HAILSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN OF a meeting of the HAILSHAM TOWN COUNCIL to be held
in the Civic Community Hall, Vicarage Lane, Hailsham on
Wednesday, 26th September 2018 at 7.30 p.m.
1.

PUBLIC FORUM: A period of not more than 15 minutes will be assigned for the
purpose of permitting members of the Public to address the Council, or ask
questions on matters relevant to responsibilities of this Council, at the discretion of
the Chairman.

2.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: To receive apologies for absence of council
members

3.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: To receive declarations of disclosable pecuniary
interests and any personal and prejudicial interest in respect of items on this
agenda.

4.

CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE
To receive a verbal update from the Chairman of Hailsham Town Council

5.

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
To resolve that the Minutes of the Hailsham Town Council Annual Meeting held on
18th July 2018 and may be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the
Chairman.

6.

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL
To consider the following recommendations made by committees, which are outside
of their terms of reference or otherwise were resolved as recommendations to full
council:

6.1

Communities Committee 29/08/2018
Christmas Lighting Contract
(Costed Plan – to be dealt with as separate agenda item)

7.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN COMMITTEE

7.1

To receive an update regarding the Hailsham Neighbourhood Plan

7.2

To approve the Neighbourhood Plan Committee’s delegated authority up to the next
Town Council meeting

8.

WEALDEN DISTRICT COUNCIL LOCAL PLAN RESPONSE
To consider the draft response to the Wealden Local Plan on behalf of Hailsham
Town Council.

9.

PLAN FOR FESTIVITIES AND EVENTS
To discuss the Communities Committee’s costed plan for forthcoming Festivities and
Events for the next year and agree or amend the programme and budget

10.

ACCESS FOR ALL SUB-COMMITTEE
To consider the formation of an ‘Access for All’ Sub-Committee

11.

REMSHALDEN
To consider a letter received from the council of Remshalden

12.

COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP
To agree amendments to the council’s committee membership.

13.

GRASS CUTTING SCHEDULE FOR 2019-2020
To consider a report from East Sussex County Council regarding the urban grass
cutting schedule for 2019-2020

14.

CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS
To resolve that due to the special and confidential nature of the business about to be
transacted, and possible disclosure of personal or legal information not in the public
interest at the present time, items 15 and 16 of this agenda be transacted following
the temporary exclusion of members of the Public and Press, in accordance with the
Council's Standing Orders No. 1E:
The reason for exclusion are: ‘terms of tenders, and proposals, and counterproposals in negotiations for contracts’ and ‘engagement, terms of service, conduct
ad dismissal of employees’.
Following agenda item 15 and 16 the meeting will no longer be under confidential
business (unless resolved otherwise)

15.

HAILSHAM POST OFFICE
To receive an update on the situation regarding Hailsham Post Office

16.

CEMETERY STAFF
To consider the situation regarding the staffing of Hailsham Cemetery

JOHN HARRISON
Town Clerk
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Report to

Hailsham Town Council

Date

26/09/2018

By

WDC LP Response Sub-Committee (Cllrs F. Berry, M. Laxton
and Glenn Moore)

Title of Report

Wealden District Council Local Plan Response

Purpose
To consider the draft response to the Wealden Local Plan on behalf of Hailsham Town Council.
Background
Minutes from HTC meeting 18/07/2018 (Ref HTC/1/18/150)
Wealden District Council Local Plan
The Chairman referred members to the officer’s report circulated with the agenda.
Once the Wealden Local Plan as approved by Wealden District Council is published, there will be a
consultation period, therefore, Hailsham Town Council needed to determine its approach in
responding to this consultation.
Councillor S. Van der Geyten proposed a sub group be formed to consider a response to the Wealden
Local Plan.
Councillor M. Laxton advised that the Neighbouring Plan Committee composed a response to the
original plan and she asked if the basis of that response could be used in the current response.
RESOLVED that:
i)

a Sub Group is appointed from the Neighbourhood Plan Committee and the Planning
Committee, to form a response to Wealden District Council’s Local Plan. The Sub Group
to consist of Councillors M. Laxton, Glenn Moore and F. Berry.

The Sub Group’s response to be taken to Full Council for approval
Wealden Local Plan Consultation (text from website)
www.wealden.gov.uk/Wealden/Residents/Planning_and_Building_Control/Planning_Policy/W
ealden_Local_Plan/Wealden_Local_Plan_Consultation_(Regulation_19).aspx
Wealden District Council is preparing its Proposed Submission Wealden Local Plan for receipt of
representations between Monday 13 August 2018 and 5pm on Monday 8 October 2018.
Representations can be made on our Consultation Portal.
The Wealden Local Plan sets out planning policies for growth and change within Wealden District
(excluding the area of the District which is within the South Downs National Park) up until 2028.
After consideration of all representations received the Council intends to submit the document to the
Secretary of State for examination later in 2018.
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You can view the Proposed Submission Wealden Local Plan and associated documents below or at
a number of venues across the District.
When submitting comments we encourage respondents to respond to the consultation questions on
either the Consultation Portal or submitting a Representation Form. In order to assist the process, it
is requested that consideration is given to any submission to ensure that they are relevant and to the
point. If a long submission cannot be avoided, please provide a summary of the main points to be
addressed.
Before submitting your comments we would strongly encourage you to read our Guidance Notes
and
Wealden Local Plan FAQs.
Please note: We cannot accept anonymous representations and comments must relate to the
content of the Plan, the evidence base and/or the consideration of soundness or legal compliance.
Any comments which do not relate to these issues will not be processed and you may be requested
to reconsider your submission to concentrate on the Plan, evidence base and / or matters of
soundness and legal compliance. This will assist the examination process and ultimately the
Planning Inspector.

DRAFT Hailsham Town Council’s Response to the Wealden Draft Local Plan
Consultation. (13 August – 8 October 2018)
The following document is an outline of the areas of Town Council proposals that require
to be addressed, and both the feasibility and affordability demonstrated, before HTC can fully
support the plan.
We insist W DC front-load the infrastructure to ensure that future development will not
cause further detriment to the existing residents of Hailsham. This was originally supposed to
have been addressed by the HAAP meetings but appears not to have been.
Education
We have concerns over the budgets and lack of CIL contributions indicated in the plan to
actually meet the needs of the future provision of education. ESCC’s own data shows a huge
deficit in early years provision, this year there are 120 places short of the need. This will
only increase when Government funded hours double.
There must be an objectively based increase in privately run nurseries or childminders to
meet current and future demands. The Higher Education (HE)/Further Education (FE)
College has made little progress and to date there has been little or no evidence to progress
the site provision.
Hailsham requires provision of a special needs school on a suitable fully accessible site. Reef
way will not meet equality impact assessment goals.
Translating housing numbers and population statistics into recommended infrastructure,
whilst tentative, gives some idea of the development which will be needed.
Extrapolating the existing
data for the additional homes, another secondary school will be required.
Major issues the town faces:
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•
Recruitment and retention of teachers; a problem not solved by affordable housing
for teachers.
•
ESCC’s admissions process causes huge transport issues as families travel across town
to go to chosen schools/nurseries; not solved by walking, bus routes or cycle routes.
•
ESCC cuts; to avoid further deterioration of existing schools and pupil learning, a
greater emphasis has to be given from Wealden to funding and building schools to avoid
undue pressure on existing schools.
•
In larger schools (2+ entry form schools) are yet to be provided despite numerous
assurances.
Medical Services
In the WLP there is no health assessment of Hailsham. This is unacceptable given the
proposed increase in homes that should only be proportional to our current provision of
National Health Service (NHS) services deliverable today.
Current figures show 14% of older residents are income deprived. 1
16 % of children come from households of low income.2
Poverty is on the rise 21% of children in Hailsham attract a pupil premium for social and
emotional needs3. There is a substantial increase in the usage of Food Bank users and
Voluntary Support organisations facilities to Hailsham residents
The health of our town is poor with obesity, smoking and alcohol consumption and of
utmost concern are the rising mental health issues that affect about 2,000 Residents4. In
addition to this the health provision is widely accepted as inadequate for the Hailsham area.
All current GP practices are operating at full capacity. Three surgeries are no longer accepting
new patients.
Vaccinations for Herd Immunity are well below acceptable levels and the risks of the
programme of delivery need addressing urgently.
WLP needs to provide now within the infrastructure:
•
The proposed Medical Centre planned for Reef Way will not provide a sustainable
location due to the limitations of Reef Way.
•
Build a rehabilitation residential centre in order to free up bed blocking at DGH., even
now more imperative due to closure of some current local facilities.

