
I also carry out shopping and drop-off services for some of our
vulnerable residents every Friday and, where  possible, take
calls from our older and more vulnerable residents who are
self-isolating and who would like to have a brief chat with their
Mayor. These are very strange times for us all and we must take
the time to look after each other, family and neighbours.

In closing, due to the coronavirus lockdown and in 
accordance with emergency legislation, we had to make the
decision to cancel our Annual Council Meeting scheduled for
late May. I'm pleased, however, to continue my role as Town
Mayor and Chairman of Hailsham Town Council for a further
year.

I'm happy to continue in the role and, despite not being able
to fulfil any civic engagements for the time being, I'm still 
representing the town in other ways, as I've just highlighted.
Plus, I have attended remote/online meetings of Full Council,
whilst we're unable to attend meeting in-person the normal
way. I'll continue to be on call to residents should they need
to talk tome about Town Council services or discuss ways to
help the vulnerable during the pandemic

I pledge my full support to residents, businesses, community
groups and other organisations in Hailsham for the future. 
I look forward to being able to assist
you all further once this pandemic
blows over.

“Stay safe everyone."

Cllr Paul Holbrook,
Town Mayor & Chairman, 
Hailsham Town Council

INTRODUCTION BY
THE MAYOR & CHAIRMAN
"Whilst my civic duties as Town Mayor ended abruptly in
March due to the coronavirus pandemic, I've continued 
my role since then and have remained active as a
representative of the Town Council and assisting our more

vulnerable residents in our town as much as possible.

When lockdown restrictions were first introduced, I wanted do
something to help the community. I've maintained regular
contact by phone with the many local community groups,
voluntary organisations, businesses and individuals who are
offering local deliveries, pick-ups, drop-offs and even those
checking on or caring for people who are self-isolating, 
elderly or more vulnerable to the virus. I am truly amazed by
the response of you all to the coronavirus crisis during the past
few weeks.

I meet on a fortnightly basis with representatives from Sussex
Police and the local Chamber of Commerce remotely via 
online video conferencing, to discuss local policing issues and
how officers are responding to the Covid-19 crisis.

I keep in touch with Town Council staff regularly, including 
our Town Clerk, Planning & Environment Officer and 
Communications Officer, to keep abreast of any changes to
our services and facilities and helping to communicate these
changes to the public. I've also maintained frequent contact
by phone with the Hailsham Youth Service team and 
cemetery staff, and carried out inspections of allotment plots
in the town, whilst observing social distancing regulations.

www.hailsham-tc.gov.uk
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COUNCIL 
AND 
COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS
Hailsham Town Council postponed its Full Council and 
Committee meetings until further notice, a decision which
came as a result of the Coronavirus situation and the 
measures/advice provided by the government agencies
concerning social distancing.

At the beginning of April however, the government set 
regulations before parliament allowing local councils to 
hold meetings online or through video/tele-conferencing.
Until that time, it was required that councils had to meet in
person and most decision-making meetings had be held 
in public (and be quorate). Town and parish councils are 
required to hold Annual Council Meetings in May but that
requirement has been suspended for 2021.

The Town Council has held two remote/online Full Council
meetings since March - in April and June - and an Emergency

Grants Panel meeting to agree the allocation of funding to
local voluntary organisations working to support the Hailsham
community during the coronavirus pandemic.

Town Clerk John Harrison commented: “We are monitoring
developments concerning the coronavirus very closely, in
line with guidance from the Government. I’d like to take this
opportunity to thank the public for their understanding of
these necessary precautions as we take every step possible
to ensure their well-being and safety - and that of our 
members and staff.”

New dates of Full Council and Committee meetings will be
announced on our website (www.hailsham-tc.gov.uk), social
media pages and via the local press in due course.

Due to the coronavirus pandemic and in accordance with
emergency legislation, Hailsham Town Council decided to
cancel its Annual Meeting of the Council which was due to
be held on 20th May 2020.

The Regulations remove the requirement for local authorities
to hold annual meetings this year and, in accordance with
the regulations, any appointments which would usually be
made at the Annual Meeting will continue until the next 
Annual Meeting.

