
Almost 100 residents attended the Town Council’s new-look Annual Town Meeting held at the Charles Hunt Centre on 
Tuesday 8th May.

The lively event included a presentation and review of the past year by the current Town Mayor and Chairman, 
Councillor Jeff Bentley-Astor. Representatives from Sussex Police, East Sussex Highways, local GP’s representing the new 
Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) and Hailsham Youth Council also attended the meeting to answer questions put 
forward to residents.

The new-look Annual Town Meeting, which in recent years has received only moderate attendance levels, featured 
an exhibition highlighting the Town Council’s Business Development Plan – ‘Hailsham: The Way Forward’ - which includes 
proposals for the economic revitalisation of the business community, protecting the town’s natural and built environment, 
effective and sustainable infrastructure, community safety and improved healthcare in the local community.

Town councillors responded to a number of issues raised by residents at the 
meeting including traffic congestion in North Street and South Road and 
the future of the public toilets in Vicarage Field.

Delighted about the increased attendance level this year, Town Mayor 
Councillor Jeff Bentley-Astor said “In the past, we have had just a handful 
of residents attending our Annual Town Meetings. We wanted to change 
that by making it more appealing this year and equally more relevant to 
the people of Hailsham. The meeting really is their chance to have a say 
on the town. By working together we can aim to resolve any issues faced 
by residents and help make Hailsham an even better place to live, work 
and visit.”

Hailsham Town Council

The TowN Crier

Councillor Jeff Bentley-Astor was re-elected unopposed to 
the role of Town Mayor and Chairman for a second year 
at the Town Council’s Annual General Meeting held on 
Wednesday 23rd May.

Speaking after the meeting, Councillor Bentley-Astor said 
he was honoured to be re-elected to the position. “It is 
a privilege to be Town Mayor for another year and I will 
continue to represent the Council and the local community 
in the best way I can,” Councillor Bentley-Astor said.

“I look forward to contributing towards the projects and 
campaigns instigated last year, to promoting the town at 
every available occasion and witnessing more good work 
carried out by Town Council staff, community organisations 
and residents within the town.”

“I would also like to thank my fellow councillors - we have 
achieved a lot in our Council term to date - but there is still 
a lot more to do.”

Looking ahead, Councillor Bentley-Astor has an extremely 

excelleNT TuRNouT AT AnnuAl ToWn MeeTinG
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hAilShAm TowN mAyoR  
re-eleCTed AT AGM

positive outlook both for town 
revitalisation and for the future 
of Hailsham as a whole. He 
added, “The Town Council’s 
Business Development 
Committee will continue to 
fulfil the objectives outlined in the ‘hailsham – The 
Way Forward’ plan to support economic development 
in Hailsham, increasing employment opportunities and 
ultimately deliver successful town revitalisation schemes, 
whilst meeting the aspirations of the local community.”

“Much can be achieved in Hailsham in the next year and 
the Town Council will work with different groups of people 
to face the challenges the town faces.”

The Annual General Meeting also re-elected Councillor 
Richard Grocock as Deputy Town Mayor and Vice-
Chairman, and various representatives for Council 
Committees and community organisations. Full details can 
be found at www.hailsham-tc.gov.uk.
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local people could start to notice improvements to Hailsham town 
centre and the surrounding urban environment over the next four 
years, as Hailsham Town Council formally agrees a brand new Business 
development Plan.

At their meeting held in March, councillors voted in favour of the new 
Business Development Plan called Hailsham – The Way Forward, which 
is intended to be the Council’s overall strategic policy document of 
key activity in terms of business development and the revitalisation of 
the town. 

Preliminary work carried out by Hailsham Town Council has highlighted 
a number of key objectives Hailsham needs to realise:

Economic revitalisation of the business community• 
Protecting and enhancing the natural and built environment• 
Effective and sustainable infrastructure• 
Safety and security in the whole community• 
Health and wellbeing of residents and visitors• 

The Plan will represent the combined work of many organisations and 
will evolve to reflect the emerging needs of the whole community. The 
Town Council will now consult with stakeholders and project partners 
with a view to developing and delivering from the emerging plan.

councillor Nick collinson, chairman of the Business Development 
Committee, said: “The agreement of the Plan marks a fresh start in the 
Town Council’s drive to revitalise the town of Hailsham whilst supporting economic development and 
helping to increase employment opportunities in the process.”

