
 HAILSHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
STRATEGIC PROJECTS COMMITTEE  

 

 

REPORT (Minutes) of the Strategic Projects Committee held at the Fleur de Lys Council 
Chambers, Market Street, Hailsham, on Wednesday 13th January 2016 at 7.30 pm. 
 
 

  
SPC/7/15/53 Prior to commencement of formal business, a period of not more than 15 minutes was 

assigned for the purpose of permitting members of the public to address the Committee or 
ask questions (on matters relevant to the responsibilities under direction of this Committee) 
at the invitation and discretion of the presiding Chairman.  
 
Councillor R. Grocock, Chairman of Environment Hailsham, addressed the Committee 
regarding item 7 on the agenda, Disabled Equipment at Town Council Playparks.  He 
stated that he is not opposed to the play equipment, but opposed to the placing of the 
equipment in the Sensory Garden, as this is not a suitable location. He reported that  
Environment Hailsham donate approximately 300 hours to making Hailsham a better place 
and the planting for the garden is resourced through Environment Hailsham funds.  He 
expressed concern that Environment Hailsham has not been consulted on the proposal to 
place sensory panels here. He advised that the Sensory Garden is waterlogged for 
approximately four months of the year and would not be accessible by buggy and the 
placing of the panels would mean the beds in the garden would have to be moved. R. 
Grocock asked whether the local residents have been consulted on the matter.  He 
expressed concern that the sensory panels were likely to be mis-used at night and would 
cause a disturbance for local residents.  Members were advised that the Sensory Garden 
is frequently vandalised; needles and drug packets are regularly found, the outside sign 
has graffiti on it and the fence is regularly damaged. The bird house and windmill have also 
been smashed; with insect hotels damaged and the water trough stop cock ripped out.  R. 
Grocock informed members that the garden is maintained entirely by Environment 
Hailsham volunteers and the placing of sensory panel equipment would result in the 
Council having to take over the responsibility of the maintenance of the garden.  Finally, he 
advised that the garden is regularly used by Grovelands School as an outside classroom, 
but access is not very good here and parking is also a problem.   
 
L. Pinkney from Environment Hailsham also addressed the Committee on the same matter.  
She suggested Taylor Wimpey be approached as to whether a disabled play equipment 
could be placed adjacent the new sports facility at Welbury Farm.  
 
J. Harrison replied that negotiations are still taking place with Taylor Wimpey and he is 
currently trying to organise a meeting with them.   
 
D. Harris of Environment Hailsham also spoke regarding his opposition to the sensory 
panels being placed in the garden.  He advised he is the Warden of the Sensory Garden 
and requested to know why Environment Hailsham was not consulted about the proposed 
panels.  He stated he was against the placing of play equipment here; stating that this 
proposal goes against what the area is intended for – a quiet place of reflection and 
tranquillity for many people.  
 
Mrs D. Proietti of St Boswells Close addressed the Committee regarding her request for a 
street light on the pathway between Gleneagles and Grovelands Road.  She produced a 
petition signed by 100 people, asking for a street light to be placed here.  



 
M. Caira advised members that two lights would be required here, at a cost of £1700 per 
light, plus the cost for trenching.  He stated he is waiting on a cost from East Sussex 
County Council for the trenching work.    
 
P. Holbrook reported he has spoken to Mrs Proietti and visited the site.  He stated that 
some trees on Council owned land would need to be cut back here.  He also asked 
whether a wooden post situated here could be used for lighting.  M. Caira advised he 
would look into this but that it was unlikely it would be able to be used for lighting.  
 
Members agreed to place the request for street lighting on the next Strategic Projects 
agenda.  
 

  
54 Committee members present   

 
Councillors:  B. Beckett, N. Collinson (substituting for Mrs L. Collinson), Mrs. B Holbrook, 
P. Holbrook, Mrs M. Laxton, M. Pinkney, P. Soane (Chairman) Mrs S. Van der Geyten  
 
Officers in attendance: J. Harrison (Town Clerk) , M. Caira (Deputy Town Clerk), K. 
Giddings (Planning and Environment Officer) 
 

  
55 Apologies For Absence: 

 
Councillor Ms A. O’Rawe and L. Collinson  
 

56 Declarations of Interest 
 
 None were received.  
 

57 
 
 
 
 
58 

Confirmation of Minutes 
 
RESOLVED to note the minutes of the Strategic Projects Committee meeting held on 
Wednesday 21st October 2015 
 
Matters Arising  
 
Members asked whether the contract for the printing of the newsletter had gone to tender.   
 
J. Harrison replied that it had and the contract had been awarded to the company 
“Footprint” who are based in Hailsham.   
 

59 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Battle Road Play Area  
 
Members were advised that the fence has been recently damaged by youths sitting on it 
and climbing over onto the allotments, and is now in need of replacement. P. Holbrook 
stated there has been a problem of vandalism recently at the allotments, with individuals 
climbing over the damaged fence into the allotment area.  
 