As a result, the Chairman/Town Mayor Cllr Paul Holbrook, and
Vice-Chairman/Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr Amanda O'Rawe,
will remain in post for a further year (until May 2021). This also
means that all committee memberships and their chairs and
vice-chairs will remain the same until May 2021.

Ordinary and Extra-Ordinary meetings of the Council will be
held where possible via video conferences whilst coronavirus
restrictions remain in place. Any new dates will be publicised
via the Town Council's social media pages and main website
accordingly.

Members of the public can access the meetings, details of which
are available before each public meeting by contacting the 
Town Clerk (john.harrison@hailsham-tc.gov.uk).

"I'm happy to continue in the role as Mayor and Chairman
for another year," said Town Mayor & Chairman Cllr Paul 
Holbrook. While the lockdown has meant that all mayoral
events have been cancelled, I'm still representing the town
in other ways and I'll continue to be on call to residents
should they need to talk to me about Town Council services
or discussing ways to help the vulnerable during the 
pandemic."

"I have seen first-hand how difficult it has been for many 
people because of the present situation, but it has also been
delightful to see how community spirit in our wonderful town
is strong."

CANCELLATION OF ANNUAL
COUNCIL MEETING



SOCIAL DISTANCING 

AT HAILSHAM'S 
PARKS AND OPEN SPACES
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Hailsham's parks and public open spaces remain open during
the Coronavirus pandemic, but residents are urged to 
adhere to the social distancing rules set by government
agencies.

Public open spaces such as Hailsham Country Park, the 
Common Pond, Western Road Recreation Ground and 
Maurice Thornton Playing Field will remain open to the public
for exercise, picnicking, sunbathing and enjoying the fresh air,
although residents MUST heed government advice relating
to social distancing.

“We ask people that are using our parks and open spaces to
respect the health and safety of others at all times, following
the relevant government guidance on social distancing,"
said Town Clerk John Harrison.

“Advising the public on social distancing and other measures
is vital if we are to help combat the spread of the Coronavirus
and it’s imperative that we take the health of the local 
community into consideration during this difficult time.”

Due to the public health pandemic, Hailsham Town Council's
community hall facilities will remain closed until further no-
tice.

The hire of community facilities managed by the Town 
Council, including the James West Community Centre in

Brunel Drive, Fleur de Lys Meeting Room in Market Street 
and Southview Community Rooms in Western Road, have
been suspended and any upcoming events cancelled or
postponed.

“While these closures will remain in place for the foreseeable
future, we will be monitoring developments and following
guidelines set by government agencies concerning when it
may be practical and acceptable to reopen the venues,”
said Town Clerk John Harrison.

“It is our duty as a parish council to look after the health, safety
and wellbeing of members, staff and visitors to our office 
building and community halls, as well as to our public events."

Community Hall
bookings unavailable
until further notice
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While Hailsham Cemetery remains open for burials and  to  
visitors/mourners,  people  MUST  heed  government advice
relating to social distancing:

• Restrict the number of mourners to ensure a safe distance
can be maintained between individuals, adhering to the 
latest social distancing guidelines

• Minimise contact with each other, e.g. no hand-shaking

• Refrain from attending the cemetery if you are exhibiting
symptoms.

• Follow all government guidance on personal hygiene prior
to, during and after use of the cemetery

Town Clerk John Harrison said: “We recognise this is a 
distressing time for anyone who has lost a loved one. But we
cannot emphasise enough the importance of sticking to these
measures and restrictions on service. They are all being put in
place to protect not only members of staff who helping to
carry out this critical service, but also to protect the public.”

Members of the public can still get in touch with the burial
services team by calling Hailsham Town Council on 
01323 841702 or emailing david.saxby@hailsham-tc.gov.uk

Burial arrangements

at Hailsham
Cemetery
As the Town Council continues to review its service 
delivery for residents in response to COVID-19, measures in 
relation to burial arrangements at Hailsham Cemetery have
been introduced to protect the local community.

Hailsham  Cemetery  in  Ersham  Road  will  remain  open  for
graveside and ashes burials, with services being attended by
a minimum number of mourners. This is in line with Government
advice.

