
Community Land Trust for Hailsham

Hailsham Town Council has paved the way 
for the establishment of a new Community 
Land Trust for the town, having recently 
set up a committee to take the new project 
forward.

Community Land Trusts are a form of 
community-led housing, set up and 
run by ordinary people to develop and 
manage homes as well as other assets. 
The Hailsham Community Land Trust will 
be run by a group of volunteers as a non-
profit making organisation to purchase 
and manage property on behalf of the 
community.

There are currently about nearly 200 CLTs 
in England and Wales and it is anticipated 
that by 2020 they will have delivered over 
3,000 new affordable homes. 

Vice-Chairman of the Neighbourhood 
Planning Committee Councillor Mary 
Laxton said the Town Council has 
investigated the potential of CLTs as 
a model for community-led housing 
development in Hailsham. Councillor 
Laxton commented: “This is an exciting 
opportunity for the local community to 
secure for the future a number of properties 
for rent or part-purchase.”
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If you would like further information on 
the Trust, please contact Karen Giddings 
(Hailsham Town Council) on 01323 
841702 or by email: karen.giddings@
hailsham-tc.gov.uk

Full details about Community Land Trusts 
in general can be found at                              
http://www.communitylandtrusts.org.uk

“The scheme will provide an opportunity 
for the provision of local homes for local 
people at prices which are affordable – 
based on local earnings and which are 
high quality, well-designed homes that add 
to the character, balance and resilience of 
the community.”

“The policies determining who will be 
eligible to rent or part-buy these properties 
will be under the long-term control of the 
local community via the Trust and not 
some remote housing association, plus 
they can’t be sold off.”
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New Name for Town Council’s Youth Services
Hailsham Town Council has now merged 
its wide range of facilities, projects, support 
services and opportunities for young people 
in the town under one umbrella – Hailsham 
Youth Service.

Full details can be found on the Town 
Council’s recently launched website  
w w w. h a i l s h a m y o u t h s e r v i c e . o r g  
a website devoted to providing  information 
on the various youth clubs and centres 
including its flagship facility, the Square 
Youth Café located in Market Square, which 
is open on weekdays to 9 to 17 year-olds.

Also included on the website are the Friday 
Night Project (FNP), which works with 
partners including Knockhatch Adventure 
Park and Hailsham Community College to 
help create alternative recreational activities 
for young people on Friday evenings, as 

well as the newly established Monday 
Club, which opened its doors to 11 to 14 
year-olds at the James West Community 
Centre last month, featuring activities such 
as 5-a-side football, table tennis, badminton 
and volleyball.

As well as running clubs and centres, 
Hailsham Youth Service provides support 
services for young people, including that 
provided at Infopoint in Market Square, 
where young people have access to 
information and advice on all the issues 
that are important to them such as bullying, 
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health, drug and sexual 
health issues. 

Andy Joyes, Youth Project 
Coordinator at Hailsham 
Town Council said: “In 
recent months, the Town 
Council has expanded its 
youth service provision to 
include additional facilities 
and support services, so 
we thought it would be of 
benefit to the public if we 
merged our smaller youth 
services websites into one 
larger one, for ease of 
information.”

“The new website is 
a useful resource for 
people to find out more for 
about the youth services 
provided by the Town 
Council and be kept up-to-
date on upcoming activities 
and opportunities.” 

For further information on 
Hailsham Youth Service, 
contact Hailsham Town 
Council on 01323 843377 
or by email: info@
hailshamyouthservice.org
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New Community Centre Thriving

Bookings from residents and local 
community groups are now being 
taken for the hire of Hailsham’s brand 
new community hall – the James West 
Community Centre – which is located off 
Brunel Drive in the north of the town and 
opened its doors to the public just a few 
months ago.

The James West Centre consists of an 
18m x 11.7m hall, able to accommodate 
an audience of around 200 seated for 
public performances. The building also 
includes two meeting rooms (10 and 
16-person capacity), a large kitchen, 
store rooms, toilets, changing rooms and 
a P.A. system.

The facility can be hired for community 
events, sports, business meetings, 
memorial services, youth groups and 
other social events, as well as private 
function hire.