1

East Sussex joint Strategic Needs and Assets Assessment; Income deprivation affecting older people index (IDAOPI)
represented as a percentage from the ID2015 (http://www.eastsussexjsna.org.uk)
2 East Sussex Joint Strategic Needs and Assets Assessment; percentage of children aged under 16 living in low income
families as at 31 August 2014. (http://www.eastsussexjsna.org.uk)
3

East Sussex Joint Strategic Needs and Assets Assessment; percentage of pupils receiving the pupil premium, resident
based , January 2017. (http://www.eastsussexjsna.org.uk)
4

East Sussex, Joint Strategic Needs and Assets Assessment; Eastbourne, Hailsham and Seaford CCG - GP Practice and
Locality Profiles 2018 http://www.eastsussexjsna.org.uk/menuoflocaldata/NHSprofiles/EHSCCG
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•
Community Provision of Day Care for our aged population in an appropriate location
with good access to town centre facilities.
•
Homes suitable for an aging population to include bungalows, flats, assisted housing
and purpose-built retirement village(s) proportional to the local need and to be fully adaptable
to changing needs. A CLT will be essential in assisting provision of these requirements.
•
Be visionary about the use of community buildings to incorporate a range of NHS
services i.e. health visitors, play specialists, disability groups and day clubs.
East Hertfordshire, as a component of its appraisal, commissioned a separate Health
Impact Assessment along with its proposed development plan. WDC continues to fail to
identify the impact on health of the preferred option and the increasing urbanisation in the
district.
The Nuffield Trust survey indicates 6.8 doctors for every 10,000 people5 (exceptionally low by
comparison to European Union countries). Even if the Local Plan is limited to a doubling
in population a further 13 doctors are needed. As current vacancies cannot be filled, it
seems optimistic to believe that further requirements will be met.
WDC must undertake a rigorous health assessment as a priority in order to deliver the plan
which serves the current and proposed populations.

Road Transport
It is imperative for the future survival and the ability to sustain a vibrant town that an
effective plan for traffic movement and parking is implemented prior to any future major
developments being granted.
The following is a list of critical pinch points •

Ersham Road/South Road/Diplocks Way Junction;

•

Battle Road/High Street junction;

•

Western Road / South Road junction;

•

Hempstead Lane to A22
We require a statement within the Draft Plan that the A27 is a ‘show stopper.’
It is accepted that a complete review of car parking will be needed for the town due to the
pressure that already exists. A provision of schemes such as park and ride and a multistory carpark is essential to ensure future development is sustainable.
It is essential for the success of any transport management plan that WDC decriminalise
parking infringements. This will provide effective traffic management. As a landowner of parking
facilities, HTC is happy to work with WDC to improve car parking in Hailsham.
Public Transport

5

Nuffield Trust: GP numbers relative to UK populations. (www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/chart/gp-numbers-relative-to-ukpopulation)
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Hailsham will require an innovative public transport service to work around the restrictions
on the road network currently.
The provision of new development sites must ensure that there is unfettered access for
emergency services and local public transport services. New developments must include
separate cycle and pedestrian paths that ensure connectivity to existing and future
developments
Economic Plan and Employment
HTC is sceptical over the methodology behind the employment opportunities suggested
to be created as part of the plan. There is a need to attract skilled labour,‘hi tech’ and
professional employment to enable a more cohesive and affluent society.
There is a conflict between sustainable development and travel, accessibility to
jobs and communications.
Tourism
HTC notes that there is no overarching policy for tourism in the draft plan. Hailsham needs
‘large scale tourist attractions’ and both commercial and public facilities. There needs to be
provision of land/sites for these purposes.
Sport and Leisure
There is evidential demand for a range of recreational facilities to make provision for all
sectors of our community. Such facilities as an all -weather surface and inter-connected
cycle/pedestrian ways.
Land allocation for sport and leisure is not specified in the WLP and must be identified
appropriately, and adequately to ensure sports at all levels can be accommodated. There is
currently a deficiency of 10+ Hectares for Hailsham parish.
Design and Layout
Adoption of the draft Hailsham Neighbourhood Plan will provide appropriate guidance.
Planning aspects such as density levels, materials used, communal space and styles of
buildings will need to demonstrate compliance with the provisions of the Hailsham
Neighbourhood Plan.
Environment
The closest sensitive habitat is the Pevensey Levels (Site of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI)), RAMSAR, and Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and The Habitats Regulations
already makes reference to the significant effect of the Core Strategy with respect to
Biodiversity, drainage and the failing water-bodies, and this plan proposes further
development.
It would appear that delivering sustainable development to the extent proposed would
have significant effects on trying to enhance the environment, improving the biodiversity,
minimising the waste and pollution and lowering the Carbon economy; criteria upon which
the environmental role so heavily relies. The Local Plan should ensure that there is an
appropriate buffer between future development and the Pevensey Levels site.
Additionally, the policy needs to protect ancient woodland ecosystems.
5
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With the proposed growth of Hailsham there is an obvious need for air quality monitoring.
Waste water would appear to be a major stumbling block to this plan and its preferred
options. Therefore, as the waste water provider states that new technology able to
handle this size of building provision will not be in place until 2022.
NO new large-scale building should be considered until at least this date or until the
technology is in place, tested and proven, whichever is the later date.
The whole area suffers from a high-level ground water table that makes adequate provision
for surface water drainage difficult and will exacerbate flooding both in the immediate area
and the wider areas of Alfriston (in the case of the Cuckmere catchment) and Eastbourne (in
the case of Levels).
Utilities and Services
All service providers must be encouraged to contribute to the consultation process
Broadband and mobile phone masts are of primary concern as there is known pressure
on these services already.
Social Equity and Social Impact
The allocation of social and affordable housing within the plan needs a full assessment based
on the current provision within the town and surrounding area.
Notwithstanding the limitations on development incurred due to the Habitats Directive
Hailsham is still proposed to take the bulk of new development within Wealden which will
have a fundamental impact on our social and health wellbeing.
Police fire and ambulance services will require significant service provision alterations.
Hailsham is already the busiest retained fire station in the District.
HTC recommends relocation of all emergency services to a more accessible site with
adequate access to surrounding areas. HTC recommends this site should be allocated for a
mixed use of retail, parking & improved one-way access for adjoining roads and flatted
housing which incorporates social housing.