Cemetery grounds are open as usual from dawn to dusk, but
the chapels will remain closed until further notice. 
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Hailsham Town Council is pleased to announce that at its 
online meeting of the Emergency Grants Panel held in April, it
was agreed to award emergency funding to a number of
charities and voluntary organisations which are supporting the
community through the coronavirus pandemic.

Keen to support groups who are directly helping people to
overcome the effects of Covid-19, the Town Council has
awarded £8,185 grant funding to the following organisations:

EMERGENCY GRANTS
AWARDED FOR
VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS IN

HAILSHAM

NHS CARE PACKAGES (£500) 
A small community organisation based in Hailsham
made up of Hailsham Cricket Club players, working 

to source and deliver basic grocery packages to 
the NHS staff who live in the local area.

HAILSHAM FOODBANK
(£2,500) 

The grant funding enabled the Foodbank 
to buy specific food items that they are 

running short of during the pandemic, fuel and
transportation costs, and helping local schools

with families who are being affected 
by the current situatio

THE PUMPKIN PATCH 
(£500)

A local independent trader which has facilitated
the supply of fabric and haberdashery 

to sewists volunteering for the 
NHS Angels project, which produces 

scrub bags and headbands for 
NHS staff and other keyworkers 

in the community.
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Furthermore, the Town Council had 
previously awarded a grant of £2,500 to
Hailsham Crisis Support, a group managed
by Sunflowers Mental Health & Well-Being
CIC, which supports the vulnerable and
elderly in Hailsham during this difficult time.

The panel decided to leave some 
underspend in case there is a need in the
future for additional emergency funding
for coronavirus-related projects.

"We awarded emergency community
grant funding to help support local 
charities, community groups and voluntary 
organisations who are actively supporting
our most vulnerable residents during the
Covid-19 pandemic," said Town Mayor
and Chairman of Hailsham Town Council,
Cllr Paul Holbrook.

“In these difficult times, it is excellent news
that the Town Council is in a position 
to be able to assist organisations 
financially in their endeavours to help our
most vulnerable residents. It's crucial that
the local community works together and
supports each other financially or by other
means."

CRAFTY ANNIE'S HOME (£185)
A local Community Interest company providing

crafting activities for children and parents. 
The grant goes towards the cost of setting up a
website/virtual magazine providing activity kits 

for families and people who are feeling isolated 
during the coronavirus pandemic.

SCDA COMMUNITY ALLOTMENT

PROJECT (£1,000)

Sussex Community Development Association (SCDA)

currently leases a community allotment in Battle Road,

available to use for the Hailsham community. 

The project currently supports people who are feeling

lonely and isolated directly as a result of the

Covid 19 pandemic.

CARE FOR THE CARERS
(£1,000) 

Funding towards essential infrastructure costs,telephone support training for counsellors, staffand volunteers and extra capacity includingSupport Worker time, and counselling hours.

ST WILFRID'S HOSPICE EASTBOURNE
(£2,500)

Funding provided to help towards the purchase of laptops for
their Community Nursing Team. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic

their community nurses are increasingly supporting Hailsham
patients via video calls, as well as face-to-face time. 

The purchase of laptops will also enable nursing staff to access
the most up-to-date patient information safely.
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Whilst the Square Youth Cafe and other facilities managed
by Hailsham Youth Service are currently closed due to the
coronavirus pandemic, young people can stay updated,
join in on discussions, take part in activities and keep in touch
with the youth worker team via social media, including their
Facebook and new Instagram pages.

Young people in Hailsham are encouraged to connect 
with discussions and take part in various online 
activities, including interactive challenges, quizzes, and 
recommendations on which films and TV programmes to
watch and what games to play on their smartphones.

"Maintaining contact with young people and keeping 
them engaged with services is essential, especially with the
continued closure of face-to-face services," said Andy Joyes,
youth project coordinator at Hailsham Town Council.

RECREATION GROUND
PERIMETER PATH
WORK IN PROGRESS
The Western Recreation Ground in Hailsham is set to benefit
from a major improvement that will make the popular park
even more appealing to people of all ages.

