
Town Council Agrees Response to Local Plan
Town councillors and residents 
have responded to a number 
of issues on how the ‘preferred 
option’ in the Wealden District 
Council Local Plan would affect 
Hailsham in terms of long-term 
infrastructure delivery.
 
Hailsham Town Council has 
agreed that it is willing to 
work constructively with all 
stakeholders on the preferred 
option for testing as outlined 
in the Local Plan. However, 
the Town Council feels that 
a number of questions are 
posed, rather than answered, 
in the draft plan and clear 
answers would be sought 
before a formal acceptance of 
the key ‘sustainability’ issue of 
the draft plan can be agreed.
 
Areas of concern that will need 
to be addressed exhaustively, 
evidenced correctly, and 
both the feasibility and 
affordability demonstrated 
before the Town Council can 
be convinced to fully support 
the plan include education, 
medical services, road and 
public transport, conservation 
and the environment, 
employment, tourism, sport 

and leisure, cemetery grave 
spaces, utilities and services, 
emergency service provision 
and the allocation of social and 
affordable housing.
 
Should the required 
infrastructure feasibility, funding 
(i.e. Community Infrastructure 
Levy (CIL) contributions) and 
affordability results come up 
short then the housing numbers 
should come up proportionately 
short.
 
This Town Council is of the view 
that all of the provisions should 
be met in order to handle 

this scale of housing. Any 
reduction in the infrastructure 
provision for Hailsham MUST 
MEAN a proportional reduction 
in housing provision over the 
period of the plan.
 
“Hailsham Town Council will 
work with Wealden District 
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Council on securing the 
necessary infrastructure,” said 
Town Mayor and Chairman 
Councillor Nigel Coltman. 
“Hailsham has grown 
significantly in recent years 
and will continue to grow in 
years to come and we have 
a huge task in front of us in 
working with partner agencies 
to secure the required 
infrastructure for our town.”
 
“Whilst there are some 
concerns about such an 
expansion of Hailsham, it 
offers the opportunity to gain 
much needed improvements 
for the town and its residents.”
 

Hailsham Town Council took 
the decision in July 2015 to 
produce a Neighbourhood 
Development Plan (NDP) 
following the Government’s 
publication in 2011 of the 
Localism Act. In order to 
produce the plan the Town 
Council has established a 
Neighbourhood Planning Sub-
Committee (NPSC) to oversee 
a process that will result in the 
preparation of a draft Plan 
which will be put to a public 

referendum in the future.

It was decided by the NPSC 
that:
• Wealden District Council 
agrees to and pays for a jointly 
developed “Area Action Plan” 
(AAP) to plan for the required 
infrastructure in advance - The 
Town Council will continue to 
work on the establishment of a 
Neighbourhood Development 
Plan at the same time.
 
• Wealden District Council 
reviews and updates their 
approved Wealden Design 
Guide (WDG) where 
necessary in order to ensure 
that only appropriate design 
development proposals are 
allowed to come forward 
during the Local Plan delivery 
period.
 
• All service stakeholders    
(e.g. East Sussex County 
Council, local schools and 
clinical commissioning groups) 
are identified for the timely 
delivery of the requirements in 
the Infrastructure Delivery Plan 
(IDP).
 
Hailsham Town Council will 
also work with other local 
authorities to lobby other major 
infrastructure suppliers for 
needs in South Wealden that 
have been identified as critical 
to the proposed development.
 
This includes the major 
upgrade of the A27 from 
Polegate to Lewes, major 
public transport requirements 
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and commercial, employment 
and retail developments 
deemed necessary to sustain 
the housing numbers and 
growth in population.

HAILSHAM 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
• Tuesday 19 April  at 7.30pm
  Civic Community Hall

TOWN COUNCIL (& TRUSTS)
•  Wednesday 30 March
• Wednesday 25 May [AGM] 
(meetings start at 7.30pm)

FINANCE, BUDGET & 
RESOURCES COMMITTEE
• Wednesday 11 May at 7.30pm

STRATEGIC PROjECTS 
COMMITTEE at 7.30pm
• Wednesday 24 February
• Wednesday 27 April

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE
• Tuesday 8 March at 7pm
• Tuesday 29 March at 7pm
• Tuesday 19 April at 7pm
• Tuesday 10 May at 7pm
• Tuesday 31 May at 7pm

COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE
• Monday 7 March at 6pm
• Monday 11 April at 6pm
• Monday 9 May at 6pm

[All meetings are held in the 
Fleur de Lys Meeting Room/
Council Chamber and are 
open to the press and public, 
unless otherwise stated.]

