Your Neighbourhood Plan: Further Progress
Now comfortably into 2018, the next steps towards the
production of a Neighbourhood Development Plan for
Hailsham come ever closer to fruition.
A lot has happened since the launch of the Neighbourhood Planning
Committee in 2015 including our various public consultations and
engagement events for residents, which enabled you to have
your say on what sort of homes should be provided in and around
the Hailsham area in the future, taking into consideration
local environment and sustainability, design, traffic and
transport, economy, services and facilities.

The Neighbourhood Plan
has identified specific
projects for the Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
contributions that residents
particpated in identifying
and are included in our
draft plan.

Thanks to everyone who attended our public consultation
event held at the Civic Community Hall in November and
drop-in information session at the Quintins Centre in
January. At both events, residents were able to find out
more about the Draft Plan and discuss specific issues
with Neighbourhood Planning representatives.
The opinions and findings of everyone who takes part in our
consultations will be
put into the mix and,
through such public
engagement exercises,
residents have been
given a real opportunity
to help influence the way
in which Hailsham is
developed in the future.
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Your Neighbourhood Plan: continued...
WHO HAS PREPARED
THE PLAN? The Hailsham
Neighbourhood Plan has
been led by the Town Council
and has involved significant
consultation with local residents
and businesses over the last
three years.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
All comments received will be
reviewed and any changes
made to the Plan. It will then
go to Wealden District Council
who will consult on the Plan
and appoint an independent
examiner to review it. If the
examiner is happy that the Plan
has followed due process, a
referendum will take place.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
SUPPORT SO FAR!
We have already received lots
of feedback from residents in
terms of important infrastructure
requirements and issues to
support future housing growth in
Hailsham. The Neighbourhood
Plan document will soon be
finalised – and with your views
taken on board.

For more information on the Hailsham Neighbourhood Plan’s
progress and latest announcements visit:
www.hailshamneighbourhoodplan.co.uk

New Home for Hailsham’s Community Radio Station
A building formerly occupied by the Hailsham Works! youth employment training scheme has
been brought back to life after Hailsham Town Council agreed to lease it to a well-known
community organisation.
Hailsham FM has taken over part of the Cortlandt stable block building in North Street, after
spending several months looking for a new home.
Hailsham FM has been in existence for over 4 years now, currently on air live from 4pm to 11pm Monday to
Friday and all day Saturday and Sunday – online via their website or via TuneIn!.
Town Clerk John Harrison commented: “Hailsham FM has done a fantastic job within the local community since
its launch and I’m pleased that we are able to accommodate
them, so they can continue their important work in the future.”
“The Cortlandt stable building in North Street is not being
used so this makes perfect sense for the radio station to be
based there. Hailsham FM is at the heart of the community
and the Town Council looks forward to developing its
relationship with the station and engaging even further with
the wider community itself through this medium.”
To get in touch with Hailsham FM and find out more about
becoming a volunteer call their office line on 01323 886449,
send a text on 07376 750950 or email info@HailshamFM.uk. Alternatively, you can receive updates via social
media: Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/HailshamFM) / Twitter (@HailshamFM).

www.hailsham-tc.gov.uk

TOWN COUNCIL SETS BUDGET AND
VOTES TO SAVE LOCAL POST OFFICE
Hailsham Town Council
has set its budget for the
next financial year (April
2018 to March 2019)
and agreed a precept
of £1,012,703. This
means that council tax
for a Band D property
in Hailsham will be
£138.55, an increase of
£12.02 per household
per year.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW…
Council taxpayers should
be aware that only a small
percentage of the council tax
demand goes to Hailsham
Town Council - the remaining
percentage goes to Wealden
District Council, East Sussex
County Council, the Police
Authority and the Fire Service
for the services they provide.

