
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The final steps towards the publication of a Neighbourhood Plan for Hailsham, 
which have been delayed in recent months due to environmental assessment 
requirements, are set to come into fruition in early 2019.  
 
Following the Town Council’s submission of the Draft Neighbourhood Plan to 
Wealden District Council in April, the next step in the process will be a final public 
consultation on the Plan documents in accordance with Regulation 16. 
 
The Town Council has been notified by Wealden District Council that a Strategic 
Environment Assessment (SEA) and a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
would need to be included in the Neighbourhood Plan, due to a recent ruling by 
the Court of Justice of the European Union. 
 
The implications of this case on the Hailsham Neighbourhood Plan means that the 
Regulation 16 Consultation period, which was scheduled to take place in 
September, had to be postponed until the appropriate assessments have been 
undertaken. 
 
“It’s been a long process to get this far with the development of a neighbourhood 
plan for Hailsham,” said Councillor Glenn Moore, chairman of the Town Council’s 
Neighbourhood Planning Committee.  
 
“Whilst I’m pleased for the local community after the amount of work they have 
contributed to get to this stage in the process, it’s frustrating to hear that the 
process is still being held up, this time by new regulations requiring more detail 
on the impact on the environment and wildlife habitats.” 
 
“Nevertheless, we’ll be moving things forward in the New Year and press on with 
the public consultation on the Draft Neighbourhood Plan once we have received 
the relevant legal clarification and the examinations are complete.” 
 
The Hailsham Neighbourhood Plan, written by a group made up of members from 
the community and from Hailsham Town Council, proposes a number of policies 
relating to what infrastructure and development is needed to sustain future 
housing growth in the Hailsham area, taking into consideration local environment 
and sustainability, design, housing type, traffic and transport, economy, services 
and facilities. 
 
Once the required legalities have been met and the environmental assessments 
are complete, it will be the responsibility of Wealden District Council to collect all 
comments and representations at a final/Regulation 16 public consultation, which 
will then be submitted to an independent examiner for inspection of the Plan 
documents before proceeding to referendum next year. 
 
To find out more about the Hailsham Neighbourhood Plan, its progress and latest 
announcements, visit www.hailshamneighbourhoodplan.co.uk. 
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Terry Hall 
Communications & Public Information Officer 
Hailsham Town Council 
Inglenook 
Market Street 
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East Sussex, BN27 2AE 
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