M. Caira reported that the play area at Battle Road was fenced in 7/8 years ago with chain 
link fencing.  Members were given various options for a replacement fence.  M. Caira 
advised that although replacement with a chain link fence would be the cheaper option, this 
type of fence is likely to need replacing again.  A wooden fence will last several years but 
as the ground where it would be located is wet most of the time this type of fence will 



 
 
 
59.1 

eventually rot.  It was suggested that security fencing would be the most suitable fencing.  
Members were informed that there is no money in the budget for a replacement fence.  
 
A further request was made by P. Holbrook to install a new piece of play equipment in the 
play area.  
 
RESOLVED to recommend:  
 

i) to replace the chain link fence with security fencing, with funds taken from the 
Ripley capital money   

ii) to purchase a “springer” to be placed in the Battle Road play area  
iii) the total budget spent for the springer play equipment and new fence to be no 

more than £3,000 
iv) to request the Finance, Policy and Resources Committee review the play 

equipment funding for the 2017/2018 financial year   
 

60 
 
 
 
 
 
 
60.1 

Additional benches on the Vicarage Field Site  
 
Members were advised that M. Caira and Councillor N. Collinson had met with the owners 
of Vicarage Field, who had advised that they are looking to replace all the street furniture 
on this site and have therefore requested the council does not place any benches on 
Vicarage Field.  The new bus shelter will also have seating.   
 
RESOLVED to recommend no further action is required from the Council at the current 
time  

  
Councillor Mrs B. Beckett arrived at 8.22 pm  
 

61 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disabled Equipment at Town Council Play Parks  
 
Councillor M. Laxton addressed the Committee regarding her proposal to place three 
sensory panels for disabled children in the Sensory Garden.  In response to the concerns 
raised by Environment Hailsham, she stated that the intention was not to turn the Sensory 
Garden into a play area; the intention was to enhance the garden with some sensory 
panels.  She advised the panels are not loud or intrusive.   Councillor M. Laxton read a 
statement to members (the full statement is attached to the report).  She stated that the 
definition of a "sensory garden "is a garden or plot of land that is created to be accessible 
to all for disabled and non disabled individuals, the purpose of provision is to provide the 
opportunity for the user to experience  an aspect of heightened awareness of music and 
sounds and touch that they would not normally have an opportunity to access and would 
provide them with a positive experience.  Councillor Laxton further stated that when 
Environment Hailsham was first set up they were given £3,500 by Hailsham Town Council 
in order that they could apply for charitable status and the Town Council has given  
Environment Hailsham a great deal of assistance financially in the form of machinery and 
premises and grants. Councillor Laxton considered that the 3 musical panels will enhance 
the garden and it will provide more stimulation than is currently available in the garden, of 
sight  sound and touch which are the fundamental elements to form an ethos of a sensory 
garden. 
 
Councillor B. Beckett stated she had visited the Sensory Garden site, which at the time 
was under water.  She considered that although not all disabled children require wheel 
chairs, many do, and there was not easy access here for wheel chair users. She 
expressed concern that placing tarmac here would cause issues with children riding their 
bikes here.  Councillor Beckett considered the location to be too isolated for play 
equipment use.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
61.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Members discussed the possibility of placing the sensory panels at Quinnell Drive play 
area.  Some members considered this play area to be more suitable due to its location and 
size.  M. Laxton expressed concern at this location due to the lack of shade in the area.   
Members agreed that more shading could be provided here if necessary.  
 
RESOLVED to recommend:  
 

i) The idea of installing sensory panels for disabled children is progressed, but the 
location of the panels is reviewed to find a more appropriate location that the 
Sensory Garden.   

ii) To continue negotiations with Taylor Wimpey regarding disabled play 
equipment adjacent the new Community Hall on the Welbury Farm 
development  

 
62 Cycling Campaign  

 
K. Giddings advised she had spoken to two Hailsham PCSO’s and Alex Sim, the 
Neighbourhood Sergeant, regarding the request to involve the PCSO’s in a cycling 
campaign.  Unfortunately the PCSO’s do not have the resources to assist with such a 
campaign.  Members agreed there was no more capacity amongst the Council staff for 
another sub committee and it was agreed to put this item on the next agenda for 
discussion.   
 
P. Holbrook queried what was happening with the new cycle path at Battle Road.   
 
RESOLVED to recommend:  
 

i) to contact the Safer Wealden Partnership for advice on whether they can assist 
with the cycling campaign  

ii) to contact East Sussex County Council regarding the placing of the new cycle 
path at Battle Road  

iii) to contact Sustrans for advice on a cycling campaign  
 

  
 There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.05 pm. The next meeting will be 

held on  26th February at 7.30 pm  
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