Mickey Caira, who was appointed by the Town Council as Business Enterprise Manager in January, will work 
alongside councillors and focus on helping to transform the town. He said, “The Town Council recognises that it will 
need to buy in from stakeholders and partners in order to deliver its key objectives for the town. It is envisaged that 
the objectives contained in the agreed Plan will meet the aspirations of residents and businesses.”    

“Whilst the key focus will 
be on the revitalisation 
of the town centre, the 
plan also includes key 
objectives and actions 
that will aim to improve 
the whole town for 
the benefit of all 
sections of the local 
community.”

TowN ReviTAliSATioN PlAns reACH neW level
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HAve Your sAY on THe FuTure oF THe ToWn
You are being given the opportunity to have your say on the future of your town! The Town Council has launched a 
survey which can be found by visiting www.hailsham-tc.gov.uk/thewayforward.html. The online survey enables you to 
put forward your ideas on the Council’s strategic policy document of key activity in terms of business development 
and the revitalisation of the town in the next few years. It’s crucial that we gather as much feedback as possible from 
the public and you are encouraged to contribute to this and future consultations.”



Message by Councillor Jo Bentley, organiser of the 
diamond Jubilee Celebrations.

“Saturday 2nd to Saturday 9th June saw hundreds of 
people attend a number of community events organised 
by the Town Council’s festivities team to mark the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee.

The first event to take place was the Diamond Jubilee 
Town Fete held on Saturday 2nd June at Western Road 
Recreation Ground, which was opened by the first youth 
Mayor of Hailsham, Miss Chelsie McIntosh and also attended 
by the Town Mayor and Mayoress. The fete was attended 
by hundreds of people who all had a good time. Children 
enjoyed the egg and spoon race and the wellie throwing – 
and great excitement and fun were had during the tug-of-
war, of which Hellingly Rugby Club came out as winners.

I would like to thank all the local charities and community 
organisations which took part, the people who provided 
free entertainment for the children and GM Monk Ltd 
for donating the Diamond Jubilee medals which were 
presented to all the young people who took part in the fun 
and games. I would also like to thank the Eastbourne Pipe 
Band and Wealden Brass for their rousing music 
on the day which was enjoyed by 
all, and the Women’s Institute who 
provided lots of delicious cakes and 
drinks to keep everybody refreshed.

On Tuesday 5th June, children took 
part in a Treasure Hunt in the town 
centre, an event organised by the 
Hailsham Lions’ Club, which was fun for 
everyone who took part.

DiAmoND JuBilee celeBRATioNS in HAilsHAM A suCCess
The Hailsham Charter 
Market held on 
Saturday 9th June 
had a Diamond 
Jubilee feel, whilst 
also keeping a 
medieval theme. 
Giants walked 
our high street 
closely followed 
by jugglers 
and medieval 
musicians. The Long Man Morris Men kept the 
crowds entertained and, to celebrate 100 years of Punch 
and Judy, Mr Punch was also in attendance to bring lots 
of fun and enjoyment to the young people. Children also 
enjoyed getting close to the birds of prey and finding out 
more about these wonderful creatures.

I would like to thank all the stallholders and local 
shopkeepers who took part in the event and, despite the 
high winds, a good time was had by all.

The final event of the week was a music concert held at 
Hailsham Parish Church that evening, 
which featured performances from The 
Jazz Caverners and Wealden Brass Band, 
and was attended by approximately 100 
people. I would like to thank Reverend 
David Bourne for allowing us to use 
the church for the vent, and Tesco for 
providing the refreshments on this special 
occasion. Requests were made by the 
public for more of these types of events 
to take place in Hailsham in the future.”

souTH & WesT WArd CenTrAl & norTH WArd eAsT WArd

Jo BeNTley (coN) – 01323 840386 Bill BeNTley (coN) – 01323 847685 Stella heNSTocK (coN) – 01323 842763

