
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Town councillors have agreed to inject an additional £80,000 funding for the 
production of a Neighbourhood Plan for Hailsham to help shape the development 
and future growth of the town and local area. 
 
Hailsham Town Council agreed to the funding at its meeting held on Wednesday 
evening [30 March] and the Neighbourhood Planning Committee, which consists 
of local councillors and residents, will be working fast to move the project forward 
in the coming weeks. 
 
With the proposed construction of 9,380 new houses in Hailsham in the future, 
the Neighbourhood Plan will consider what sort of homes should be provided and 
the level of infrastructure required to support both new development and the 
existing community.  
 
In developing the Plan, which will be developed within the context of the Wealden 
Local Plan, national and local planning policies and requirements, the 
Neighbourhood Planning team will also take into consideration local environment 
and sustainability, design, traffic and transport, economy, services and facilities. 
 
Councillor Paul Soane, chairman of the Neighbourhood Planning Committee, 
welcomes the funds pledged by the Town Council which he states will help shape 
Hailsham for a stronger and more prosperous future. He said: “The £80,000 will 
ensure that, through significant engagement from the local community, the 
development of a Neighbourhood Plan for Hailsham comes into fruition.” 
 
“Our team will now engage and enthuse local residents to speak up and be part of 
the Neighbourhood Plan development. This is a major opportunity for all of us to 
shape the future of Hailsham’s development and the hope is to create a swell of 
support from the public.” 
 
Town Clerk John Harrison commented: “Hailsham has grown considerably in 
recent years and the Hailsham Neighbourhood Plan, once produced and ratified, 
will play an important role in the planning process, with policies which must be 
duly considered taken into account by law.” 
 
A series of public information and awareness-raising events are scheduled to take 
place in the near future, details of which will be announced on the Town Council 
website soon: www.hailsham-tc.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplan 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & CONSULTATION: 
 
The Neighbourhood Planning team has a duty to build strong and positive links 
with the community and, over the course of the next 12-18 months, will 
engage with residents on all levels by way of: 
 
 Public consultations and events to raise awareness of the team’s progress 
 Surveys (digital and paper) to gather local views and establish local priorities 
 Pop-up shops and a series of family engagement events 
 



<Ends> 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 HAILSHAM NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN MISSION: “To formulate and deliver a 

Neighbourhood Plan that reflects the views and visions of those living within the 
agreed parish boundaries. By statute, the Neighbourhood Planning facility will 
provide the community of Hailsham with a genuine opportunity to influence the 
shape of the town for the benefit of current and future generations……. The 
Neighbourhood Planning team must complete the Neighbourhood Plan at the 
same time as Wealden District Council’s Hailsham Area Action Plan (HAAP).” 

 It is proposed the new Wealden Local Plan will run from 2013–2037 and aims to 
provide 12,750 houses for the entire Wealden area over this 24-year period, in 
addition to what is already expected. This equates to 580 dwellings per annum 
from 2015 to 2037 and will include some 2,300 houses on behalf of Wealden's 
neighbouring authorities. 
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For all enquiries relating to this press release, contact: 
 
Terry Hall 
Communications/Public Information Officer 
Hailsham Town Council 
Inglenook 
Market Street 
Hailsham  
East Sussex, BN27 2AE 
 
Tel: (01323) 841702 | Email: terry.hall@hailsham-tc.gov.uk 