Summary
This council is of the view that all of the provisions should be met in order to provide a
sustainable all- inclusive and a desirable location for inhabitants and visitors.
The traffic issues must be addressed as a matter of urgency to address the leakage of town
users to other destinations outside of Wealden.
This response document has been drafted by
Hailsham Town Council; Wealden Local Plan Consultation Response Working Group
(Councillors Frank Berry, Mary Laxton and Glenn Moore; 12/09/2018)
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Subject to approval – Hailsham Town Council (full council meeting) 26/09/2018
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Appendix One – previous response made by Hailsham Town Council to WDC Local Plan
Consultation; December 2015
HAILSHAM TOWN COUNCIL’S RESPONSE TO THE WEALDEN LOCAL PLAN CONSULTATION
Hailsham Town Council (HTC) is willing to work constructively with all stakeholders on its preferred option for
testing as outlined in the Wealden District Council (WDC) Local Plan - Wealden Local Plan (WLP). However,
HTC feels that a number of questions are posed, rather than answered, in the draft plan and clear answers
would be sought before a formal acceptance of the key ‘sustainability’ issue of the draft plan can be agreed.
The following document is an outline of the areas of concern that will need to be addressed exhaustively,
evidenced correctly, and both the feasibility and affordability demonstrated before HTC can be convinced to
fully support the plan.
Should the required infrastructure feasibility, funding (i.e. Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) contributions)
and affordability results come up short then the housing numbers should come up proportionately short.
We welcome WDC front-loading infrastructure to ensure no further detriment to the existing residents of
Hailsham. However, we would seek further assurances over the scheduling and co-ordination of the revolving
infrastructure fund with the other key stakeholders e.g. East Sussex County Council (ESCC), Clinical
Commissioning Group (CCG), etc.

Education
We have concerns over the budgets and lack of CIL contributions indicated in the plan to actually meet the
needs of the future provision of education. ESCC’s own data shows a huge deficit in early years provision, this
year there are 120 places short of the need. This will only increase when Government funded hours double.
There are little signs of any increase in privately run nurseries or childminders due to the financial challenges
of running such a business. With no ESCC owned land available, school provision will be developer led. HTC
must have direct input into the Area Action Plan (AAP) to identify the future growth of schools. The Higher
Education (HE)/Further Education (FE) College has made little progress as students prefer the courses provided
by neighbouring Eastbourne colleges. Therefore there is merit to look to the future of broader FE services in
Hailsham. We also feel that there has been no consideration for a special needs school and would like this
reviewed with some urgency. HTC will actively support and encourage the use of our community
spaces/buildings for a range of family activities and care services.
Translating housing numbers and population statistics into recommended infrastructure, whilst tentative,
gives some idea of the development which will be needed. Data from Department for Education (DfE) show
there are 23,727 pupils and 22 Primary School in East Sussex (1080pupils/school). 9,380 more households even
at an optimistic projection of one child per represent nine more primary schools needed. The projections
from ESCC clearly indicate a growth rate of significant proportion in school population (11-16), which with new
development, will become ever larger. www.gov.uk states there are 26,902 students in East Sussex in 26
secondary schools (1,200 in Hailsham Community College). Extrapolating the data for the additional homes,
another secondary school will be required.
Major issues the town faces:


Recruitment and retention of teachers; a problem not solved by affordable housing for teachers.



ESCC’s admissions process causes huge transport issues as families travel across town to go to chosen
schools/nurseries; not solved by walking, bus routes or cycle routes.
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ESCC cuts; to avoid further deterioration of existing schools and pupil learning, a greater emphasis has
to be given from Wealden to funding and building schools to avoid undue pressure on existing schools.



In larger schools (2+ entry form schools) before and after school provision is unable to be met; as you
increase the working population this becomes a key issue.

Medical Services
In the WLP there is no health assessment of Hailsham.
This is unacceptable given the proposed increase in homes that should only be proportional to our current
provision of National Health Service (NHS) services deliverable today.
Current figures show 14% of older residents are income deprived.
16 % of children come from households of low income.
Poverty is on the rise 21% of children in Hailsham attract a pupil premium for social and emotional needs.
The health of our town is poor with obesity, smoking and alcohol consumption and of utmost concern are the
rising mental health issues that affect about 2,000 Residents. In addition to this the health provision is widely
accepted as inadequate for the Hailsham area due to the downgrade of the District General Hospital (DGH).
Vaccinations for Herd Immunity are well below acceptable levels and the risks of the programme of delivery
need addressing urgently.
WLP needs to provide now within the infrastructure:


A community Hospital will be a requirement due to downgraded services at the DGH



Build a rehabilitation residential centre in order to free up bed blocking at DGH.



Community Provision of Day Care for our aged population. Residential homes are required along with
specialist dementia places.



Home suitable for retirement including bungalows, flats, assisted housing and purpose built retirement
village(s) proportional to the local need.



Be visionary about the use of community buildings to incorporate a range of NHS services i.e. health
visitors, play specialists, disability groups and day clubs.



Pursue with vigour the promised polyclinic.

East Hertfordshire, as a component of its appraisal, commissioned a separate Health Impact Assessment along
with its proposed development plan. WDC fails to identify the impact on health of the preferred option and
the increasing urbanisation in the south of the district.
The Nuffield Trust survey indicates 6.8 doctors for every 10,000 people (exceptionally low by comparison to
European Union countries). Even if the Local Plan is limited to a doubling in population a further 13 doctors
are needed. As current vacancies cannot be filled, it seems optimistic to believe that further requirements
9
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will be met. Towns with a population of 40,000+ all have a hospital, but the WLP fails to mention hospitals
and hospital doctors. Equally four dentists per 10,000 people (Health and Social Care Indicators from
www.gov.uk) would mean 12 more dentists would be needed.
Issues include:


The ability of health services to meet the needs of growing populations is a national concern,
particularly with regards to the number of General Practitioners (GPs) being trained and impact upon
primary health care provision to meet the needs of local communities.



There is a need for capital and revenue funding support in order to provide new facilities.



Where significant growth is proposed in an area which is currently served by a branch surgery, issues
may arise in relation to primary care provision. Areas of concern at present are Uckfield, Heathfield,
Mayfield and Horam in the north.



The pace of development will present problems with provision. For each additional 2,000 people an
extra GP may be required. There are a number of GPs in the area close to retirement and recruitment
may be a problem.



Additional workforce issues in relation to nursing staff and support staff.



GPs are independent practices. Whilst CCG’s work with GP practices, the CCG cannot require them to
expand to meet new demands. This could leave the CCG with problems where there are significant
numbers of people requiring treatment.



Ensure sufficient land is allocated for the demand and that there is strategic infrastructure provision
for educational, health or recreational provision to support this plan that has been identified through
the Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) and supported by other feasibility and need studies.



A health assessment should be commissioned in order to deliver the plan.

Road Transport
The Movement & Access Strategy for Hailsham and Hellingly (MASHH) project has identified many aspects of
road transport issues in and around Hailsham already:


Ersham Road/South Road/Diplocks Way Junction;



Battle Road/High Street junction;



Western Road / South Road junction;



Hempstead Lane to Leap Cross road upgrade (including roundabout.)

A full study of the impact on the existing and new town areas will need to be commissioned, and should be a
priority for the AAP to investigate at its earliest convenience.
We welcome the statement from WDC that the A27 is a ‘show stopper.’
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The requirement that development is predicated on the delivery of improvements to the A22 and A27 is not
an argument that merits consideration within the current views of the Department of Transport (DoT) - A27
Upgrade.
It is accepted that a complete review of car parking will be needed for the town due to the pressure that
already exists. HTC supports the WDC policy of free parking, however accepts that the provision of schemes
such as park and ride or multi-story parking could carry some cost.

Public Transport
Hailsham will require an innovative public transport service to work around the restrictions on the road
network currently.
The goal should be direct & fast links to an upgraded Polegate Parkway station that serves Hailsham.
The proposals for the ‘Quality Bus Corridor’ at a cost of £10M+ will in the face of the scale of the development,
be largely redundant before the project even sees the light of day. Thus this should be halted immediately,
the funding available ring-fenced, and a new plan be brought forward that can actually deliver the public
transport need for the next 20- 30 + years. Buses can only travel as fast as the slowest vehicle in their way and
a bus corridor would not address the ‘pinch points’ already in the town.