Town councillors considered a draft specification at a 
meeting held earlier this year for a project to build an 
all-weather perimeter path at the recreation ground and
agreed to allocate £137,511 to the scheme, which will come
from Section 106 developer contributions for leisure facilities
in Hailsham.

The project is part of an overall plan - working in partnership
with Hailsham Active and Hailsham forward - to create a 
network of paths in and around Hailsham.

The path will cover the perimeter of the recreation ground
and give access around and through the park all year, 
suitable for walking, cycling and running. A new all-weather
exercise area will also be created.

The work is being carried out section by section and 
individual access points will be closed off during the work on
that specific section. The recreation ground itself will remain
open for the duration of the works, although access will be 
restricted to the specific work area.

The work, which is currently in progress, should be completed
by the end of August.

“The Western Road Recreation Ground is a much-loved
community site and provides local users with many 
opportunities to enjoy the vibrant open space for sport,
leisure and other activities,” said Councillor Richard Grocock,
chairman of the Town Council's Assets Management 
Committee.

“Local residents and sports groups have stressed the need 
to improve accessibility at the Western Road Recreation
Ground. We’ve listened and I’m delighted to see the 
perimeter path construction project currently under way.”

Steve Wennington, chairman of Hailsham Active 
commented: “We are very grateful to town councillors for
supporting the proposal to construct the much-needed
perimeter path, which we sincerely hope will be the start of
more walking and cycling access across Hailsham, linking 
different parts of the town and providing 365 days
accessibility to the recreation ground for all.

"Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and social distancing
measures currently in place, there have been a lot of
changes to young people’s living circumstances. Keeping
young people updated on social media and in touch with
youth workers are important and, on our Instagram page in
particular, we are producing lighter content and activities to
keep young people engaged."

The temporary closure of Hailsham Youth Service, which
manages the Square Youth Café, Friday Night Project and
Monday Youth Club, as well as various support services, is
part of a Town Council-wide measure to combat the spread
of the COVID-19 coronavirus, taking into account advice to
residents to practice social distancing."

“With all the guidance from the Government now impacting
in our everyday lives, we’ve put measures in place to make
sure we’re protecting the health and safety of young people
in Hailsham and residents at large."

HAILSHAM YOUTH SERVICE 
ACTIVE ONLINE 
DURING PANDEMIC
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SOCIAL DISTANCING AT
ALLOTMENT PLOTS IN HAILSHAM
Hailsham Town Council's allotment sites in Battle Road, Station
Road and Harold Avenue remain open to tenants during the
cornavirus pandemic, although people are encouraged to
observe social distancing rules when visiting their plots.

The public must follow the guidelines below when tending to
their allotments:

• Observe the latest national social distancing guidelines
with each other

• Have hand sanitiser available and disinfect your hands 
regularly

• Minimise contact with each other, e.g. no hand-shaking

• Do not share tools or or any other equipment with another
plot holder

• Follow all government guidance on personal hygiene prior
to and during use of allotment sites

ANY PLOT HOLDER WHO IS SELF-ISOLATING BECAUSE A 
HOUSEHOLD MEMBER IS ILL WITH CORONAVIRUS SHOULD 
NOT BE VISITNG ANY ALLOTMENT SITE.

Town Mayor Cllr Paul Holbrook commented: "Taking into 
account the instructions and guidelines around movement
and social gatherings from the Government, we cannot 
emphasise enough the importance of following all the 
advice concerning social distancing and hygiene. This is a
very challenging time for so many people and of course the
health and safety of our residents remains our top priority."

UPGRADED FOOTPATH AT 
HAILSHAM COUNTRY PARK
An upgraded and more disabled-friendly footpath has been
installed at Hailsham Country Park.

Work carried out in June saw the covering of the existing path
around the lake with uniform tarmac, making it smoother and
more accessible for disabled users.

“Hailsham Country Park is a much-loved community site and
provides local users with many opportunities to enjoy the 
vibrant open space for leisure and other activities,” said Town
Mayor Councillor Paul Holbrook. “Local residents have
stressed the need to improve accessibility around the lake 
at the country park. We’ve listened and I’m delighted to 
see that the perimeter path resurfacing work has been 
completed.”