In making the recommendations for the budget, the Town Council aims to provide continuing security for
essential services for residents and visitors alike with value for money improvements where possible.
The Town Council has taken some proactive decisions and has been faced with increasing costs for the
services it maintains, including the town’s street lights, cemetery, parks and open spaces, allotments and
play areas.
During the debate which took place at the meeting of Full Council on Wednesday 24th January, members
voiced an intention to protect the local Post Office, and town councillors have agreed in principle to allocate
funds for the operational costs of the Post Office in the coming year’s budget, should their application to take
over the franchise be successful.
Furthermore, the Town Council has agreed to allocate around £23,000 of capital funds for the gradual and
phased replacement of street lamps across the town with newer, brighter and low-cost LED bulbs over the
coming two to three years.
Locally, the Town Council is committed to
supporting community-based initiatives
including Environment Hailsham and
grants to voluntary organisations, and
throughout the next 12 months, will
continue to work hard and drive forward
initiatives to promote the town as a key
location to live, work and visit, helping to
boost the local economy.

How the Councils Budget is covered:
Band D rate (Per year)
x Tax base of Band D households
PRECEPT AMOUNT
Plus Council Tax Support Grant
Total Money Received from WDC

£138.55
£7309.30
£1,012,704.00
£29,699.00
£1,042,403.00

If you require any further information on the Town Council budget for 2018/19
please contact John Harrison (Town Clerk) on 01323 84170
or by email: john.harrison@hailsham-tc.gov.uk.

OUR BUDGET…
“Our
budget
for
the
forthcoming financial year has
been carefully reviewed and
we are looking to continue to
make improvements across
the board. The Town Council
has a responsibility to ensure
that local services are retained
and supported.”
“Aside from the need to
factor into next year’s budget
the costs needed for the
replacement of outdated street
lamps, the potential takeover
of the local Post Office
franchise from Piper’s News
and other notable expenses,

the increase in the precept
comes as the Town Council
raises concerns over the
impact of legislation resulting
from the gradual devolution
of services from county and
district authorities to town and
parish councils.”
“We have experienced a yearby-year reduction in the grant
given by Wealden District
Council and it seems almost
certain that the Council Tax
Support Grant will be reduced
by 15% year on year until it
is no longer available. All this
coupled with rising costs and
an urgent need to sustain and
further develop growth in the
community.”

Cllr Chriss Triandafyllou
Chairman, Finance, Budget,
Resources & Staffing
Committee

Hailsham Town Council Responsibilities • Street Lighting • Public Open Spaces &
Common Land • Recreation Grounds & Playing Fields • Allotments • Children’s Play
Areas • Cemeteries & Burial Grounds • Square Youth Café & Youth Advisory Services.
For all enquiries relating to the above listed responsibilities, please contact Hailsham
Town Council on 01323 841702 where a member of staff will be happy to advise you.

www.hailsham-tc.gov.uk

“Staff are available to offer career advice, interview skills, information on how to write good CVs
and covering letters, as well as how to fill out application forms and complete applications online.
We are running these informal and relaxed drop-in sessions for young people who are looking to
improve their employability or have wider questions about what careers or jobs are available to
them now and in the future.”
Nina Santi, Deputy Youth Project Coordinator

www.hailsham-tc.gov.uk

Hailsham Community Award: Final Call for Nominations
given their Award at the Annual
Town Meeting being held at
the Hailsham Civic Community
Hall on Wednesday 25th April.

Do you know someone
working for the benefit of
the Hailsham community
or who has committed
an outstanding act of
community service? Why
not show your appreciation
and nominate them for the
Hailsham Community Award?
Hailsham Town Council
is calling on the people
across town to put forward
nominations for the award
and want you to provide
information on someone in the
community who has provided
an outstanding service to

the people of Hailsham or
selflessness worthy of public
recognition.
For more details or a copy
of the nomination form,
please visit reception at
the Town Council offices in
Market Street. Alternatively,
phone 01323 841702, email
enquiries@hailsham-tc.gov.
uk or download a form from
our website: www.hailsham-tc.
gov.uk.
The deadline for applications
is 4pm on Wednesday 28th
February The recipient will be

Town Mayor Councillor Nigel
Coltman said: “This award is a
fantastic way to commend and
celebrate all those individuals
who selflessly work to help
others in the community.”
“Such individuals are the sort
of people who, often quietly,
make their contribution within
the town and benefiting others
and it’s important that we
pay tribute to them for their
achievements and the role
they play in helping to make
our town a great place to live,
learn and work.”