Conservation Area
There are concerns over the Conservation Area proposals for High Street and these need further consideration
and discussion before a final position can be submitted.

Economic Plan and Employment
HTC is sceptical over the methodology behind the employment opportunities suggested to be created as part
of the plan. There is a need to attract skilled labour, ‘hi tech’ and professional employment to enable a more
cohesive and affluent society.
There is a concern that the growth forecast for Wealden is suggested as 67% faster than Lewes and Rother to
2025, 126% faster than Eastbourne and 210% than Hastings. There are no reasons put forward to support or
explain the large difference in scale of these figures, which given their magnitude must raise serious concern
regarding their veracity.
An analysis of the options produces uncomfortable conclusions, there is very little recent history of
manufacturing or business, so raising the profile and dependence on retail and rural economics becomes more
important.
Here there is the conflict between sustainable development and travel, accessibility to jobs and
communications. There are options which have opposite proposals and are contradictory. Option 40 for
example, uses the idea of resisting provision (subsection1) and yet supporting it (subsection 3.)
As a more general criticism there are laudable aims, but no plans, objectives or actions as to how they might
be achieved and certainly no predictions about potential outcomes and figure. However the proposed
developments are within the countryside, do not promote sustainable development and do not reduce
ambient particulate matter. The issue of increased carbon emissions is repeatedly quoted as problematic in
this section: encouraging movement in tourism, converting rural buildings (Tables 45, 46, 48, 49, 50.)
The proposed equestrian options and conversion of rural buildings will not yield the number of opportunities
desired, but even if they do accessibility will be a key issue.
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It is a fact that rural wages tend to be lower than the average, so demand on social and affordable housing will
increase as a result of this proposal. The Local Plan acknowledges in its agricultural and rural commercial
activity sections that there would be less conversion of existing buildings and more large scale expensive
dwellings.
In ‘A critique of the Strategic Housing Market Assessment’ the economic growth of Wealden is challenged at a
number of levels: the use of data, the conclusions and relationships and future projections. The arguments
will not be rehearsed here other than to reinforce the validity of the interpretations about the economy and
employment.

Tourism
HTC seeks further clarification of the vision and deliverability of the ‘large scale tourist attraction’ along with
substance and method of attracting such private sector funding in the area. Furthermore there appears to be
no allocation for the land that would be required.
A survey should be conducted of the proposed tourism site to compare data to supply and determine if the
advantages cited are realistic and contribute to the economy as suggested

Sport and Leisure
There is evidential demand for a large multi sports facility and, in particular. team sports facilities, including
astro turf pitches, indoor sports halls and specialist sports.
Land allocation for sport and leisure is not specified in the WLP at all and must be identified appropriately, and
adequately to ensure sports at all levels can be accommodated.

Design and Layout
Rigid adoption of a newly ‘beefed up’ design guide would need to be agreed ensuring the mistakes of years
gone by with poor quality housing built in too close proximity to each other are not made again – real substance
to the words from WDC will need to be given.
Planning aspects such as density levels, materials used, communal space and styles of buildings should be
closely attended to in this document and enforced.
The proposed ‘extension’ to the town centre will need to be sympathetic to the existing town in order to avoid
an ‘old town’ vs ‘new town’ divide in terms of trader appeal and shopper experience.
Close attention should also be made towards ensuring that land allocation is appropriate, with schools, medical
and community facilities in the right places for the residents.

Social Infrastructure
There is a need to construct a new plan to address the burials situation. The proposal to build approximately
4000 new houses to the south side of Hailsham and approximately 5400 in the parish of Arlington, with future
planning applications for infill of one off or small developments of more houses in the next 6 years as an addon to the proposed housing projection.
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The existing cemetery has approximately 1200 spaces remaining. Therefore, there is a need for negotiations
with developers or land owners to procure land for an extension to the cemetery in line with the projected
future expansion of Hailsham.
A Working Party/Committee to investigate the infrastructure needed to meet the requirements as indicated:


Expansion of the Cemetery;



Existing and future projected burial requirements;

•

New cremation interment area;

•

Construction of a new road giving funeral corteges better access to the interment site;

•

Modernisation of the chapel.

•

Co-operation from the funeral directors to be included in the plan;

•

Consider the overall layout, if any is required to accommodate different religions;

•

Possibility of a Crematorium – reasoning that Hailsham could accommodate other parishes i.e.,
Berwick, Ripe, Willingdon, Polegate, Stone Cross, Chalvington, Chiddingly, Magham Down and
Herstmonceux or within a given radius of Hailsham;



Closer liaison with Hellingly.



Five new Community Halls with full disabled facilities.

Environment
An Environmental Impact Assessment is needed to study the impact of the options before any further plans
are discussed.
The environment forms one of the core roles of sustainable development, and offers a number of dimensions
for potential delivery. We analyse our issues against this framework.
Data from the National Traffic Survey (NTS) (2012) and the DoT (2015) conclude that 2.6 trips/day/person are
made with 68% of people using personal transport to travel to work.
The Office for National Statistics (ONS) adds that the South East has the highest car ownership, number of
vehicles (double the next area) and accidents (2014).
Given the lack of rail infrastructure and paucity of public transport these figures are likely to remain at least
stable (as they have since 2007). East Sussex County Council (Focus 2012) states that traffic is the main
contributor to air quality. The 97% increase in housing for the area (9,500 houses) will have significant and
fundamental effects on: congestion (ONS) public health (BMI: The Public Health Problem which won’t go away
2015) accidents and road infrastructure. A reasonable optimistic estimate would be an additional 50,000
journeys. We also question the capacity of our local road network to sustain a 97% growth in housing numbers.
It would seem to us that this element will not minimize the pollution or reduce the carbon economy, which
are prerequisites of sustainable transport; rather particulates, greenhouse gases and air pollutants are likely
to rise. Given the demography of the locality we have population groups which would be inherently more
sensitive to this ambient matter with associated public health concerns.
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Additionally this will be compounded by the necessity to travel to use social, educational and health
infrastructure.
A significant criterion of the delivery structure emphasises the protection of the Green Belt. Strategic Sites
Development Plan (SDA3 2012) identifies 87.5% of north Hailsham to be Greenfields and adds that there would
be a change in Hydrology (as well as the coalescing of villages) if this area was used for housing development.
It is, in fact, a significant strategic area for building. The other site examined was east Hailsham (SDA2 2012)
where Wealden District Council listed all the objections including traffic increases, the sensitivity of landscape
and the local hydrology. This is also a flood risk which impermeable surfaces will exacerbate.
The proposed development area lies between three environmentally sensitive locations (Ashdown Forest,
Pevensey Levels and South Downs) and as a result the housing is concentrated into a relatively small area. The
desire to protect the sensitive sites is laudable, and would give rise to very little opposition. However, as a
result this reduces the amount of land available for building. The housing allocation for Wealden does not take
this into account and so there has to be a compromise.
There can be no concession when it comes to protecting these sites, and so the assessed housing need needs
to be reviewed.
If the policy is agreed there will be an increase in housing and population density and erosion of existing
landscapes. There would be the loss of ecosystems and habitats, the destruction of traditional field patterns,
be visually damaging, conflict with the character of existing structures and loss of amenity space. These will
cause deterioration in the natural environment.
The closest sensitive habitat is the Pevensey Levels (Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)), RAMSAR, and
Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and The Habitats Regulations already makes reference to the significant
effect of the Core Strategy with respect to Biodiversity, drainage and the failing water-bodies, and this plan
proposes further development. Wealden outlines in its Biodiversity Paper (2011), the contribution of further
developments to loss of biodiversity, the loss of ancient woodland and the fragmentation and deterioration of
habitats. In a further paper (2013) Wealden also cites the need for more amenity space, a deficit in provision
of leisure space, accessibility and Planning Policy Guidance (PPG) 17 condemns development in East (SHH2)
and North (SSH5) Hailsham.
It would appear that delivering sustainable development to the extent proposed would have significant effects
on trying to enhance the environment, improving the biodiversity, minimising the waste and pollution and
lowering the Carbon economy; criteria upon which the environmental role so heavily relies.
Additionally the policy needs to protect ancient woodland ecosystems.
Waste water would appear to be a major stumbling block to this plan and its preferred options. Therefore, as
the waste water provider states that new technology able to handle this size of building provision will not be
in place until 2022 NO new large scale building should be considered until at least this date or until the
technology is in place, tested and proven, whichever is the later date.
The whole area suffers from a high ground water table that makes adequate provision for surface water
drainage difficult and will exacerbate flooding both in the immediate area and the wider areas of Alfriston (in
the case of the Cuckmere catchment) and Eastbourne (in the case of Levels).