Other recent improvement works carried out on the Hailsham
Country Park site include the resurfacing of the car park off
Gleneagles Close, replacing the original surface which was
showing signs of deterioration with new tarmac. Additionally,
the cutting back of the tree canopy at the entrance to the
car park was undertaken and designated parking bays have
been introduced with appropriate markings to prevent 
disabled visitors being obstructed by other visitors.

For further information about Hailsham Country Park, 
contact Hailsham Town Council on 01323 841702 or 
email enquiries@hailsham-tc.gov.uk.

Neighbourhood 
Development Plan
The final steps towards the publication of the Hailsham 
Neighbourhood Development Plan have now been 
completed and, following receipt of the Examiner’s report 
referring to it as a ‘hugely impressive Plan’, it was 
recommended that the Neighbourhood Planning team 
proceeds to referendum in May. However, due to the public
health pandemic, the referendum will now take place in May
2021 instead.

The Hailsham Neighbourhood Plan, written by a group made
up of members from the community and from Hailsham Town
Council's Neighbourhood Planning Committee, proposes 
a number of policies relating to what infrastructure and 
development is needed to sustain future housing growth
in the Hailsham area, taking into consideration local 
environment and sustainability, design, housing type, traffic
and transport, economy, services and facilities.

The Plan is based on the concept of the 'Ten-Minute Town',
promoting social cohesion, health and well-being in the local
community.

“It’s been a very long and arduous journey to get this far with
the development of a neighbourhood plan for Hailsham,”
said Councillor Mary Laxton, chairman of the Neighbourhood
Planning Committee. “Nevertheless, I’m delighted for the
local community after the amount of work they have 
contributed from the outset.”

“Special thanks must be given to my fellow Neighbourhood
Planning Committee members, in addition to the appointed
consultants – Troy Planning Ltd – for their hard work from day
one, and members of the public who attended our various
public consultations and engagement events - having taken
the time to share their views and give us vital feedback.”

Further information on the Hailsham Neighbourhood Plan, 
including important announcements, can be found online at
www.hailshamneighbourhoodplan.co.uk.
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Angling enthusiasts can enjoy the best coarse fishing and 
cast a line on the Town Council’s waterways during ther 
fishing season, but must observe the latest social distancing
guidelines when doing so.

Fishing is currently permitted at two Town Council managed
sites: Hailsham Country Park lake (off Gleneagles Drive) and
Hempstead Pond (adjacent to Tilehurst Wood). Both fishing
areas are well-stocked with fish including carp, bream, roach,
rudd, tench, perch and pike.

Water bailiffs will be present where possible to monitor and 
encourage social distancing, in order to protect the health
and safety of the local community.

Karen Giddings, Environment & Planning Officer at Hailsham
Town Council said, “For the keen fisherman, there isn’t a better
place for fishing than the Hailsham Country Park lake. Besides
enjoying the beauty of the surrounding areas, there’s an
abundance of fish to catch and the nearby Hempstead Pond
site provides anglers with a wide variety of species to target
too.”

If you wish to purchase a season ticket, please telephone
01323 841702 or email karen.giddings@hailsham-tc.gov.uk
leaving your contact details for a callback and to make a
payment. Please note that only BACS/electronic transfer 
payments are being accepted for purchase of the fishing s
eason permits at this time.

Weekly fishing permits can be obtained from MFC Supplies in
Station Road (Monday to Saturday, 9am-5.30pm).

DETACHED YOUTH
TEAM SUPPORT
YOUNG PEOPLE 
DURING PANDEMIC
Workers from the Town Council's youth service team are now
out and about in streets and parks across Hailsham as 
lockdown easing continues.

In response to the COVID-19 crisis and in liaison with Sussex 
Police, Hailsham Youth Service remobilised its detached 
provision in June, in specific areas identified as needing further
support during this difficult time.

‘Detached’ or outreach youth work - which takes place 
outdoors rather than in designated young people’s centres -
was stopped when lockdown was announced in March, but
youth workers have now returned to outdoor spaces in order
to support young people experiencing a range of issues, 
including mental health, unemployment, isolation and l
oneliness.