Residents Encouraged To Join Local Sports Clubs In 2018
Town
councillors
have
launched an initiative to
encourage Hailsham residents
to take advantage of the
many recreational and sports
opportunities offered within the
town.
“Participate in local sports, stay
active and share your sporting
interests,” said Councillor
Stella Van der Geyten, who
is one of the councillors
encouraging residents to
maintain an active and healthy
lifestyle and get involved in a
specific sport by joining one of
the many clubs which operate
locally.

supporting the local sports
community at the same time.”
“Many of Hailsham’s sports
clubs offer sessions for
complete beginners as well as
more experienced participants,
and will look after all ages and
abilities. Therefore, you don’t
have to be experienced in a
particular sport to get involved
and become a member.”
“It’s also a great opportunity
to share existing coaching
or volunteering skills for the

“Hailsham has a thriving sports
community and is home to
numerous clubs and groups
suitable for people of all ages,
each offering different ways
to become more active and
engage in activities with family
members, friends, neighbours
and
co-workers,
whilst

www.hailsham-tc.gov.uk

benefit of others and to make
new friends, within a sporting
environment.”
Details of sports clubs in
Hailsham and surrounding
villages including membership
enquiries
and
contact
information are available on
the Town Council website:
www.hailsham-tc.gov.uk/
community-residents/clubs
and on the Hailsham Active
website
www.hailshamactive.com

Universal Credit Now Live in Hailsham
Universal Credit is a monthly
payment for people on a low
income, whether in or out of
work.
It replaces 6 means-tested
benefits (benefits you get if
your income and savings are
below a certain level): Incomebased Jobseeker’s Allowance;
Working Tax Credit; Child
Tax Credit; Income-related
Employment and Support
Allowance; Income Support
and importantly Housing
Benefit.
Those already on any of the
above benefits will remain on
them until notified by the DWP
or their circumstances change.
Ann Kates, manager at
Hailsham CAB, said: “Transfer

on to the new system has
not been straightforward for
everyone. Universal credit
is paid monthly rather than
weekly or fortnightly and
includes housing costs so
the change can pose a real
budgeting challenge for those
already on a low income. You
will face a wait of at least 5
weeks for the first payment,
and in our experience this can
be significantly longer. If you
won’t have enough money
to live on while you wait, you
can ask for an advance - the
Universal Credit helpline is free
- 0800 328 9344”

BN27 3DN between 9.30 and
3pm (not Tuesdays),call the
CAB ADVICELINE
03444 111444 or email them
at www.eastsussexcab.co.uk
There is a factsheet available at
www.wealdencitizensadvice.
org.uk

It’s important to seek help early
if you are not clear what to do.
You can drop into Hailsham
CAB at Southern View,
Western Road, Hailsham

You can also call the
Welfare benefits helpline
0333 344 0681 or email
benefitseastsussex@harcuk.
com

www.hailsham-tc.gov.uk

Councillor Contact Details
SOUTH & WEST WARD
Trevor Burns
Sharon Cottingham
Richard Grocock
Mary Laxton
Amanda O’Rawe
Steve Potts
John Puttick
Craig Tasane
Chriss Triandafyllou
Alex Willis

Conservative
Independent
Conservative
Independent
Conservative
Conservative
Independent
Liberal Democrat
Conservative
Conservative