Jeffrey BeNTley-ASToR (coN) – 01323 841332 Nicholas colliNSoN (coN) – 01323 846040 michael RyAN (coN) – 07545 136168

margaret BuRT (coN) – 01323 840345 Jennifer cooK (coN) – 01323 844463 Stuart TowNeR (coN) – 07908 251801

Nigel colTmAN (coN) – 01323 841925 Paul holBRooK (lD) – 01323 841978

Bill cRiTTeNDeN (hi) – 01323 840021 Barry mARlowe (coN) – 01323 840660

Richard GRococK (coN) – 01323 842931 Stephen mcAuliFFe (coN) – 01323 841702 uPPer HorseBridGe WArd

Geoffrey ROWE (HI) – 01323 841847 Dawn RyAN (coN) – 01323 847804 John BlAKe (lD) – 01323 846297

Mary ROWE (HI) – 01323 841847 charlotte colliNSoN (coN) – 01323 841702

chriss TRiANDAFyllou (coN) – 01323 848814 Barbara holBRooK (lD) – 01323 841978
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Political Party Key: coN: conservative; hi: hailsham independents; lD: liberal Democrat;  
* Postal addresses of councillors are available at the Town council offices or via www.hailsham-tc.gov.uk
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www.hailsham-tc.gov.uk



Hailsham faces its floral D-Day in a few weeks time, when South & South East in Bloom 
judges cast their eye over the town’s efforts.

The town council’s Hailsham In Bloom Committee, which organises the town’s entry 
into the regional competition, is convinced that Hailsham deserves to achieve even 
better results than when it last entered in 2010, winning a silver gilt award in the Large 
Town category in only its third year of entering.

The judges’ tour of the town on Thursday 19th July will include stops at the newly 
created Diamond Jubilee community Rose Garden in western Road, the Dennis King 
Memorial Orchard and Sensory Garden off Grovelands Road and Orchard Park plant nursery.

Deputy Town Mayor and Chairman of the Hailsham In Bloom Committee, Councillor Richard Grocock said organisers are 
looking forward to showing off all that Hailsham has to offer: “The Hailsham in Bloom team has a busy month ahead as we 
look to finalise the town’s portfolio and ensure everything is looking fantastic and in tip-top condition ahead of judging day, 
when assessors will decide whether the town’s floral displays, horticultural projects and street environment meet their gold 
standard.”

Hailsham is up against Haywards Heath, Littlehampton, Faversham, Sittingbourne, Tunbridge Wells, Farnham and Chichester 
in the Large Town category of the South & South East in Bloom competition. The winner will be announced at a ceremony to 
be held in Fareham in September.

‘iN Bloom’ JudGes Tour 2012

hAilShAm’S youNG PeoPle eleCT FirsT ever YouTH MAYor
Young people in Hailsham have spoken and elected 
Chelsie McIntosh to be their first ever Youth Mayor, an 
office she will occupy until May 2013.

Chelsie, aged 16 and a pupil of 
Hailsham Community College, 
was elected at a special  
meeting at the college held 
on Friday 4th May, having 
received votes from the 
young population for her 
manifesto to spread a positive 
message about the impact 
young people can make in 
Hailsham and its environs.

Delighted Chelsie said: “I’m so overwhelmed 
at being elected the very first youth mayor of hailsham. 
In my new role, I hope to achieve a safe community in 
which young people can feel secure and confident, 
make informed healthy choices for their own lifestyle as 
they grow and be recognised as valuable citizens.”

Hailsham Town Council proposed the idea of establishing 
a Youth Mayor post at a meeting of full council held 
earlier this year, a role which will provide a focus and 
a channel for young people’s views to be heard by 
decision makers in the local community.

Councillor  Michael Ryan, oversight councillor for Youth 

Projects said, “I would like to pass on my good wishes to 
all the young people who have played a part in this first 
ever campaign to elect a youth mayor. i am confident 
that Chelsie will continue to build on the achievements 
of the Youth Council in recent years.” 

