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Future development in Hailsham, housing, infrastructure, retail and business were 
among the many subjects discussed at a drop-in consultation event held at the 
Hailsham East Community Centre yesterday evening [9 February], at which over 
150 residents attended. 
 
The public consultation, organised by the Town Council’s Neighbourhood Planning 
Committee, enabled people to find out more about the progress of the Hailsham 
Neighbourhood Development Plan - including recent achievements - and explore 
how the Town Council and local residents can take it forward successfully.  
 
There were various display boards outlining the Committee’s objectives, as well 
as an interactive polling station at which residents were given the opportunity to 
submit their preferred key priorities regarding future housing development in 
Hailsham. 
 
Committee members and volunteers were on hand throughout the evening to 
answer questions from residents and there was a Kids’ Activity Station which 
included prizes.  
 
“Thank you to all local residents who attended our public consultation evening 
and to everyone who took part in our interactive exercises, which will give us the 
required feedback we need to take the Neighbourhood Plan forward to the next 
stage,” said Councillor Glenn Moore, chairman of the Neighbourhood Planning 
Committee. “We have listened to what you have said and the full results of this 
public consultation exercise will be collated, analysed and published in the near 
future.” 
 
Town Mayor Councillor Nigel Coltman commented: “The views from our 
community are critical to determine the level of infrastructure and services 
required to meet future housing growth in Hailsham.” 
 
“The Town Council’s Neighbourhood Plan is being produced for the benefit of local 
people and public consultation exercises such as last night’s interactive event was 
a real opportunity for residents to help influence the way in which Hailsham is 
developed.” 
 
Town Clerk John Harrison said: “We will continue to engage with residents on all 
levels by way of public consultation exercises such as this to raise awareness of 
the Neighbourhood Planning Committee’s progress, to gather local views and help 
establish local priorities for the future. We hope residents found yesterday’s drop-
in event useful and informative.” 
 
Wealden District Council’s timetable envisages submission of its draft plans to the 
Planning Inspectorate for Examination this summer. It is anticipated that the 
Neighbourhood Plan preparation process will be carried out in parallel to the draft 
Local Plan timescale. 
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For more information on the Hailsham Neighbourhood Plan visit the Town Council 
website: www.hailsham-tc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-planning/ 
 
<Ends> 
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