Utilities and Services
All service providers must be encouraged to contribute to the consultation process and AAP
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Broadband and mobile phone masts are of primary concern as there is known pressure on these services
already.

Social Equity and Social Impact
The allocation of social and affordable housing within the plan needs a full assessment based on the current
provision within the town and surrounding area.
The settlement hierarchy has inconsistencies and need to be reviewed.
Police fire and ambulance services will require significant service provision alterations. Hailsham is already the
busiest retained fire station in the district .

Infrastructure Finance
There are many concerns over the financing of the infrastructure that will be required to deliver the plan and
significant effort will be required to ensure the funding becomes available and a process of transparent
reporting and open accounting occurs throughout.
A realistic assessment of the cost of infrastructure and the chances of government grants to meet the shortfall
will be required.

Summary
This council is of the view that all of the provisions should be met in order to handle this scale of housing. Any
reduction in the infrastructure provision for Hailsham MUST MEAN a proportional reduction in housing
provision over the period of the plan.
This document was written by the Hailsham Town Council Neighbourhood Plan Sub-Committee with delegated
authority to respond on behalf of the Town Council.
Members:
Councillors:

N S Collinson
Ms C. Collinson-O’Toole
Mrs S Cottingham
P Holbrook
Mrs. M Laxton
G. Moore
J Puttick
P Soane
C. Triandafyllou

Ex Officio:
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Ms V Browne
S Cross
Mrs H Deehan

Proposed Submission Wealden Local Plan
Publication Stage (Regulation 19)
Representation Form
Please read the accompanying ‘ Guidance Notes for Respondents’ before completing this
form.
Where possible, the Council would prefer that you submit your response online at
http://wealden.objective.co.uk/portal/ or by following the links from the Council's website
http://www.wealden.gov.uk/.
The period for representations runs from 9am on Monday 13th August until 5pm on
Monday 8th October 2018. Representations received after 5pm on Monday 8th October
2018 cannot be accepted.
Please return completed forms to Planning Policy, Wealden District Council, Vicarage
Lane, Hailsham. BN27 2AX or by email to ldf@wealden.gov.uk.
Please note that all comments will be made available for the public to read and therefore cannot
be treated as confidential.
Part A - Personal Details
Agent Details
(if making a representation on
behalf of a client)

Personal Details
Title
First Name
Last Name
Job Title
(where relevant)
Organisation
(where relevant)

Address

Post Code
Telephone
Number
Email Address
Office use only
Date received:

Rep ID:

Consultee ID:

Agent ID:

Proposed Submission Wealden Local Plan
Publication Stage (Regulation 19)
Representation Form
Part B – Representation (Please use a separate sheet for each representation)
When the Wealden Local Plan is examined it will be tested for:
1.

Legal compliance – That it has been produced in accordance with
Government Regulations. This includes the Duty to Cooperate.

2.

Soundness – That the content is positively prepared, justified, effective and
consistent with national policy
•
•

If you wish to comment on the way Wealden District Council has
prepared the Wealden Local Plan, it is likely that your comments or
objections will relate to a matter of legal compliance.
If you wish to make a representation on the actual content of the plan, it is
likely that your comments or objections will relate to a matter of
soundness.

Further information on the test of soundness and legal compliance is provided in our
accompanying ‘Guidance Note for Respondents’

Q1. To which part of the Wealden Local Plan does this representation relate?
(Please use a separate form for each separate Chapter/Policy/Paragraph/Figure or Table you
wish to make a representation on).
Chapter:

Paragraph Number:

Policy Number:

Figure/Table Number:

Q2(a). Do you consider the Wealden Local Plan to be Legally Compliant?
Yes

Please go to Question 3(a)

No

Please go to Question 2(b)

Q2(b). If you answered No to Question 2a please give details of why you consider the
Wealden Local Plan is not legally complaint

Continue on a separate sheet if necessary. Mark any additional pages with your name or organisation

Office use only
Date received:

Rep ID:

Consultee ID:

Agent ID:

Proposed Submission Wealden Local Plan
Publication Stage (Regulation 19)
Representation Form
Q3(a). Do you consider the Wealden Local Plan to be sound?
Yes

Please go to Question 4

No

Please go to Question 3(b)

Q3(b). If you answered No to Question 3a. Do you consider the Wealden Local Plan
to be unsound because it is not (Please mark all you think apply)
a)

Positively prepared

b)

Justified

c)

Effective

d)

Consistent with National Policy

e)

Other (please specify)

Q4.
Please set out what change(s) you consider necessary to make the Wealden
Local Plan legally compliant or sound, having regard to your previous comments
regarding legal compliance and soundness.
(You will need to say why you believe this suggested change will make the Wealden Local plan
legally compliant or sound. It will be helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested revised
wording of any policy or text).

Continue on a separate sheet if necessary. Mark any additional pages with your name or organisation

Please note your representation should cover all of the information, evidence and supporting
information necessary to support/justify the representation and the suggested change. After this
stage, further submissions will be only at the request of the Inspector, based on the matters and
issues he/she identifies for examination.
Office use only
Date received:

Rep ID:

Consultee ID:

Agent ID:

Proposed Submission Wealden Local Plan
Publication Stage (Regulation 19)
Representation Form
Q5(a). If your representation is seeking any change to the Wealden Local Plan, do you
consider it necessary to participate at the oral part of the examination to help explain the
need for the change proposed?
No, I do not wish to participate at the oral examination

Please go to Question 6

Yes, I wish to participate at the oral examination

Please go to Question 5(b)

Q5(b). If you wish to participate at the oral part of the examination, please outline
why you consider this to be necessary.

Continue on a separate sheet if necessary. Mark any additional pages with your name or organisation

Please note the Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to hear those who
have indicated that they wish to participate at the oral part of the examination.
Q6. Finally, do you wish to be notified of any of the following? Please mark all that
apply. We will contact you using the details you have given at the beginning of this form.
a) The Wealden Local Plan has been submitted for independent examination
b) The Inspector’s Report is published
c) Wealden District Council adopts the Wealden Local Plan
General Data Protection Regulation 2016 and Data Protection Act 2018.
Representations cannot be treated in confidence by law and copies of all representations will be
made publicly available. The Council will also provide names and associated representations on
its website but will not publish personal information such as telephone numbers, emails or
private addresses. By submitting your views on the document you confirm that you agree to this
and accept responsibility for your comments.
Signature:

Date:
(If submitting electronically please print name)

If you need further information or assistance, please contact the Planning Policy Team by e-mail
at ldf@wealden.gov.uk or by telephone on 01892 602008.
If you, or somebody you know, would like the information contained in this document in large
print, Braille, audio tape/CD or in another language please contact Wealden District Council on
01323 443322 or info@wealden.gov.uk.
Office use only
Date received:

Rep ID:

Consultee ID:

Agent ID:

EQUALITY MONITORING
We want to be sure that we treat everyone who uses our
services equally. Answers to the following questions will tell
us more about our customers. Any information you give will
be treated in the strictest confidence and will be used only to
help us to improve our services. You do not have to fill this in
but it will help us if you do.
Ethnic background (choose the sections from (a) to (f) that apply, then tick the appropriate box to
indicate your ethnic background).
(a) White

(b) Mixed

(c) Asian or Asian British

British

White and Black
Caribbean

Indian

White and Black African

Bangladeshi

Irish

Pakistani

White and Asian
Other White please
say which

Other Mixed please say
which

Other Asian please say
which

(d) Black or Black
British

(e) Chinese or other
ethnic group

(f) Traveller

Caribbean

Chinese

Irish

Any other ethnic group
please say which

Any other Traveller
please say which

Gypsy/Romany

African
Other Black please
say which

Gender
Age

Male

Female

Trans-gender

15 and under

16-19

20-29

50-59

60-69

70-79

Marital status

Single

Married

Widowed

Divorced

Religion or belief

Trans-sexual
30-39

40-49
80 and over

Civil Partnership
Partner or Co-habiting

Christian (all denominations)
Muslim

Buddhism
Sexual orientation

Judaism/Jewish
Other

Sikhism

No religion or belief

Heterosexual
Bisexual

Hinduism

Lesbian or gay
Prefer not to say

Do you consider yourself to be disabled?

Yes

No

(The Disability Discrimination Act defines a disabled person as someone who has a physical or
mental impairment that has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on his or her ability to
carry out normal day-to-day activities).
Physical impairment

Communication or speech impairment

Hearing impairment

Visual impairment

Long-term illness or health condition

Mental Health

Learning disability/difficulty
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Report to:

Hailsham Town Council

Date:

26th September 2018

By:

Karen Giddings

Title of Report:

PLAN FOR FESTIVITIES AND EVENTS

Purpose:

To discuss the Communities Committee’s costed plan for forthcoming Festivities
and Events for the next year and agree or amend the programme and budget
Background:
Communities Committee Meeting: 29/08/2018 (Minute Ref CC/18/2/50)
Costed Plan
Members discussed the proposed costed plan. Members were advised that the current
budget is £15,000 but there would also be further funds available to carry over.
Councillor M. Laxton suggested that any posters/flyers for events could be sent to the
PTA’s of the local schools and that social media could be used more.
K. Giddings advised that Hailsham Active had requested a sum of £300 to cover their
sponsorship of the Hailsham Lions Day and it was agreed to add this to the costed plan,
taking the total amount requested to £15,825.00
RESOLVED to recommend to Council to approve the proposed costed plan for the
community events in 2019 with an additional £300.00 to be allocated to Hailsham
Active for their sponsorship of Hailsham Lions Fun Day
£15,825 to be taken from the Festivities Budget
£4,500 to be taken from the Revitalisation Fund

Costed Plan for Festivities and Events for 2019-2020
Celebrate Hailsham Day / Sussex Day
It is proposed to organise another celebratory event in June 2019, either a “Celebrate
Hailsham Day” or “Sussex Day” which is held on June 16th.
All shops will be
encouraged to get involved and offer discounts and/or special promotions on the day.
A sensory tent and two bands are also proposed to be booked.
The sensory tent has proved very popular in recent years and this year it is proposed to
extend this with a multi-sensory, interactive show (suitable for children both
neurotypical and those with special needs - and their families). And two performances
of 'Chicken Circus' which is based on a children's story. The cost is £395 + travel
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The event will be held from 9.00 am to 3.30 pm on Vicarage Field.
Bunting will be placed along the High Street from early June to end of September.
It is proposed to extend the bunting this year to St Mary’s Walk subject to the
permission of the owner of St Mary’s Walk.
Most of the bunting can be re-used from this year, but some spare bunting needs to be
ordered plus extra bunting for St Mary’s Walk.
June market 2019
advertising /promotion
st john ambulance
2 live bands
/entertainment
Other entertainment, e.g.
morris dances, balloon
modelling
Sensory tent
TENS
TOTAL

2500
180
650

400
450
25
£4205

Bunting
Bunting
Put up and take
down of bunting
TOTAL

160
350
£510

Summer Market
On Saturday 28th July 2018 the Town Council organised a summer market with a
number of local stalls, Hailsham FM, Cornish Pasty and Coffee van, Indian food stall,
ice cream van and refreshments by the Kings Head Public House in South Road,
Hailsham
A seating area was provided to allow visitors to the market to have some food and
drink and listen to the live bands.
A similar event is proposed for Saturday July 27th 2019 with hog roast/Cornish pasties,
The Kings Head Public House, a seating area and two live bands.
The event will be held from 9.00 am to 3.30 pm on Vicarage Field.
Summer event July 27th 2019
st john ambulance
2no. live bands/entertainment
advertising / promotion
TENS
TOTAL

180
650
2000
25
£2855
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Hailsham Lions Fun Day
The Town Council again sponsored £1000 to the Hailsham Lions for their Fun Day on
Sunday 22nd July 2018, held on Western Road Recreation Ground. The Lions have
reported the event was a success, they wish to hold the same event next year and
have requested that the Town Council sponsor them again
The Lions have requested the Town Council sponsor £1000 towards the event in July
2019, which will again be held on Western Road Recreation Ground. The breakdown
for the Hailsham Lions expenses for the Fun Day are below:
Punch and Judy
Toilets
Sensory tent
Hailsham FM
Pavilion teas
BBQ
General
TOTAL

150
163
210
250
210
123
101
£1207.00

Hailsham Active are also involved in the organisation of the Fun Day event and have
requested sponsorship of £300 to cover for the costs for St John Ambulance and for
advertising
Total for Lions: £1000
Total for Hailsham Active: £300

Christmas Events
Market
The Christmas market this year will be held on Saturday December 15th, with local
stalls, the Rotary’s Father Christmas, face painting, carol singing, a live band, roasted
chestnuts, hog roast and mulled wine. The event will be held from 9.00 am -3.00 pm
It is proposed again to offer a free stall to market traders to encourage them to
participate. A deposit will be taken from traders and then returned to them at the end
of the event
It is proposed to organise the same type of event for 2019
Christmas Light Switch on
The Christmas light switch on this year will be held on Friday 23rd November. The
Rotary’s Father Christmas will be in attendance, along with Hailsham FM, the Lions
selling candy floss, and carol singing from Hailsham Community College and
Grovelands School pupils.
It is proposed to organise the same type of event for 2019.
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Christmas switch on/late
night shopping event
Sweets for father christmas
Advertising / promotion
TOTAL
Christmas market
St Johns ambulance
Live band / entertainment
santa gifts
Other entertainment e.g.
balloon modelling
xmas trees
Advertising / promotion
TENS
TOTAL

50
2000
2050
180
400
500
100
1500
2000
25
£4705

General Markets
It is proposed to hold some additional entertainment at some of our weekly street
markets. As in 2018, it is proposed to request £4500 from the Revitalisation fund, for
the following:
£1,000 contingency fund for any pitch loss adjustment
£1,500 for entertainment booked at a further 4 of the street markets (separate to the
summer and Christmas events)
£2,000 for advertising and promotion of the events
£4500
Total Funds Required

£7060
£510
£1000
£300
£2050
£4705
£200
TOTAL

2 summer events
bunting
Lions - Fun Day
Hailsham Active – Fun Day
Christmas light switch on
Christmas market
contingency
£15,825 from Festivities Budget

PLUS £4500 from the Revitalisation Fund
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Report to