Councillor Maggie Burt added, “Our young people have 
so much to offer! The new Youth Council year brings an 
exciting period ahead with lots of possibilities and I look 
forward to working with them to develop the town’s 
youth and give them the credit they deserve.”

THe YouTH MAYor serves A one-YeAr TerM To:

• Provide support, and is a spokesperson for, the town’s  
 young people 
• update and advises the current Town mayor on issues  
 relating to young people in Hailsham and its environs 
• work with hailsham youth council to inform the  
 work of the Town Mayor, Town Council and other  
 local decision-making bodies
• Attend civic functions when necessary and act as  
 ambassador for the young people of Hailsham

For more information on the Hailsham Youth Mayor 
please contact John Harrison (Town Clerk) on  
01323 841702 (john.harrison@hailsham-tc.gov.uk).  
Alternatively, contact Simon Marsden (Director,  
HCC Sixth Form) on 01323 841468 or by email:  
marsdens@hailshamcc.e-sussex.sch.uk.

Produced by chris Dowling Print & Design ltd for and on behalf of hailsham Town council, inglenook, market Street, hailsham, east Sussex, BN27 2Ae.  
Tel: (01323) 841702   Fax (01323) 842978.

THE SQUARE YOUTH CAFE 
1 MARKET SQUARE HAILSHAM   www.squareyouthcafe.com

Evenings Mon–Fri 7.15–9.30pmYr. 8 +

Afternoons

Mon, Wed, Fri 

3.15–5pm

Yr. 7, 8, 9

www.hailsham-tc.gov.uk
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The refurbished Civic Community Hall in vicarage lane is expected to reopen 
again for public booking in september.
With a new roof and interior furnishing, the hall will have capacity for 240 people 
and a new entrance through the extension to the Wealden District Council’s 
offices. improvements carried out by wealden District council as part of its Single 
Site project also include a new floor, windows and heating system. 
During weekdays the building will be used for both council meetings and 
community functions, and will be available for community use in evenings and 
weekends.

An online booking system will be 
available through Wealden District 
Council from May to allow organisations 
and individuals to check availability and book the Civic Community Hall 
for future functions taking place after Monday 24th September.
“As soon as work began on the refurbishment, we realised how vital it was that the 
repairs went ahead as soon as possible,” said Hailsham Town and Wealden District 
Councillor Jo Bentley. “The improvements will ensure that there continues to be a 
major community venue in the heart of Hailsham for many years to come.”

ReFuRBiSheD commuNiTy hAll To oPen THis AuTuMn

important message from east sussex County Council: do you regularly use our local footpaths and bridleways?  
do you have some spare time to help ensure that they are kept in good condition?

There is a need for volunteers in the Hailsham area to help improve the condition of our local rights of way network.  
Typical issues will be overgrown vegetation, broken stiles and fingerposts, and eroded surfaces.  east Sussex county 
Council can provide support in the form of tools and materials, together with training and guidance to allow 
volunteers to undertake activities safely and effectively. 

This volunteer work is typically carried out on a small group basis to make the task more social and to allow 
discussion and prioritisation of specific issues. The contribution made by such groups is highly valued and offers great 
opportunities for personal satisfaction, community involvement and team working.  

To get things started or to find out more interested individuals or groups are invited to contact eScc at the following 
address: Rachel Solomons, Rights of way volunteer officer, east Sussex county council, heathfield Depot, Burwash 
Road, heathfield, east Sussex, TN21 8RA. Further information is also available by telephoning 0345 60 80 139, by 
sending an email to rachel.solomons@eastsussex.gov.uk or from the ESCC website http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/
environment/conservation/volunteering/rightsofway/default.htm.