Forthcoming
Meetings



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING  
               for the future of Hailsham 

The Neighbourhood Planning process has now started on behalf of Hailsham Town 
Council. This process gives the whole community the opportunity to develop a 
shared vision for our parish and town and to influence and shape its growth. 
 
We are able to identify and influence where new houses, shops and offices are to 
be built and have a view on the design and look of the buildings, as well as what 
infrastructure should be provided. 
 
The role of the wider community and residents will be a crucial part of this process 
and we as a group will ensure that all forms of communication and a variety of 
methods will be used to engage with residents on a meaningful basis. 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The emerging Wealden District Council development plan will bring 

unprecedented challenges and change to our town in terms of 
numbers of new houses. By statute, the Neighbourhood Planning 
facility will provide the community of Hailsham with a real 

opportunity to influence the shape of our town for the benefit of 
future generations.” 
 
Cllr Paul Soane – Chairman, Neighbourhood Planning Sub-Committee 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:  
www.hailsham-tc.gov.uk/committee/neighbourhood-planning/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hailsham Town Council has 
set its budget for the next 
financial year (April 2016 to 
March 2017) and agreed a 
precept of £872,521, which 
means that the Town Council’s 
share of council tax for a Band 
D property will be £121.66, an 
increase on the previous year 
of £4.68 per household per 
year on the previous year. 

Cllr Chriss Triandafyllou, 
chairman of the Finance, 
Budget & Resources 
Committee explained the 
rationale behind the decision: 
“The Town Council has 
challenged its officers to make 

budget savings throughout the 
year so that additional money 
can be reinvested in local 
services and facilities for the 
community.”

“When considering its annual 
precept for the financial year 
2016/2017, the Town Council 
has taken into account the 
impact of new legislation 
resulting from the gradual 
devolution of services from 
county and district authorities 
to town and parish councils, 
a year by year reduction in 
the grant given by Wealden 
District Council, as well as 
rising costs across the board 

Town Council Sets
Budget For Next Year

and an urgent need to sustain 
and further develop growth in 
the community.”
 
Council taxpayers should 
be aware that only a small 
percentage of the council tax 
demand goes to Hailsham 
Town Council - the remaining 
percentage goes to Wealden 
District Council, East Sussex 
County Council, the Police 
Authority and the Fire Service 
for the services they provide.
Locally, the Town Council 
is committed to supporting 
community based initiatives 
including Hailsham Works! 
and grants to voluntary 
organisations, and throughout 
the next 12 months, will 
continue to work hard and 
drive forward initiatives to 
promote the town as a key 
location to live, work and visit, 
helping to boost the local 
economy.
 
If you require any further 
information on the Town 
Council budget for 2016/17 
please contact Michelle 
Hagger on 01323 841702  or 
by email: michelle.hagger@
hailsham-tc.gov.uk.



The Town Council invites 
local residents to attend this 
year’s Annual Town Meeting 
which takes place at Civic 
Community Hall in Vicarage 
Lane on Tuesday 19th April.

The main part of the meeting 
will start at 7.30pm, including 
a presentation and review 
of the past year by the 
Town Mayor and Chairman, 
Councillor Nigel Coltman.

Prior to the main residents’ 
meeting there will be an 
opportunity for you to view 
information stands from 
local groups and talk to 
representatives of those 
organisations from 6.30pm    

Have your say at the Annual Town Meeting

to 7.30pm.

Encouraging residents to 
attend the Annual Town 
Meeting, Town Mayor and 
Chairman of Hailsham Town 
Council Nigel Coltman said: 
“The Annual Town Meeting 
gives you the public an 
opportunity to put forward 
your views on what you like 
and dislike about the town 
as well as to put forward 
ideas on things that could be 
done to improve the town for 
everyone.”

“This is your meeting, at which 
your needs and concerns are 
addressed, so please do 
come along and make your 

comments and suggestions. 
Your town councillors will be 
there to listen and help.”

If members of the public wish 
to submit a question or item 
for the Agenda, please advise 
the Town Clerk in writing 
(Town Council Offices, Market 
Street, Hailsham, BN27 2AE) 
or email john.harrison@
hailsham-tc.gov.uk by no later 
than Monday 9th March 2015.
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Hailsham Street Market Continues...
A regular street market selling 
locally produced items and 
unique gifts continues to attract 
shoppers from within and outside 
the town.

Around 20 stalls sell a range of 
local quality produce in Vicarage 
Field from 9.30am to 3pm every 
Saturday except the second 
Saturday when it will be held 
instead on the Thursday.

A number of local producers operating at the new market already sell goods in other local markets such as the 
Hailsham Farmers’ Market which takes place on a monthly basis.