Hailsham Town Council

Date

26/09/2018

By

John Harrison, Town Clerk

Title of Report

Access for All Sub-Committee

Purpose
To consider the formation of an Access for All Sub-Committee
Suggested Terms of reference for ‘Access for All’ Sub-Committee:
Title:
Access For All
Purpose:
This committee is appointed to make recommendations to the council’s Strategy Committee on
issues regarding access and inclusivity with regard to council services and more generally to
consider these issues within the parish.
The Committee is responsible for working in partnership with other organisations, members of the
town council or other town council committees or sub-committees to achieve these objectives.
Membership:
The total/maximum number of seats allocated to the committee is five members of the Town
Council plus other external members as may be appointed.
Quorum:
Shall be half of appointed members or the closest majority to that number
Frequency of Meetings:
The Committee will be scheduled to meet every ten weeks in order to make recommendations to
the Council’s Strategy Committee, or more or less frequently if deemed necessary.
The sub-committee may meet during office hours and will not necessarily meet on the same day
and time, depending on member availability.
Lifespan of the Sub-Committee
The Sub-Committee is appointed as an ongoing committee and will be subject to re-appointment at
each Annual meeting of the Town Council (in May each year)
Membership eligibility:
Open to all members of the town council, as formally appointed at the Annual Meeting of Council or
subsequently at other meetings of the council
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The members may be any member of Hailsham Town Council. Its members do not necessarily
have to be members of the Strategy Committee,
The Chair of the committee shall either be determined at its appointment (by full council or by the
Strategy Committee) or at the first meeting of the sub-committee in any municipal year
The Committee may appoint non-council members of the committee, subject to this being a
recommendation to the Strategy Committee and thus to the Council. Non-Council members of the
sub-committee may have voting rights if so approved by StC/HTC
Other members may be co-opted from other organisations, or guests invited for specific purposes,
if and when appropriate.
The sub-committee will be run according to the town council’s standing orders with regard to rules
of debate, voting and election of chair.
Remit
1. The Sub-Committee is formed with the specific remit of reviewing issues regarding access and
inclusivity in relation to council services. Ensuring Hailsham Town Council is kept up to date and
compliant with the Equality Impact Process
2. The Sub-Committee may also explore means of Supporting local businesses, services and
other stakeholders in developing a more accessible and inclusive community
3. The Sub-Committee is expected to make recommendations to the Strategy Committee as an
outcome of its reviews and considerations.
The remit of the Strategy Committee is to write or amend and to periodically review the town
council’s strategic plan. Therefore recommendations made to it by the sub-committee will be in
the forms of amendments to the Strategic Plan. The Strategy Committee has no delegated
authority and therefore any such recommendations will follow as recommendations to full
council.
4. The Sub-Committee must be mindful of the legal and financial restrictions on its
recommendations at all times.
5. Exclusions
This committee has no delegated authority to make decisions on any of the areas above, but is
responsible for making recommendations to the Strategy Committee.
The committee is not responsible for making recommendations to StC for any aspect of council
services or projects that fall under the remit of other council committees or sub-committees
although, where there is overlap, it may make recommendations while being mindful of the
potential to effect other committees (for example, amendments to town council assets that may
require consultation with the Strategic Projects Committee and recommendations for future
budget expenditure that will need to be fed into the Finance, Budget, Resources and Staffing
Committee).
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HAILSHAM TOWN COUNCIL
MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES, SUB-COMMITTEES and WORKING
GROUPS 2018-2019
(AS AT 19.07.2018)
Allocation of seats per group/individual

Difference

Seats Occupied

No. of seats
(five
Committees with
nine members
each)

% of council

No. of Cllrs

Group

Conservative
Lib Dems
M. Laxton (Ind)
J. Puttick (Ind)

15
7
1
1

62.5%
29.17%
4.17%
4.17%

28
13
2
2

29
12
2
2

1
-1
0
0

Total

24

100%

45

0

0

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Planning & Development Committee
Cllr Paul Holbrook
Cllr Graham Moore
Cllr Craig Tasane
Mark Pinkney
Glenn Moore (Vice-Chair)
Bridget Beckett
Amanda O'Rawe
John Puttick (Chair)
Grant De Jongh
Substitutes
Mary Laxton
Cllr Frank Berry
Cllr Gavin Blake-Coggins
Cllr Mrs Barbara Holbrook
Nick Collinson
Alex Willis
Nigel Coltman
Mary Laxton
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Finance, Budget, Resources & Staffing Committee
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Mary Laxton
Barbara Holbrook
Paul Holbrook
Chriss Triandafyllou (Chair)
Richard Grocock
Steve Potts
Grant De Jongh
Nigel Coltman
Amanda O’Rawe (Vice-Chair)
Substitutes
Craig Tasane
Bridget Beckett
Stella Van Der Geyten
Nick Collinson

Strategic Projects Committee
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Frank Berry
Craig Tasane
Paul Holbrook
Richard Grocock (Vice-Chair)
Stella Van Der Geyten (Chair)
Bridget Beckett
Nigel Coltman
Steve Potts
Sharon Cottingham
Substitutes
Gavin Blake-Coggins
Barbara Holbrook
Graham Moore
Chriss Triandafyllou
Mark Pinkney
Amanda O'Rawe
Nick Collinson
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1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
1
2
3

Communities Committee
Gavin Blake-Coggins
Alexa Clarke (Chair)
Steve Potts
Chriss Triandafyllou (Vice-Chair)
Nigel Coltman
Alex Willis
Richard Grocock
Trevor Burns
Sharon Cottingham
Substitutes
Barbara Holbrook
Craig Tasane
Bridget Beckett
Charlotte Collinson-O'Toole

Neighbourhood Planning Committee
Mary Laxton (Vice-Chair)
Barbara Holbrook
Paul Holbrook
Frank Berry
Glenn Moore (Chair)
Nigel Coltman
Nick Collinson
Charlotte Collinson-O'Toole
John Puttick
Substitutes
Graham Moore
Gavin Blake-Coggins
Alexa Clarke
Alex Willis
Richard Grocock
Grant De Jongh

Lay members
Kelvin Hinton
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Welbury Farm (James West Centre) Sub-Committee
Paul Holbrook
Stella Van Der Geyten
Richard Grocock
Substitutes
Amanda O’Rawe
Gavin Blake-Coggins

1
2
3
1
2
3

Community Land Trust Sub-Committee
Frank Berry
Paul Holbrook
Mary Laxton
Glenn Moore
Amanda O’Rawe

1
2
3
4
5

5. REPRESENTATION ON EXTERNAL BODIES


Wealden District Association of Local Councils: Chair and Vice Chair of Council



Hailsham Active: Chair or Vice Chair of Communities Committee (to be agreed
when elected)



Movement and Access Strategy for Hailsham and Hellingly (‘MASHH’) Steering
Group: Nigel Coltman (Chair of Council) and Frank Berry



Hailsham Forward Executive: Gavin Blake-Coggins and Chriss Triandafyllou



Cuckmere Community Bus Stakeholder’s Group: Frank Berry



Environment Hailsham Board: John Puttick



Wealden and District Citizen’s Advice Bureau Board: Stella Van der Geyten



Union Corner Hall: Bridgett Beckett and Barbara Holbrook



Allotment Society: Frank Berry and Paul Holbrook
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Report to

Hailsham Town Council

Date

26/09/2018

By

John Harrison, Town Clerk

Title of Report

Grass Cutting Schedule for 2019-2020

Purpose
To consider a report form East Sussex County Council regarding the urban grass
cutting schedule for 2019-2020.
Background
Email received Friday 21/09/2018.
Dear Hailsham Town Council
I am writing in relation to the grass cutting service in Hailsham for 2019/2020, and the
service changes implemented at the Full Council meeting on 6 February 2018.
For the 2018/2019 grass cutting Hailsham Town Council took the decision to pay for
an additional cut at the value of £2729. I am writing to inform you that this option is no
longer feasible for the following reasons;
Firstly there are no environmental advantages to cutting the grass three times a year,
as it does not allow any wildflowers to develop or wildlife to create habitats within the
verge and secondly by having a difference in the amount of grass cuts for individual
Parishes it makes challenging for our sub contractors to schedule the grass cutting
across the County. Therefore to be fair to all Parishes, we will no longer be offering
this option.
We do appreciate that this will disappointing for the Town Council – however there are
alternative options available;


For your Council to pay for four additional urban grass cuts to enhance the
service provided by the County Council. To enable us to provide a service of
six cuts this would cost Hailsham Town Council in the region of £10916 per
annum.