voluNTeeRS NeeDeD To iMProve 
riGHTs oF WAY in HAilsHAM

Across Wealden, we have seen an increase in burglaries to homes. We never like to alarm residents, however we do need to 
make people aware of the increase so that they can take steps to ensuring their properties are secure.
We have been lucky recently with the early warm weather. But with it brings the fact that we like to leave our windows open, 
even when we pop out. The majority of burglaries are to homes that have been left insecure, or have a weak point that is 
accessed. Don’t leave windows or doors open if you are leaving the house, or even if you are in the back garden. Consider 
looking at house alarms, there are plenty on the market now at various prices.
we are currently running a campaign aimed at giving people the confidence to call in when they see 
something. The campaign is called “When Would You?” and we are saying to people to look at various 
scenarios and ask themselves when would they phone it in? For example, “The neighbours are away 
but there is a stranger walking around the outside of their house. They look through the lounge window.” 
When would you phone this in? 
officers have been out and about in hailsham patrolling the local areas, keeping you safe. There have 
been various street meetings held across the town, and if you would like to know when the next one is 
happening near you, then visit www.sussex.police.uk and enter your postcode.

meSSAGe FRom youR neiGHBourHood PoliCinG TeAM



A garden commemorating Queen elizabeth ii’s diamond Jubilee has been opened by the Town Council’s Hailsham 
in Bloom Committee.

Saturday 2nd June saw the official opening ceremony of the Diamond Jubilee 
Community Rose Garden outside Hailsham Library in Western Road, by Her 
Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant of East Sussex Mr Peter Field. 

The Deputy Town Mayor and Chairman of Hailsham In Bloom, Councillor 
Richard Grocock said that it was a great pleasure to welcome the Lord 
Lieutenant on behalf of the Town Council as the event represented the 
culmination of several months work by dedicated volunteers. All of those 
present on the occasion were thanked for their financial contribution to 
the project, and for their practical input in terms of planning design, hard 
landscaping, planting and the installation of various garden components.

Work by the Town Council’s Hailsham In Bloom Committee to build a brand new community rose 
garden to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012 started in November last year, and a small but dedicated 
volunteer working group saw the project through, from the planning and design of the garden through to its 
construction and acquisition of sponsorship. 

The Hailsham In Bloom Committee is pleased to have worked in partnership with East Sussex County Council 
who kindly allowed the use of their land in front of the library, and the Lord Lieutenant 
congratulated everyone involved in the Diamond Jubilee Community Rose 
Garden project on the successful outcome of their hard work.

Councillor Grocock said, “Volunteers have worked tirelessly to transform 
the new garden from an under-used piece of grass into somewhere people 
could enjoy and escape the hustle and bustle of the nearby town centre. 
The launch of the garden was a great success and i am confident that the 
garden will be an important part of the townscape for generations to come. 
My fellow committee members and I look forward to keeping up with news 
about the garden’s future progression as it continues to develop.”

New commuNiTy GARDeN oPened BY lord lieuTenAnT

www.hailsham-tc.gov.uk

Getting fitter and healthier will soon be ever easier, with the opening of the town’s first ever outdoor gym at Hailsham 
recreation Ground in Western road in July.

The all-weather outdoor gym – which will be free and available to use 24 hours a day – will be installed by the Town Council 
in an attempt to encourage even more people in Hailsham to take up exercise in the open air and improve their health.

The state-of-the-art equipment, making it suitable for anyone over 12 years and for all abilities. It will include an air skier, 
cross country skier, double rower, seated leg-press and a push-up station, modelled similar to a playground.

The proposal to build an outdoor gym came from Hailsham Youth Council last summer and was formally agreed by the 
Town council in November 2011. Since then, the youth council has organised a small working party to look at the design 
of the proposed facility, carry out a community survey on the benefits of installing an outdoor gym, and seek funding 
opportunities available.

£10,000 was awarded by the Awards For All scheme, and the Town Council will maintain the outdoor gym as part of a wider 
package of improvements to recreational facilities throughout Hailsham in the near future. 