The continuation of the Hailsham Street Market, which was launched in August 2013, is just one of a number of 
projects being carried out by the Hailsham Forward Town Team in partnership with the Town Council and local 
Chamber of Commerce, aimed at improving retail opportunities locally and increasing footfall within the town.

“I’m delighted that the street market is continuing throughout 2016 in the 
town centre” said Deputy Town Clerk and Business Enterprise Manager 
Mickey Caira. 

“By supporting local producers, growers, suppliers and 
offering them the opportunity to sell locally - markets 
are an ideal way of showcasing the diverse range 
of products available in Hailsham and I’d encourage 
people to come down to Vicarage Field and support 
independent trade.”
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A message from your Member of Parliament

As Chair of the All-Party 
Parliamentary Group on 
Ageing and Older People, I 
am determined to ensure that 
all Wealden’s elderly people 
receive the care and support 
that they deserve.  

I am also an MP in the county 
with the most over-85 year olds 

in the country, and therefore it 
is not unusual for residents to 
contact me to express their 
concerns about the future of 
Adult and Social Care services 
funded by East Sussex County 
Council.

Therefore, I have sought 
reassurances about local 
government funding from 
the Secretary of State for 
Communities and Local 
Government, my neighbouring 
MP Greg Clark.  I have also 
met with senior officials at 
East Sussex County Council 
to discuss the Council’s 
budget and I will be meeting 
with ministers to discuss the 

formula used to determine 
each county’s funding levels. 
 
The next few months will be 
pivotal for Wealden, as key 
decisions will be made on rail 
upgrades, improvements to the 
A27 and local development. I 
will continue to do all that I can 
to produce the best possible 
outcomes for Wealden, and 
to help make decisions that 
will have a positive impact on 
people’s lives.
Nus Ghani MP for Wealden 
Telephone: 020 7219 4619 
Address: House of Commons, 
London SW1A 0AA.
Email: nusrat.ghani.mp@
           parliament.uk

Mayor Welcomes New Town Councillor
Gavin Blake-Coggins has 
been elected as councillor for 
the East Ward on Hailsham 
Town Council.

 
Liberal Democrat Mr Blake-
Coggins was voted in during 
the by-election on Thursday 
21st January having received 
147 votes.

The vacancy arose after the 
passing of Councillor Stella 
Henstock last October and 
his election now brings the 
Council’s membership back to 
twenty four town councillors.
 
A retired medical professional 
and trainer, Mr Blake-Coggins 
has been a resident of 
Hailsham for 26 years and 
stated that among his reasons 
for putting his name forward to 
become a town councillor was 
to work on making Hailsham a 
better place to live, work and 
visit. He said: “I’m delighted 
to have been elected on to 
the Town Council and will do 

my best to help the people 
of Hailsham sort out any 
problems and issues that they 
face locally.”
 
The Mayor of Hailsham, 
Councillor Nigel Coltman, 
said: “I’m delighted Gavin 
has been elected to represent 
this ward. He was a good 
candidate and I’m confident 
that he will get involved in 
the local community and 
promote close links between 
the Council and the people it 
serves, and help improve the 
quality of life for residents.”



contact Andy Joyes on 
01323 841702. Alternatively, 
visit squareyouthcafe.com 
or hailshamyc.org for more 
information.
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The Friday Night Project 
(FNP), which is funded by 
Hailsham Town Council 
and the Safer Wealden 
Partnership working in 
partnership with Hailsham 
Academy College, aims to 
reduce antisocial behaviour 
and give young people new 
opportunities.
 
A variety of activities have 
been planned for the FNP 
during the next few months, 
offering recreational activities 
for young people on Friday 
evenings such as dry-slope 
skiing (lessons for beginners 
available), ice skating, sailing, 
abseiling, zip wire, go-karting 
and ten-pin bowling, as well 
as a trip to Thorpe Park later 
this year.

Andy Joyes, Youth Project 
Coordinator at Hailsham 
Town Council said: “The 
outings organised for young 
people as part of the Friday 
Night Project are guaranteed 

to be fun 
and there’s 
bound to be 
something for 
everyone.”
Young people 

Activities for Young People a Priority for 2016
aged between 12 and 17 
years are welcome to attend 
outings organised by the 
Town Council’s youth project 
team. For further details, 
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Our Responsibilities
Street Lighting • Public Open Spaces and Common Land • Recreation Grounds and 
Playing Fields • Allotments • Children’s Play Areas • Cemeteries and Burial Grounds   
• Square Youth Café and Youth Advisory Services.
For all enquiries relating to the above listed responsibilities, please contact Hailsham Town 
Council on 01323 841702 where a member of staff will be happy to advise you.

Hailsham Town 
Council has 
revamped the 
newsletter which 

it uses to communicate with 
local residents and community 
organisations.
 