A financial contribution to Hailsham Town Council to carry out the two urban
grass cuts based on current ESCC contract rates which will be in the region of
£5458 per annum. This can be provided to the community as a basis to
commission and employ your own grass cutting services using a local
contractor.

The final option also available is to not go with either of the above and East Sussex
Highways will carry out two cuts per season, managing the urban grass for safety
reasons only.
I would be grateful if you would indicate which option you would wish to pursue
by 19 October 2018 at the latest.

1

Hailsham Town Council 26/09/2018
Agenda Item 13 – Grass Cutting Schedule for 2019-2020

If we have not heard by this date we will have to proceed on the basis that Hailsham
will be receiving two urban cuts only.
In the meantime, if you require any further information please contact myself the
Highways Contracts Management team on
contracts.managementgroup@eastsussex.gov.uk or by telephone on 01323 464991.
Kind Regards
Service Development Manager
Communities, Economy & Transport
Previous Resolutions
HTC 18.07.2018 (Minute Ref HTC/1/18/134)

Grass Cutting Savings
Members were asked to further consider the issues regarding grass cutting savings in
Hailsham following the reduction in annual cuts by East Sussex County Council.
Councillor Mrs Laxton proposed the following motion:
I propose that the members of this council reconsider its collective stance on the
ESCC grass cutting contract.
Since the practicality of only two cuts a year is now very evident around our town and
community making it look unkempt and unsightly. I propose that we take back full
responsibility for this service.
Finances previously ring-fenced for the post office could be used for a new grass
cutting contract.
The motion was seconded by Councillor Glenn Moore.
Much discussion ensued and the Town Clerk advised that the possibility of taking
back the responsibility for the grass cutting is not an option at the current time as the
grass cutting has already been agreed and allocated to contractors.
The two current options are:
i)

The Town Council to hire their own contractor to cut the grass and work
around the East Sussex Council contractors
ii) East Sussex Council are requested to organise their contractor to carry out
the work.
The Town Clerk stated that East Sussex Council have indicated they are not confident
their existing contractor will be able to fit in an additional cut, due to a high level of
work load.
Councillor M. Laxton and G. Moore agreed to withdraw the wording of the motion and
a second revised motion was proposed.
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RESOLVED that:
i)

A further cut is requested by East Sussex County Council for this season, the
cost for the extra cut to be taken from Historical Reserves

ii) The Town Council to negotiate the grass cutting contract with East Sussex
County Council for 2019 and all the information for proposals for next year’s
cut to be considered by the Strategic Projects Committee and referred to Full
Council
iii) To delegate the review of the wild flower meadows and verges to the
Strategic Projects Committee
This was the rescinding of a previous resolution within 6 months that required a two
thirds majority and was voted for unanimously
Further considerations:
1.

Administrative burden of HTC taking on the contract itself: Procurement of
contractor able to take on the grass cutting, management and checking of
contractor’s work, chasing up for responses, public enquiries regarding schedule
and quality of grass cutting etc.

2.

Wildflower Grass Verges:

Minutes from Strategic Projects Committee 08.08.2018
(Minute Ref SPC/18/2/29.1-29.4)
The Town Clerk updated members that the extra cut on the 20th August was due to be
undertaken.
Councillor Berry and N. Coltman advised that both the grass verge at Stoney Lane
and on the left-hand entrance to Marshfoot Lane had not been cut. The Town Clerk
advised he will inform East Sussex County Council of this.
The Town Clerk advised that a resident of Hailsham, Ms T. Fox, had sent in a survey
and offered some suggestions of areas that could be left as a wild flower meadow.
The Town Clerk reported the had met with James Newmarch of East Sussex County
Council Asset Management Team, alongside Councillor S. Van der Geyten and the
Deputy Town Clerk, to discuss where several wildflower verges can be located. A list
is required by the end of the year and members agreed to contact Ms T. Fox and
members of the public for their suggestions as well as Environment Hailsham
It was agreed to invite Ms Fox to attend a meeting to discuss the wildflower areas
further.
RESOLVED to liaise with Ms. T. Fox, members of the public, Environment Hailsham
and East Sussex County Council to organise a list of suggested areas that could be
left as wild flower meadows
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Grass Cutting Schedule – Two Cuts
These areas will receive a total of two cuts during the 2018 grass cutting season.
Please note these dates are subject to change depending on weather and scheduling of works.
Town

Estimated Duration

1st Cut
11/06/2018

2nd Cut
10/09/2018

Seaford

10 Days

Piddinghoe

1 Day

26/06/2018

24/09/2018

Wilmington

1 Day

29/06/2018

25/09/2018

Iford

1 Day

26/06/2018

26/09/2018

Plumpton

1 Day

02/07/2018

27/09/2018

Chailey

2 Day

02/07/2018

28/09/2018

Barcombe

1 Day

03/07/2018

02/10/2018

Ringmer

2 Day

27/06/2018

03/10/2018

Laughton

1 Day

06/07/2018

05/10/2018

Halland

1 Day

25/06/2018

08/10/2018

East Hoathly

1 Day

10/07/2018

09/10/2018

Ringles Cross

1 Day

18/06/2018

10/10/2018

Coopers Green

1 Day

18/06/2018

11/10/2018

Five Ash Down

1 Day

18/06/2018

12/10/2018

Uckfield

4 Days

16/07/2018

15/10/2018

Fletching

1 Day

16/07/2018

19/10/2018

Maresfield

2 Day

20/07/2018

22/10/2018

Fairwarp

1 Day

16/07/2018

24/10/2018

Nutley

1 Day

20/07/2018

25/10/2018

Danehill

1 Day

20/07/2018

26/10/2018

Withyham

1 Day

23/07/2018

29/10/2018

Blackham

1 Day

23/07/2018

30/10/2018

Groombridge

1 Day

23/07/2018

31/10/2018

Forest Row

2 Day

23/07/2018

01/11/2018

11/06/2018

04/09/2018 - Ongoing

Hastings

40 Days

Cross In Hand

1 Day

11/06/2018

03/09/2018

Heathfield

4 Days

12/06/2018

06/09/2018

Old Heathfield

1 Day

11/06/2018

14/09/2018

Broad Oak

1 Day

14/06/2018

14/09/2018

Punnetts Town

1 Day

14/06/2018

14/09/2018

Three Cups

1 Day

14/06/2018

14/09/2018

Ashburnham

1/2 Day

11/06/2018

18/09/2018

Buxted

1 Day

18/06/2018

21/09/2018

High Hurstwood

1/2 Day

18/06/2018

21/09/2018

Hadlow Down

1/2 Day

19/06/2018

21/09/2018

Blackboys

1 Day

22/06/2018

20/09/2018

Framfield

1 Day

22/06/2018

20/09/2018

Rotherfield

1 Day

21/06/2018

21/09/2018

Crowborough

8 Days

03/07/2018

24/09/2018

Jarvis Brook

1 Day

11/07/2018

04/10/2018

Mark Cross

1 Day

12/07/2018

05/10/2018

Hailsham

14 Days

16/07/2018

08/10/2018

Wartling

1 Day

16/07/2018

17/09/2018

Upper Dicker

1 Day

16/07/2018

29/10/2018
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