Recently elected Hailsham Youth Mayor, Chelsie McIntosh said: “The new outdoor gym will be an excellent addition to the 
recreational facilities available for the public to use in Hailsham. The Youth Council and the Town Council have worked with 
the local community and funding providers for a long time to help get the facility and, as the weather improves and the 
days get longer, this summer will be the perfect opportunity to give it a try!” 

ouTDooR Gym To oPen in HAilsHAM nexT MonTH



ScheDule oF ForTHCoMinG MeeTinGs
ToWn CounCil (& TrusTs): Wednesday 18 July 2012 (meeting starts at 7.30pm)

FinAnCe & BudGeT oversiGHT CoMMiTTee: Wednesday 25 July (meeting starts at 7.30pm)

PlAnninG & develoPMenT CoMMiTTee: Tuesday 17 July 2012, Tuesday 7 August 2012,  
Tuesday 28th August 2012 (meetings start at 7pm)

HAilsHAM in BlooM CoMMiTTee: Wednesday 25th July (meetings start at 7.30pm)

Business develoPMenT: Thursday 12 July (meeting starts at 7.30pm)

sTAFF AdMinisTrATion PAnel: Monday 2 July (meeting starts at 7.30pm)

[All meetings are held in the Fleur de Lys Meeting Room/Council Chamber and are open to the press and public, 
unless otherwise stated.]

CounCillor surGerY dATes: Monday 30 July,  
Tuesday 28 August 2012.

[10am-4pm; available on an appointment-only basis.  
To book an appointment call 841702, advising of the  
topic of concern.]

www.hailsham-tc.gov.uk

Patients’ views have helped shape the contract for a new team of permanent GPs at vicarage Field.

Two open drop-in sessions were held for patients at the practice – at lunchtime and early evening on 24 April – to 
understand what aspects of the service are most important to them and need to be protected as part of the re-
contracting, what could be improved, and how they would like the practice to operate and feel.

Among the most important features highlighted by patients was continuity of care, a choice of GP, ease of getting 
an appointment and a friendly, caring environment.  Opportunities to give feedback about their experiences, the 
appointment system and extended hours were among areas that patients felt could be improved.

it’s not too late for patients to ‘have their say’; written comments can be left at the surgery reception for forwarding to NhS 
Sussex.

NhS Sussex set a deadline of 30 June for bids for the new contract.  The bids will be reviewed and assessed by a 
panel, including representatives of the Local Medical Committee and the Eastbourne, Hailsham and Seaford Clinical 
Commissioning Group.  The preferred provider is expected to be announced early autumn.

The new permanent contract will start on 1 December 2012. Doctors with the Seaforth Farm practice will continue to run 
the Vicarage Field surgery until then.   A temporary contract was given to Seaforth Farm after the previous Vicarage Field 
partnership of GPs dissolved in November 2011.

 

PATieNTS’ viewS HelP sHAPe neW viCArAGe Field PrACTiCe ConTrACT



Your Local

CINEMA,  
MUSIC &  
THEATRE

Venue

George Street  Hailsham  BN27 1AE
01323 841414   Email: info@hailshampavilion.co.uk 

www.pavilionhailsham.co.uk

Online

Booking

Available

AdverTisinG disClAiMer: Hailsham Town Council does not represent or endorse the accuracy or reliability of any of the advertisements displayed in this newsletter, nor the quality of any 
products, services, or other materials purchased or obtained by any consumer, as a result of an advertisement or offer in connection with the products, services or information advertised 
in the Town council Newsletter. By reading and/or acting upon the advertisements contained within this newsletter, you acknowledge that hailsham Town council shall not be 
responsible for any errors or omissions contained within any advertisement, reserves the right to alter and regulate content without notice, and will not be liable for any loss occasioned 
by any such advertising content. 
AdverTisinG inForMATion: To advertise in this Newsletter, please call (01323) 841702.  Design & print: www.dowlingprint.com – tel 01825 764047

ouR resPonsiBiliTies 
Street Lighting, Public Open Spaces and Common Land, Recreation Grounds 
and Playing Fields, Allotments, Children’s Play Areas, Cemeteries and Burial 
Records, Square Youth Café and Youth Advisory Services, Police Community 
Support officers (two sponsored PcSos).

For all enquiries relating to the above list of responsibilities, please contact 
Hailsham Town Council on (01323) 841702, where a member of staff will be 
happy to advise you.

AuDio neWsleTTer suBsCriPTion Audio recordings of The Town Crier are available to blind and partially sighted 
subscribers who live in Hailsham. if you or someone you know would like to receive a recording of quarterly news items on a uSB 
memory stick, please contact wealden Talking News on 01435 862304 (answerphone).