Re-launched under the name Our 
Hailsham, the new and improved 
newsletter will continue to focus 
on articles of interest to residents 
including information on the 
Town Council’s activities, service 
updates, and news stories 
accompanied by photographs, 
as well as consultation results, 

Council Revamps Newsletter

Need Advice?
Wealden Citizens Advice is an independent charity, providing free, confidential and impartial advice. 
We can provide information and advice on just about anything and if we can’t help we can usually find someone 
who can. If you need our help you can: 
• visit us at Southview, Western Road, Hailsham BN27 3DN
(Mon, Weds, Thurs, Fri 9.30am to 3.00pm)
• call our ADVICELINE on 03444 111 444 9.30am - 4pm every day
• email us via www.eastsussexcab.co.uk
• skype – just visit www.citizensadvice.org.uk/wealdencitizensadvice for details

If you have thought about volunteering and want to make a difference then we might have just the job for you! 
We are always looking for volunteers. For further information contact Samantha Weatherill on 01825 762807 or 
email: administrator@uckfieldcab.cabnet.org.uk. Full training is provided, although it helps if you are used 
to researching issues using the internet.  

We are not just looking for advisers – you could also help with office administration, campaigns, fundraising    
or promotion.

forthcoming community projects 
and events and councillor contact 
details.
 
The new 12-page, A5 full-
colour publication, will be hand-
delivered to approximately 
10,000 households in Hailsham 
three times a year (February, 
June and October).
 
Town councillor Paul Soane, 
chairman of the Strategic 
Projects Committee said: “Our 
newsletter is a valuable way 
of reaching local residents to 
advise them on how the Town 

Council is performing, as well 
as providing useful information 
on the Council’s services, future 
community projects and what is 
happening in the town.”
 
Town Clerk John Harrison 
commented: “The new format 
and arrangements should help 
towards the aim of improved 
communication between 
residents, businesses and the 
Town Council. We hope you 
will continue to enjoy reading 
the newsletter and we always 
welcome your views on the 
format for future editions.”



SOUTH & WEST WARD
Margaret Burt Conservative 01323 840345
Lesley Collinson Conservative 07706 915716
Sharon Cottingham Liberal Democrat 01323 845792
Richard Grocock Conservative 01323 842931
Mary Laxton Independent 07723 444209
Amanda O’Rawe Conservative 07525 351580
John Puttick Independent 07762 502362
Craig Tasane Liberal Democrat 07503 594302
Chriss Triandafyllou Conservative 01323 442956
Alex Willis Conservative 01323 841702

CENTRAL & NORTH WARD
Bridget Beckett Conservative 01323 841702
Frank Berry Liberal Democrat 01323 843880
Nicholas Collinson Conservative 01323 846040
Nigel Coltman Conservative 01323 841925
Paul Holbrook Liberal Democrat 01323 841978
Glenn Moore Conservative 01323 888013
Mark Pinkney Conservative 07988 745222

EAST WARD
Annelie Triandafyllou Conservative 01323 442956
Jeanne Wells Labour 07701 382595
Gavin Blake-Coggins Liberal Democrat 01323 848713

UPPER HORSEBRIDGE WARD
Charlotte Collinson-O’Toole Conservative 07834 785748
Barbara Holbrook Liberal Democrat 01323 841978
Paul Soane Independent 01323 449794
Stella Van Der Geyten Conservative 01323 842710

Postal addresses of councillors are available at The Town Council offices or via www.hailsham-tc.gov.uk

Councillor Contact Details
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Residents and visitors to 
Hailsham can learn more 
about the town’s heritage 
and historical significance 
by walking the Hailsham 
Heritage Trail.

The map directs people 
around the town visiting such 
sites as ‘The Stone’, a Grade 
II listed building originally built 
in the 1320s and Hailsham 
Parish Church, a Grade I 
listed building dating back 
to the early 15th century. 
Other sites of interest include 
the Old Court House, the 
Inglenook and Fleur de Lys, 
Cortlandt, Hailsham Pavilion, 
Wellington Lodge, the old 
Village School and the site of 
the former Hailsham Railway 
Station.

Deputy Town Mayor and 
Chairman of the Town 
Council’s Communities 
Committee Councillor 
Amanda O’Rawe said: “The 
Trail offers an excellent 

insight into the town’s rich and 
eventful history, presenting the 
wide variety of things to see 
and do around the town that 
are of historical importance, 
whilst encouraging visitors to 
spend more time in the town 
when they visit.”

Copies of the Hailsham 
Heritage Map & Guide are 
available to purchase at 
the Town Council offices in 
Market Street (cost £1).