“We’re very excited 
about the new James 
West Centre,” said Town 
Mayor Councillor Nigel 
Coltman. “Not only has 
this new space already 
expanded our opportunity 
for community and 
local sports activities in 
Hailsham, but it will also 
meet the growing need 
for community hall hire 
space in the area.”

“We now offer community and sporting 
groups low cost hire space, along with 
providing a quality and accessible new 
venue option for wedding receptions and 
other private function hires.”

For further information about the James 
West Community Centre or to make a 
booking, contact Hailsham Town Council 
on 01323 841702 or by email: enquiries@
hailsham-tc.gov.uk
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NEW BUSINESSES SET UP SHOP
IN TOWN CENTRE

Recent figures show that Hailsham 
town centre has fallen well below the 
current regional and national averages 
of vacant ground floor commercial units, 
now having recorded the lowest number 
since 2006 resulting from the opening 
of a string of new businesses setting up 
shop in the town.
 
During the past few years, the town 
centre has welcomed a range of 
new businesses in the town centre, 
including those which have expanded 
and subsequently relocated to larger 
premises and retail spaces.
 
Businesses recently opened or opening 
imminently include Hays Café, New 
Image barbers and Maybugs gifts and 
homeware shop in Vicarage Field, in 
addition to The Deli, The G Zone video 
games store and an additional barber 
shop in St Mary’s Walk.

Deputy Town Clerk and Business 
Enterprise Manager Mickey Caira said: 
“The percentage of vacant commercial 
units in Hailsham currently falls below the 
current regional and national avera4ges, 
which is excellent news for Hailsham. 
Hailsham is the place to be and there 
has been a marked improvement in 
the number of empty shops in the town 
centre which has fallen considerably 
since last year.”
 
Town Mayor Councillor Nigel Coltman 
said he is delighted to see Hailsham’s 
business activity strengthening and 
expects to see continual improvement 
in the future: “The Town Council and 
Hailsham Forward have key priorities 
to work with local businesses to deliver 
plans to help address the issue of empty 
shops further and work towards a 100% 
occupancy rate for retail and business 
units.”
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New Website Set Up for Street Market
Hailsham Town Council has launched 
www.hailshamstreetmarket.org, a website 
devoted to providing information on the 
Hailsham Street Market which takes place 
every Saturday in Vicarage Field from 9am 
to 3.30pm, as well as special and seasonal 
market events, including the summer and 
Christmas markets.

The new website provides information on 
how to hire a stall and become a trader at 
the weekly street market, downloadable 
trader applications forms, updates on 
special market events and details about 
selected traders, their products available 
and how to contact them direct.

“This new website is a one-stop shop for 
information on the weekly street market 
and it is great news that Hailsham Street 
Market now has its own dedicated online 
home,” said Deputy Town Clerk & Business 
Enterprise Manager Mickey Caira.

“The website will also allow people to 
engage with the traders themselves and 

their businesses directly. Information on 
additional market traders will be posted on 
the website soon.” 

The Town Council agreed in April 2018 to 
take over the management and day-to-day 
running of the street market from Hailsham 
Forward, allowing the partnership to focus 
on the delivery of other town revitalisation 
projects.

For further information on Hailsham Street 
Market, including trader enquiries, call 
01323 841702 or email christian.letschka@
hailsham-tc.gov.uk
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FULL TOWN COUNCIL
Meetings start at 7.30pm 
• Wednesday 21 November
• Wednesday 30 January

FINANCE, BUDGET & RESOURCES 
COMMITTEE 
Meetings start at 7.30pm 
• Wednesday 31 October 
• Wednesday 19 December
• Wednesday 9 January
• Wednesday 23 January

STRATEGIC PROJECTS COMMITTEE
Meetings start at 7.30pm
• Wednesday 12 December

STRATEGY COMMITTEE
Meetings start at 7.00pm
• Monday 21 January

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING COMMITTEE
Meeting dates to be determined as required.

Forthcoming Meetings
COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE
Meetings start at 6.00pm
• Monday 5 November 
• Monday 3 December
• Monday 14 January
• Monday 4 February

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Meetings start at 7.00pm
• Tuesday 30 October 
• Tuesday 20 November
• Tuesday 11 December
• Tuesday 8 January
• Tuesday 29 January

All meetings are held in 
the Fleur de Lys Meeting 
Room/Council Chamber 
and are open to the 
press and public, unless 
otherwise stated.