CENTRAL & NORTH WARD
Bridget Beckett
Frank Berry
Nicholas Collinson
Nigel Coltman
Paul Holbrook
Glenn Moore
Mark Pinkney

EAST WARD

Gavin Blake-Coggins
Alexa Clarke
Graham Moore

Conservative
Liberal Democrat
Conservative
Conservative
Liberal Democrat
Conservative
Conservative

01323 442615
01323 843880
01323 846040
01323 841925
01323 841978
01323 888013
01323 442615

Liberal Democrat
Liberal Democrat
Liberal Democrat

01323 848713
07725 027613
01323 841702

UPPER HORSEBRIDGE WARD
Charlotte Collinson-O’Toole
Grant de Jongh
Barbara Holbrook
Stella Van Der Geyten

01323 841702
01323 845792
01323 842931
07723 444209
07525 351580
01323 841702
07762 502362
07503 594302
01323 442956
01323 841702

Conservative
Conservative
Liberal Democrat
Conservative

07834 785748
01323 365463
01323 841978
01323 841702

Postal addresses of councillors are available at The Town Council offices or via www.hailsham-tc.gov.uk

If you would like a text only / large font version of this newsletter please phone
01323 841702 or send a request via email to terry.hall@hailsham-tc.gov.uk

New Allotment Plots Allocated in Hailsham
Around 20 plots have been
allocated
to
Hailsham
residents at the Town Council’s
new allotment site in Harold
Avenue.
Plans for the new allotment
site were given the thumbs up
by the Town Council several
years ago, resulting from an
offer by developer Redrow
Homes of an allotment site
within their development for
128 dwellings on the land east
of Battle Road.
The new allotment site
contains 23 small plots.
Tenants began taking up
these plots in September and

the majority of new plots have
already been allocated to
people who were already on
the waiting list.

to grow their own selection of
fruit and vegetables whilst
serving as a highly rewarding
pastime in the process.”

Councillor Richard Grocock,
chairman of the Strategic
Projects Committee, said: “The
Town Council is committed
to providing allotment plots to
all residents who wish to rent
one and the opening of the
new plots in Harold Avenue
should help reduce the Town
Council’s allotment tenancy
waiting list.”

At present, the Town Council
manages 96 plots on three
sites in Hailsham: Battle Road
(59 plots), Station Road/
Common Pond (14 plots) and
Harold Avenue (23 plots).

“We recognise the vital role
allotment gardening plays in
the local community, for people

To request being added to the
allotment rental waiting list,
please contact Karen Giddings
(Environment & Planning
Officer) on 01323 841702
or email karen.giddings@
hailsham-tc.gov.uk.

Forthcoming Meetings
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
At the Hailsham Civic
Community Hall. Meeting
starts at 7.30pm, Information
& exhibition from 6.30-7.30pm
• Wednesday 25 April

FULL TOWN COUNCIL
Meetings start at 7.30pm
• Wednesday 28 March
• Wednesday 23 May
(Annual Meeting)

STRATEGIC PROJECTS
COMMITTEE
Meetings start at 7.30pm
• Wednesday 21 February
• Wednesday 18 April

Designed &
Printed by

NEIGHBOURHOOD
PLANNING COMMITTEE
Meetings start at 7.00pm
• Thursday 22 February
• Thursday 22 March
• Thursday 12 April
• Thursday 10 May

COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE
Meetings start at 6.00pm
• Tuesday 5 March
• Tuesday 9 April
• Tuesday 14 May

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE
Meetings start at 6.30pm
• Tuesday 20 February
• Tuesday 13 March
• Tuesday 3 April
• Tuesday 24 April
• Tuesday 15 May

[All meetings are held in the
Fleur de Lys Meeting Room and
are open to the press and public,
unless otherwise stated.]

FINANCE, BUDGET &
RESOURCES COMMITTEE
Meetings start at 7.30pm
• Wednesday 9 May

01323 449658
www.footprint.uk.net