Youth Project Coordinator, Andy Joyes said:  "While the
Square Youth Cafe, Monday Youth Club, Friday Night 
Project and our advisory services remain closed because of
restrictions, Hailsham Youth Service has adapted to ensure
that it continues to help young people and the community
and ensure they’re safe, following government guidance on
social distancing and getting the appropriate support during
the Coronavirus pandemic."

Currently, Hailsham Youth Service's staff engage in detached
work on Monday, Wednesday and Friday evenings, with two
teams operating at any one time. Staff wear clearly visible
youth service branded clothes so they can be found easily
and the Service ensures that all detached work is carried out
in accordance with social distancing guidelines.

FISHING 
SEASON 
UNDER WAY IN HAILSHAM!
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Hailsham town councillors have approved the use of internet
banking for its payments, a system to be implemented in the
near future.

At a meeting of Full Council held last month, members 
acknowledged the need to maintain robust controls on 
payments as an integrated part of its overall financial 
control system, and proposed to move the payments of the
Council to electronic means using an online banking system
as opposed to cheques.

Banking arrangements have developed considerably over
the last few years and at an increasing pace,” said Cllr Gavin
Blake-Coggins, chairman of the Town Council’s Finance,
Budget, Resources & Staffing Committee. “The use of cheques
is becoming increasingly rare and many businesses and 
individuals in fact prefer to receive payment electronically
and are now discouraging the use of cheques.”

“Some are now saying that they will soon refuse to accept
cheque payments. The facility for the Council to pay for 
services by cheque will ultimately cease and we need to be
prepared.”

The Finance, Budget, Resources & Staffing Committee 
discussed the possibility of moving over to complete online
banking for the Council back in late 2018. At the time, it was
decided that it would have online banking access to view
bank accounts, print statements and have access to move
funds between the bank accounts, but not to have the facility
to make external payments to suppliers.

Since then, further discussions have taken place between the
Council, Internal Auditor and business bank manager and, at
that particular time, there was not a system which would 

best fit the Council’s current Financial Regulations and work
in conjunction with the Internal Audit regulations.

More and more town and parish councils have over the last
year moved to electronic/online payments and, due to the
current pandemic, suppliers are increasingly not accepting
cheque payments which in turn causes issues for the Council.

Members have therefore decided that, due to the size of the
Town Council and its service offer/facilities together with the
current pandemic situation, it would be best practice to move
to electronic payment via online banking.

The Internal Auditor has welcomed the move by the Town
Council to internet banking.

TOWN COUNCIL
TO USE INTERNET BANKING FOR PAYMENTS
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More positive 
feedback for 
POST OFFICE
Hailsham’s town centre post office, which opened its doors 
in July 2019, has received further positive feedback from 
residents, this time in response to a recent social media post
published on a local community Facebook page.

The Hailsham community has reacted in an appreciative
manner, praising staff for their excellent customer service and
the post office's willingess to remain open in recent months,
despite the ongoing coronavirus pandemic. Here is a small
sample of comments received:

"I'm delighted that the public have commended the Town
Council's post office staff and are appreciative of our efforts
to keep the post office open during the pandemic as an 
essential community facility,” said Hailsham Mayor and 
Chairman of the Town Council, Councillor Paul Holbrook.

Town Clerk and Postmaster of the high street post office, John
Harrison commented: “The post office service is going really
well since it re-opened last summer and people still praise the
Town Council one year on for taking over the franchise and
saving the community facility, and secondly, for remaining
open during this difficult time."

Until further notice, the post office is open from 10am-4pm
Monday to Friday and is temporarily closed on Saturdays.

"As it's a local post office in a town I've loved my whole

life, you get to know the staff. They are always friendly

and willing to help, especially after the recent relocation

of premises."

"Staff are doing their best under difficult circumstances.
Always helpful polite and friendly."

"Despite the current situation we find ourselves in, thestaff are friendly and helpful. They are happy to providethe service and info we need. They are handling thesocial distancing well and not really letting it effect whatthey are doing."

"Taking all measures to assure that we and those who

work there stay safe. Also always greeted with a

smile!"

"The staff are pleasant, helpful and friendly.... and are avery valued part of our community."


