
Press Release                                                                                             
Town Council To Support Alliance's Campaign For 
Additional Sports Facilities In Hailsham 
 
Hailsham Town Council last night agreed to give its full support to the local Sports 
Alliance’s major project, aimed at securing land and funding for a new multi-
purpose sports park to meet the needs of Hailsham's increasing population. 
 
Representatives from Hailsham & District Sports Alliance attended a Town Council 
meeting held yesterday evening [25 March] to highlight the existing provision of 
sports facilities in the town and to request the Council’s formal support on a project to 
improve access to sport, develop partnership working, actively promote sport in the 
community and secure a suitable piece of land dedicated to sport for Hailsham. 
 
Hailsham & District Sports Alliance chairman Steve Wennington, who gave a 
presentation to councillors at the meeting, outlined the current problem with the 
lack of indoor and outdoor sports facilities, how local organisations can work together to 
secure the land for a new sports park and help make Hailsham a destination town – not a 
sports commuter town. 
 
Mr Wennington said: "Hailsham used to be a leader in providing sporting facilities and back 
in the 1870s we had more sports area (by population) than is currently the recommended 
minimum." 
 
"There is a severe deficiency in the amount of adequate sports facilities necessary to cater 
for the current population of Hailsham and Hellingly - which continues to increase as a 
result of new housing developments. Therefore, the creation of a multi-purpose sports 
park to include a floodlit artificial turf pitch as a priority as well as ancillary provision such 
as changing rooms, showers, toilets and function space." 
 
Hailsham is the largest town in the Wealden district, yet has some of the least adequate 
sports field facilities for its size in the country. An analysis conducted this year by a sports 
consultant concluded that the deficit is already 15 acres of facilities, and by the time the 
current agreed housing development in Hailsham is complete, that will rise to 26 acres  
(based on suggested guidelines from Sport England). 
 
It was discussed by councillors and Sports Alliance representatives that preference is to 
have a site for the new facility in or within very close proximity to Hailsham, so it is seen 
as a town/community asset. However, this will require agreement with local 
farmers/landowners and a negotiation with developers for suitable funding and a meeting 
with Hailsham & District Sports Alliance has been scheduled for later this year. 
 
Mr Wennington stated at the meeting that the general public need to be made aware of 
the existing problem of inadequate sports provision and a committed team is needed to 
make it happen. He said: "This  is  a  huge  project,  and  to  get  this  off  the  ground  
will  also require  massive  support  from  local sports clubs, local  businesses  and  
influential  people.  We  need  to  build  a  bit  of  an  army  for  this  project  to  highlight  
our  current  needs,  and  more  importantly  the  needs  of  future  generations in and 
around Hailsham."   
 
Town Clerk John Harrison said: "Proof that additional sports facilities are needed for 
future generations in Hailsham to thrive has already been provided and the next 
step is to form a workable plan to deliver a sustainable solution, and the 
determination of the community is essential to see the project through." 
 
"It's very important that the Town Council supports the Sports Alliance's strategy 
for sport and active recreation and will work in partnership to evaluate how the 
provision of quality, accessible sports facilities can be developed on a value for money 
basis in the near future." 
 



For further details about the Alliance's proposals to build a new sports park in Hailsham 
please contact Steve Wennington by email: steve@pro-eco.co.uk 
 
<Ends> 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 
 The Hailsham & District Sports Alliance was established in 2000 with the objective to 

unite the sports clubs within the Hailsham district, provide support for all member clubs, 
and promote sport within the town as an essential and healthy activity for all. The 
Alliance which has an active committee meets once a quarter to discuss sporting issues. 

 
 Current issues in sports provision in Hailsham: 
a) FOOTBALL – Hailsham Town Football Club: one pitch/four teams (1st, 2nd, under 17 
and under 18). They wish to add a women's team but don't have any spare capacity. 
b) HOCKEY – Five teams which have to use Hailsham Community College pitch and are 
currently not looking to recruit as at capacity. There are no home guarantees and if 
Hailsham College upgrade their pitch to 3g, hockey cannot be played. 
c) CRICKET: Hailsham Cricket Club currently has four senior teams and use of one pitch 
(but due to add the one at Roebuck Park in the future. Hellingly Cricket Club currently has 
four senior teams with one pitch (home games are played at Ninfield).  
d) RUGBY: There are currently two teams plus juniors – the pitch is generally unplayable 
for three months of the year and some home games have been played at Brighton. 
e) ARCHERY: They formerly used land near the Boship Farm Hotel in north Hailsham but 
this has recently been scrapped and the club now use Heathfield Rugby Club grounds. 
f) HAILSHAM HARRIERS: Currently has 150 members but no home/base. 
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