (ESCC)
¢ Gapsin network which could benefit
from new bus services
T Broad areas where narrow streets may
natbesuhable!mnew;lntenslﬁedbus

W N
&1 ~ -
= -~
' [

N
N )RS
e S

W
N

116



7.40

7.41

! : ! [t {r
HAILSHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Town Centre Maobility Hub'on
Walking and cycling Morth Street combined with
route via Western Road cycle routes, Cuckoo Trail, bus
i services and car parking

{7 mobility Hub

H H
o i Parkand Ride
Uses and destinations i ‘Mobility Hub'

‘Inter-urban’ bus route via H

: Diplocks and Town Centre South RUdd.FCuLkUOTrd'[I
Walking and cycling route ‘Mability Hub'and visitor centre
across (or via tunnel) A22

— BUs service

m— Cycle route

Figure 22: Plan indicating the potential for linking a combined mobility hub / Park and Ride facility at the A22
with mobility hubs in the town centre and which serve a range of uses and activities.

Other potential locations for mobility hubs in the town centre include the Leisure
Centre. Various locations along the Cuckoo Trail may also offer scope for
introductions of mobility hubs, particularly where opportunities exist to integrate

the walking ad wheeling network with frequent bus routes and community facilities.
Other existing community facilities and areas of new growth may also be a focus for

provision of mobility hubs.

To the south and east of the town, mobility hubs could be located within existing
communities and or close to new growth areas, particularly where existing bus
services ardimited,and the nature of the street network means provision of such
services may be difficult to achieve. As such, community mobility hubs that provide
alternative transport choices to the car will be important to prioritise. Other
transport solutions, includig communitybased bus services could also be

investigated.
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Opportunities for smaller scale hubs could also be provided across other parts of
Hailsham, particularly where space might exist to expand existing bus waiting
facilities with bicycle parking and other facilities. All such locations should be tested
inthe first instance, through the use of
These would help understand how the hubs might be used, the mix of components
to provide and scale of demand, lotegm, for implementation across Hailsham.

Pop up Hubs wouldbe similar in concept to a parklet that can easily be reconfigured
and moved to different locations, incorporating features such as planting, seating,
cycle parking, wayfinding and information about transport wider transport choices.

Mobility hubs are often designed as part of a public realm programme, creating new
public space and greenery. The redesign and reallocation of space (and where that
might also help address concerns aboutsireet parking raised during the initial
consulation) is intended to enhance the experience of travellers as well as benefiting
local residents and businesses. Where such hubs are to be provided, they should be
designed to avoid conflict between users of different transport modes, and where
any technéogy or cabling associated withvehicles or similar is incorporated,

should avoid causing obstruction or hindrance to pedestrian movement. The
Mobility Hub Guidanceublished by CoMoUK provides advice on the components

of a mobility hub and how they might be implemented, drawing on a range of case
studies.

The siting and design of mobility hubs and combined community facilities should
ideally be developed in partnership between the Town Council, County Council and
infrastructure service providers, facilitating a coordinated approach to delivery.

In order for the shift towards micro and personal mobility to be successful the
delivery of new mobility solutions should go hand in hand with the provision of new
infrastructure, such as safe cycle lanes and walking routes. The LCWIP supports
delivery ofa series of new and improved walking and wheeling route across
Hailsham, with the Cuckoo Trial being the central spine, supported by a network of
routes between this, the town centre and surrounding residential areas. The design
and delivery of these shutd accord with best practice principles set out in national
guidance.
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Policy HaM 4: Community mobility hubs

1.

Proposals for Community Mobility hubs in Hailshahould supportactive
and sustainable travel.

Community Mobility hubs may be designed as a kit of parts and
incorporate some or all of the following features:

a.

o

~ 0 a0

g.

Bus waiting facilities and travel time information.

Secure cycle parking facilities, including space for cargo bikes and
docking points for cycle and scooter hire as appropriate.

Facilities for the basic maintenance of bicycles.

Car club parking and communal EV charging points.

Parcel delivery and collection points.

Community kiosks and associated facilities, including toilets, chanc
places, share points, community rooms, waste and recycling faciliti
and small retail space.

Areas of planting and seating.

Proposals for O6Pop up shdadhelpestdablish |
appropriate locations and facilities to be provided on a permanent basi:

Proposals thaintegrate mobility hubs with existing bus stops should be
designed to retain the operational requirements of the bus service.

All Community Mobility Hubs are required to meet the accreditation
standards established by CoMoUK. They must be loig&qualitydesign
appropriate to the townscape and located to avoid hindrance to
pedestrians.
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Electric vehicles

Policy HAIL AQ1 of the made Neighbourhood Plan was set in the context of the
increasing use of electric vehicles, the phasing out of the sale edleotric

(internal combustion engine) vehicles, and the desire to improve air quality in
Hailsham. This ieflected in the emerging Local Plan which supports development
that incorporates electric charging facilities as required under Part S of the Building
Regulations.

Guidance orParking at New Developmentsublished by East Sussex County
Council outlines design considerat®for provision of charging points in residential
and nonresidential developments, and in communal areas. The Cdbotycil
supports the provision of charging hubs in key destinations, such as town centres
and where the clustering of charging points will help reduce street clutter.

In Hailsham, the roll out of electric vehicle charging points in the public realm and
communal areas is supporté&y the Town Councilparticularly where provided
alongside walking, wheeling and public transport services, including integration within
community mobility hubs, and where technology can be upgraded in future to allow
for rapid (or faster: see Glossary) or wireless charging.

Where such technology is provided, either as part of a mobility hub or as a stand
alone charging point, it must be sensitively sited and designed such that it does not
cause obstruction within the public realm (i.e.: the charging points and cables should
not be placed where they would cause obstruction to and impede pedestrian
movement, wheeling and cycling).

Policy HaM 5: Electric vehicle charging points

1. Proposed electric vehicle (EV) charging points should be located sensi
to avoid harmful impacts on pedestrian circulation and the immediate
appearance of the street scene and townscape. Infrastructure shall be
designed to minimise visual clutterntdirance and hazard to pedestrians,
cyclists and other street users.

2. Insofar as planning permission is required, proposals for the retrofitting
existing on anaff-street parking to include EV charging points is welcor

3. Wherever possible, EV charging infrastructure, such as cabling, shoulc
provided in such a way that it can be expanded in the future to provide
additional charging points as appropriate, and where it can be upgrade
incorporate faster than rapid and avireless charging technology.
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Street maintenance

During consultatiorthe maintenance of streets was raised as a concern by many
people, referring to the presence of potholes in the carriageway as well as uneven
pavements, causing particular hindrance to those with mobility impairments and
others undertaking some form of wheedjrfe.g.pushing a buggy).

East Sussex Highwagsresponsible for the maintenance of public roads and

footpaths in Hailsham. Services include the repair of potholes, drains, road
markings, signage and streetlights. Private or unadopted roads are the responsibility
of the owner to maintain.

Funding for maintenance is derived form a combination of council tax, business rates
and government grants (i,€apital funding). Problems can be reported direct to
East Sussex Highways.

Responsibility for collecting litter and sweeping streets fallg/galden District
Council The District Council also installs, maintains and empties the majority of
litter bins in Wealden. Problems can be reported direct to the District Council.
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-and-coastal-change
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/29/schedule/3
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/media/1qgio4mx/guide-to-sustainable-drainage-systems-in-east-sussex2.pdf
https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/media/m5ngi31e/se7-suds-masterplanning_low_res_reduced.pdf
http://eastsussex.suds-tool.co.uk/
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https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/planning/development-contributions/section-106-planning-obligations
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